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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


PLO CHAIRMAN INTERVIEWED BY POLISH JOURNALIST 


Warsaw SZTANDAR MLODYCH in Polish 3 Jul 79 ppl, 5 





{Interview with Khalid al-Fahum by Tadeusz Jackowski in Damascus--date 
not given] 


[Text] POLISH PRESS AGENCY correspondent Tadeusz 
Jackowski interviewed Palestinian National Council 
chairman Khalid al-Fahum. The Palestinian National 
Council is the highest organ of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization and fulfills the role of a 
Palestinian parliament. In it are represented the 
representatives [sic] of various Palestinian organi- 
zations, as well as Palestinians not linked with any 
organization. The seat of the Palestinian National 
Council and its organs is Damascus. Here are exten- 
sive excerpts from the interview. 


[Question] Mr Chairman, for a fairly long time considerable attention has 
been given to the Palestinian community living in the occupied territories. 
Could you describe the links of this community with the PLO? 


[Answer] I have to begin by recalling the statistical data: over 1.1 
million Palestinian Arabs live on the West Bank of the Jordan, occupied 
by Israel since 1967, and in the Gaza Strip, half a million live on the 
territory seized by Israel already in 1948. The PLO maintains tight links 
with this community. We consider that the PLO is a substitute for a 
Palestinian state, which acts under exceptionally difficult conditions. 
The Palestinian National Council was created in 1964 in the Eastern part 
of Jerusalem. Despite the Israeli occupation, the Palestinian populace 
maintains unbroken links both with the council and the PLO. The occupa- 
tion has by no means nullified the fact that the Palestinians have 
remained our “citizens,” if we remember that the PLO is a substitute for 
a Palestinian state. 


®. 
[Question] Human rights violations on the occupied territories will soon 
be examined in the UN forum. Could you point out some glaring proofs of 
human rights violations? 








[Answer] I can recollect that thousands of Palestinian homes vere 
destroyed, thousands of people were dispossessed and deprived of work 
and land. A couple of thousands of Palestinians are constantly found 
in Israeli »tis*ns. One also cannot forget about the ceaseless bombing 
of Palestiniau camps in Lebanon. These are, in sum, not hundreds, but 
tens of thousands, of proofs of the violation of human rights by Israel. 


[Question] During the course of the current Egyptian-Israeli negotiations 
the Egyptians are raising the question of so-called Palestinian autonomy 
on the occupied territories and are linkiag the treaty which they have 
signed with Israel with the future of the Palestinians. Is this candid? 


[Answer] Maybe in seme <ases it is, but essentially President Sadat is 
doing this to save fas". What of it that the Egyptian delegation talks 
so much about the Palrs:inian tssue, since the separate treaty with 
Israel has created excepti®:\eiiy difficult circumstances both for the 
Palestinian populace and iw: our organization and has worsened the situa- 
tion in which we find ourselves? Giving all the cards into the hands of 
the United States and Egypt's departure from the group of Arab countries 
have created a new situation and have confronted our movement with 
accumulated difficulties. Maybe in the short run Egypt will gain some 
benefits for itself, but if we look at things in long run terms, this 
does not give a chance for the creation of the indispensable conditions 
for overali peace. 


[Question] Up to this time no concrete alternative to overall solutions 
has been created and simultaneously opposition to Egyptian strivings con- 
tinues to be manifested with full force. What possibilities do you see 
for a transition from a state of opposing Egyptian policy to a putting 
forth of other conceptions for a solution of the Middle East crisis? 


{|Answer) I am convinced, and I agree, that a new impulse must come from 
the Middle East. It is a matter, among other things, of creating a strong 
core, solidary in its thinking and acting, of Arab countries, encompassing 
Syria, Iraq, Jordan and the PLO. This group must become firmly consoli- 
dated, gain strength, and jointly work out a new concept for the solution 
of the conflict. A major step forward is the striving toward unity of 
Iraq and Syria. Under current conditions a Geneva conference would no 
longer be acceptable, and maybe the new forum at which it will be neces- 
sary to struggle for peace in this region remains the United Nations, 

the great pow rs, and maybe stili other Arab and European countries. 


(Simultaneously Khalid al-Fahum emphasized the significance of the 
fraternal help and full support which the USSR and the socialist coun- 
tries give to the PLO on all possible international levels.) 


[Question] Would the PLO be ready to undertake a dialog with the United 
States in the event of undertaking new initiatives in the Middle East? 





[Answer] Of course, but with the reservation that no prior cond ‘tions 
be imposed on us, such as abandonment of that which successive resolutions 
of the UN General Assembly have brought us. 


[Question] You mentioned that the Arab states above all must find then- 
selves in the group of countries which undertake peace negotiations. 
Does this also include Egypt? 


[Answer] At this moment certainly not. Buc we are deeply convinced that 
it is impossible to live for a long time in such a state of contradiction 
between peace for one’s own use and a state of war continuing, for example, 
in Lebanon. Sooner or later a consciousness of this wili make its way 

into Egyptian society. I will say openly that Egypt can, but President 
Sadat cannot, take part in joint Arab actions. We owe Egyptian society 
much gratitude for its sacrifice and for the contribution which it has 

made for the sake of our cause during the long history of the Palestinian 
movement. 


[Question] You pointed to the need for integration and solidarity on the 
part of the Arab states. Has integration in the Palestinian movement 
itself taken place? 


{Answer} With all certainty one can talk about huge progress. We have 
not reached an ideal state and it is certainly difficult to talk about it 
in the future. But it is a fact that currently various Palestinian 
organizations and currents have succeeded in unifying and integrating 
themselves around the basic objective, which is the restoration of the 
rights cf our nation and the creation of our own state. 


CSO: 2600 











INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BELGRADE ‘BORBA' INTERVIEWS PLO'S KHALID AL-FAHUM 
Belgrade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian 16 Jul 79 pp 1, 5 AU 


[Interview which Khalid al-Fahum, president of the Palestinian National Coun- 
cil granted to BORBA correspondent Dejan Lukic presumably in Damascus on 
15 July] 


[Text] Damascus, 15 July--"President Tito has sided, before any other non- 
Arab leader, with the Palestinian people and asserted the right of the 
Palestinians to determine their own destiny and to establish an independent 
State on their national territory; Yugoslavia and its president are an ir- 
replaceable factor in the development and activity of the nonalined movement 
in making it capable of playing its role in the building and strengthening 
of peace for all people throughout the world. The relations between the PLO 
and Yugoslavia are highly developed and our strong desire is to continue to 
develop them to mutual benefit and interest.” That was stated, among other 
things, in an interview for BORBA by Khalid al-Fahum, president of the Pales- 
tinian National Council, who will arrive on a visit to our country tomorrow 
at the invitation of the SFRY assembly president. 


Rejection of the Camp David Agreement 


Question: Rapid changes and complication of developments has recently oc- 
curred in the Middle East. How does the Palestinian resistance movement 
assess the present moment, its causes and possible consequences? 


Answer: The treaty concluded at Camp David, the agreement between Israel, 
Egypt and the United States, has created a new, critical and complicated 
situation in the Middle East. That situation is essentially the result of 
President al-Sadat's deviation from the decisions of the Arab summit meeting 
in Rabat, the nonalined movement, the Islamic forums and the UN General As- 
sembly. Egypt has separated itself from other Arab countries and the direct 
result of it is an increase in Israeli arrogance and aggression which we are 
now witnessing. 





The PLO has rejected the Camp David agreement because it is a separate peace 
treaty and is aimed at annexing the Palestinian territories by Israel under 
a mask of legality. ‘a addition, the Palestinian problem and the future of 
the Palestinian people were discussed at Camp David in the absence of that 
people and without its approval. The Arabs, the friendly peoples, the non- 
alined countries headed by Yugoslavia, have on several occasions strongly 
asserted that the Middle East problem cannot be resolved without the parti- 
cipation of the Palestinians through their sole and legitimate representa- 
tive, the PLO. The Camp David agreement was formulated without us, without 
the PLO and, accordingly, from our viewpoint it is invalid. 


Complications in the Middle East continue and that will be so until President 
al-Sadat and the United States give up their present policy. 


Question: Accordingly, do you consider that the PLO could on the basis of 
the present state of affairs participate in anyway in the solving of the 
crisis? 


Answer: The PLO rejects the Camp David agreement. We adhere to the decisions 
of the United Nations, Rabat and the nonalined countries. What is happening 
now is against those decisions. For that reason the PLO cannot in any form 
participate in the present talks. 


Problem of the West Bank and Gaza 


Question: Why do the Palestinians reject the idea of a so-called autonomy on 
the West Bank and in the Gaza area? 


Answer: If we return to the latest statements made by the Israeli leaders 
it is clear that they consider such “administrative authority” as a form in 
which the Israeli Army will stay on the West Bank even after the 5-year 
transitional period envisaged by the Camp David agreement. In addition, the 
Israeli leaders irrevocably state that Israel's right to the West Bank is a 
fact which cannot be discussed at all. For that reason autonomy is occupa- 
tion in an indirect way. What does the presence of the Israeli Army mean? 
Autonomy is essentially "communal administration." The municipalities on 
the West Bank now perform their task but under the shadow of occupation. 


Within the context of the so-called autonomy the municipalites would con- 
tinue to perform their functions as if the occupation had ceased, while 

in fact the occupation continues. All this is an attempt to give the occupa- 
tion a legal form. The Palestinians cannot accept the occupation of their 
country for eternity or anything else except the right to decide on their 
destiny themselves. 


Question: How would you define the PLO basic line now and where do you see 
an outcome of the present complications? 











Answer: The PLO is now moving along a political line together with all Arab 
countries except Egypt, with friendly countries of the world, the nonalined 
and Islamic countries. In our advance we act from the positions of the Rabat 
conference and we are making efforts to make the whole world understand that 
Palestine is the heart of the Middle East problem. The activity has al- 
ready yielded results; demands for a comprehensive solution are heard in- 
creasingly more frequently in Western Europe. What we have now is a separate 
peace. We are working on realizing Arab solidarity and on finding a mechanism 
with which the Baghdad summit decisions will be realized. The realization 
must rest on the “leverage” represented by the countries of front line con- 
frontation with Israel. For that reason it is necessary to find firm me- 
chanism to help those countries in the financial, military and other fields. 


Awaiting Summit Meeting 


Question: In your view what are the Arab countries expected to do so that 
this idea can be realized? 


Answer: At the Baghdad summit meeting most Arab countries, among other 
things, adopted finanical obligations. Most of the countries have thus far 
fulfilled their obligations toward the PLO, Syria and Jordan. We hope that 
the remaining countries will also fulfill their obligations soon. 


A decision that the Arab countries should coordinate their activity in the 
world so as to animate the world community for their cause was also adopted 
in Baghdad. This problem will be discussed at a meeting of the Arab League, 
which we moved from Egypt to Tunisia, in September. A new Arab summit meet- 
ing without al-Sadat is also being considered. 


Question: Does this mean that you envisage a new summit meeting? 


Answer: At this moment that is only being considered. We believe that a 
summit meeting is necessary so as to give the Baghdad decisions new dynamics. 


Question: Do you believe that the Arab countries could use oil to a greater 
extent and more effectively as an instrument of pressure toward an overall 
solution? 


Answer: A constant pressure exists that the Palestinians and their problem 
should be liquidated to the detriment of the Palestinian people. That is 
somthing that the Arabs will not allow, something threatening the entire 
Arab destiny. For that reason the Arab countries must use all means against 
such attempts. We consider it a “legitimate right of self-defense." There- 
for, if the United States and al-Sadat continue along this path, the Arab 
countries will be forced to use all weapons, including oil. 


O11, Solidarity and Pressures 


Question: Do clear threats from the West exist? 

















Answer: The Arabs do not favor problems, but rather cooperation with all 
countries of the world. However, when the future of the Palestinians or 
Arabs as a whole is threatened, then one is forced to use everything one has 
to defend himself. As far as American threats are concerned, I would say that 
Washington should, before thinking about any threats, think about the assist- 
ance which it extended to Israel and with which it has enabled Israel to 
occupy Arab lands and to continue aggression. The Americans should ask 
themselves if they will eventually force the Arabs to draw the weapon or oil. 


Question: How do you assess the Iragqi-Syrian rapprochement within the context 
of Arab solidarity? 


Answer: The PLO has always believed that every rapprochement between the 
Arabs is a contribution to the Palestinian struggle. The rapprochement be- 
tween Syria and Iraq has made us happy. What has been done so far repre- 
sents a good, fruitful and progressive thing. At the same time it is a 
strong impetus for the Palestinian struggle, particularly since Egypt has 
left the conflict. We must make up for the loss of Egypt and the Iraqi- 
Syrian rapprochement is a great step toward that goal. 


Question: Currently how are relations between the PLO and Jordan, one of the 
basic front line countries? 


Answer: The dialog with Jordan has advanced. Both we and Jordan have ac- 
cepted the Baghdad decisions. In Baghdad, Jordan once again accepted the 
principle that only the Palestinians, or rather the PLO, can decide on Pales- 
tinians. On the political plane there exists a certain level of coordination 
of activities. All in all, relations are not bad although here and there 
sensitivities from the past emerge. We hope that in time we will overcome 
that too, and for that reason we continue the dialog. 


Irreplaceable Activity of Nonalined Countries 


Question: How would you assess the nonalined policy and its importance in 
the service of the struggle of the Palestinian people for the realization of 
their rights? 


Answer: Before I answer that question I would like to say that the nonalined 
movement has always taken the side of legitimate Arab rights, understanding 
the importance of stability for peace in the Middle East, Europe and the 
world. 


I would like to firmly emphasize and recall the role which our great friend 
President Tito has played and is playing now in that respect. Tito has 
sided, before any other non-Arab leader, with the Palestinian people and 
asserted our right to determine our own destiny and the right to establish 
our own state. Yugoslavia and its president are an irreplaceable factor in 
the development and activity of the nonalined movement aimed at making it 
capable of fulfilling its irreplaceable role in building and consolidating 
peace throughout the world. 








I wish to emphasize that the nonalined countries were the first, immediately 
after the Arab League, to accept the PLO as a full-fledged member of their 
community. That is a great thing for us. In addition to that, the deci- 
sions adopted at the meetings of nonalined countries have confirmed the PLO 
as the only legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. 


Question: What would you say about the present relations between the PLO and 
Yugoslavia? 


Answer: We estimate that these relations are firm and friendly and that 
they are continuously developing. We do not forget that from the very begin- 
ning Yugoslavia has firmly stood by the principles of support for the PLO. 
Tito understood and emphasized before others that the Palestinian problem 

is the core of the Middle East crisis. We want to further continue to de- 
velop these relations in mutual interest. We believe among other things that 
the times between the PLO and Yugoslavia are a part of Yugoslavia's good 
relations with the Arab world as a whole within which the Palestinian prob- 
lem is at the core of the dispute. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


LIBYAN-PALESTINIAN SUMMIT EXAMINED 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL-‘ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 25 Jun-1 Jul 79 p 4 


[Article by Nihad al-Mashnuq: "Fourth Steadfastness and Confrontation Summit; 
Palestinian-Libyan Coordination Parallel to Baghdad Summit; What Dialogue 
Preserves Minimal Solidarity?" ] 


[Text] Beirut--At the time when the Syrian-Iraqi summit was being held in 
Baghdad, another “summit” was held in Libya between the Palestinian 
resistance and the Libyan leadership. The coincidence is not in timing 
alone. Work in the two summits proceeded along the single line of preserving 
the minimal Arab solidarity and of trying to develop this minimal limit 
resolutely and deliberately. The Syrian and Iraqi presidents have declared 

a unified political and military leadership to exert efforts to lay down 

the practical foundations for unity between Syria and Iraq. This constitutes 
an initial step. Meanwhile, an initial Palestinian-Libyan move was made in 
Libya to exert efforts for holding a fourth summit for the Steadfastness 

and Confrontation Front--a summit that would include Iraq. If this cannot 

be done tor various reasons, then there is nothing to prevent laying down 
new foundations to deal with the Arab situation after the Baghdad summit 
resolutions are exhausted politically, because standing idle at the limit 

of these resolutions means subjecting the Arabs to the policy waiting for 

the new U.S. initiative. If this initiative does not come--and all those 

who met in Libya do not expect it to come--the Arab position will be devoided 
of its steadfast content, at least. 


There is no difference between what took place in Baghdad on the one hand 
and in Libya on the other. But there are two methods of action that seek 
qualitative development in the Arab position. Moreover, these two methods 
meet at their initial point of movement. Libyan Chairman Mu'ammar al- 
Qadhdhafi intends to conduct in the next few days an Arab tour druing which 
he will visit Iraq, Syria, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates and Saudi 
Arabia. He will end his tour with a visit to the Soviet Union to discuss 
with its leaders the future of the area's situation. 


It has also been announced that President Hafiz al-Asad, who has just come 
from Baghdad, will visit Moscow at the end of this month. Meanwhile, it is 








expected that ‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddam, the Syrian minister of foreign affairs, 
will tour a number of Arab capitals to discuss with their officials the 
means to develop the Arab position without undermining its solidarity. 

The agreement between the two “summits” comes by way of Palestine. Though 
the Palestinian issue is the justification for disagreement among the Arab 
regimes and disagreement between a large part of the Arab peoples and their 
regimes, it is also the justification for common action and for actions that 
meet in their goal. 


This is why the Libya summit must be understood insofar as the Palestinian 
resistance is concerned. The resistance can be either a center of Arab 
polarization or a factor for clashes among the Arabs. The two roles are 

not conflicting. When conditions deteriorate in the Arab arena, the various 
Arab forces focus on polarizing the Palestinian, and the first objective 

of the Palestinian action becomes that of restoring the link among the 
various Arab sides. 


This Illusory Belief 


To preserve this role of a link among the Arab sides, which is its most 
important role, the resistance must secure a levelof internal coordination 
that constitutes a hedge against the polarization by the various Arab forces 
in the Palestinian arena and that prevents some Arab forces from believing 
that they can polarize the Palestinian in any rivalry or conflict with other 
Arab forces. 


The resistance was recently faced with a difficult choice for many reasons, 
primarily the Egyptian-Israeli treaty. The resistance rejects polarization 
as a pattern of relations but it is forced at times to deal with the points 
of Arab polarization while regaining its ability to make a move to preserve 
as much as possible the vital link in the Arab arena. 


Efforts are currently in progress to achieve two goals: First, the 
solidarity of the Palestinian arena in the face of all the new changes 
cropping up in the Arab and Middle Eastern arena. The second is to obviate 
the negative results of Arab evasion of the solidarity created by the 
Baghdad summit resolutions. 


The purpose of the second goal is to prevent the rise of Arab axes as long 
as the Egyptian-Israeli treaty continues to be effective, because the 

rise of axes within the Baghdad summit will give the Egyptian president 
the opportunity to return to the Arab arena directly or indirectly through 
one of these axes. 


Has It Succeeded? 


The Palestinian endeavor on which Yasir ‘Arafat and Abu Iyad focused during 
their visit to Libya, which preceded the summit, was to prevent the rise of 
clear-cut axes and to exploit as much as possible the lively dialogue among 
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the Baghdad summit Arabs and the dialogue between the Arabs and the Palestin- 
ians, because the resistance benefits from Arab dialogue and gets hurt 
by Arab axes. 


Has ‘Arafat succeeded in his endeavor? 


The news of the tour that Colonel al-Qadhdhefi intends to make in the Arab 
capitals, including Riyadh, means initially adoption of the logic of dialogue 
and steering clear of clear-cut axes, in order to achieve qualitative progress 
in the Baghdad summit resolutions. 


The Palestinian-Libyan meeting also succeeded in finding common grounds for 
political coordination among the Palestinian resistance factions. 


But why Libya? 


It is true that Libya is geographically remote from the tangential line of 
confrontation with the enemy, but its stances of hostility toward the 
Egyptian-Israeli treaty have exposed Libya to threats by the Egyptian-Israeli 
axis. Moreover, the treaty has laid Libya open to the Egyptian-Israeli 

axis through, of course, Egyptian instruments. Libya's opposition to this 
axis means confrontation with Israel. 


As a first step, this requires Palestinian-Libyan coordination that takes four 
factors into consideration: 


First, the geo-political position of Libya, cons‘dering Libya's confrontetion 
with Israel by way of the Egyptian-Israeli treaty. 


Second, the Libyan financial, training and political commitment to the 
Palestinian resistance. 


Tiiird, the changes in the Arab arenes that have made Libya wary of some 
alliances at a time when it lives under the apprehension of an Egyptian 
attack. 


Fourth, the difference between the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front 
countries and the broad front of the Baghdad summit. 


It Was Political Declaration 


Insofar as the first factor is concerned, the meeting of all the Palestinian 
resistance factions in Libya was tantamount to a political declaration 

that the resistance supports Libya in the face of whatever the Egyptians or 
others may think of. 


In return for this, there was a positive and maximal Libyan financial 
commitment and commitment to provide training. Resistance sources have 
asserted that Colonel al-Qadhdhafi has agreed to pay 50 million dollars to 
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the PLO--a sum constituting Libya's share toward the Baghdad summit resolu- 
tions. He has also agreed to support the Lebanese National Movement 
materially and to help the southern inhabitants in the same way. The Libyan 
leadership has also agreed to supply the Palestinian resistance with all the 
weapons it needs. It is said that ‘Arafat presented a list of the requirements 
and that all its contents have been approved. Insofar as the changes and 
alliances in the Arab arena are concerned, ‘Arafat was eager to reduce the 
Libyan sensitivity toward the Syrian-Iraqi unity. The reason for this 
sensitivity is the fact that Libya is not close to the unity. Alleviation 
of the sensitivity was achieved through the reasoning that a country ca! ling 
for Arab unity and for confronting Israel must not take a negative stance 
toward a unity whose main bannerline is fighting Israel. Thus, it seemed 

as if ‘Arafat was an instrument of explanation and of querying in the Arab 
world. 


As for the difference between the Steadfastness Front and the Baghdad summit 
states, agreement has been reached to keep this difference subject to the 
requirements of the political truce, at least in this phase. This is how 
the PLO regained its role as a linking force after having been nominated to 
be the circle of polarization. 


Colonel al-Qadhdhafi's decision to conduct an Arab tour is an indication of 
this linking role. This decision is part of the discussions that took place 
between all the resistance leaderships on the one hand and the Libyan 
leadership on the other. 


Hawatimah: Fourth Steadfastness Summit 
What was the content of these talks? 


Nayif Hawatimah, the secretary general of the Democratic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine, has told AL-NAHAR AL~-‘ARABI WA AL-DUWALI that the over- 
whelming majority in the Palestinian arena views the Baghdad summit 
resolutions as a negative defensive plan that stops at the limit of pre- 
cautionary measures to obstruct the extension of the Egyptian-Israeli 

treaty to other Arab parties. “In our opinion, this plan is not enough to 
deter al-Sadat and not enough to persuade the United States. The Arab 

action in its entirety must be developed into an action truly capable of 
blockading al-Sadat's regime, especially since there are a number of Arab 
countries that evade implementing the economic measures [boycotting Egypt). 
Moreover, political mobilization by the official Saudi and Jordanian informa- 
tion media has been stopped through the intervention of Washington. 


"This situation motivated the resistance factions to exert efforts to 

develop the Arab position through the convocation of a fourth summit for the 
Steadfastness and Confrontation Front so that this summit may lay down new 
foundations for dealing with the situation, otherwise the rumors about a 

new U.S. plan to settle the area's crisis will lead to more disintegration in 
the Baghdad resolutions. Jordan, for example, has begun to advocate the 


12 








united Arab kingdom plan. This is in violation of the Baghdad resolutions 
that reaffirm the Algiers and Rabat resolutions stating that the PLO is the 
su'e legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. 


“In view of this situation, we have had to exert active efforts for the 
convocation of a fourth summit of the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front 
and to put the Arab countries face to face with a new reality. I have toured 
a number of countries, including Algeria, Libya and Syria, and members of the 
Democratic Front's Political Bureau have visited the Democratic Yemen. 
Agreement was reached with the Libyans on a Palestinian-Libyan summit as an 
inlet to the Steadfastness Front meeting. 


“We have found the Libyans to be ready to participate actively in the convo- 
cation of the fourth summit of the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front. 
They acknowledge the dangers that may emanate from continuation of the 
present Arab situation on the one hand and they are aware of new efforts 
being exerted by the U.S. Department of State--efforts revealed recently. 
The U.S. envoy {no name given] came to demand that the sharp opposition 

to the Egyptian-Israeli treaty be stopped, provided that this be a price for 
an understanding to pacify the Egyptian-Libyan front. 


"The Libyan leadership was not ready for this kind of understanding. At the 
same time, this leadership is harassed by the Egyptian attack. This is why 
we have agreed to form joint Libyan-Palestinian delegations to visit the 
Steadfastness countries and Iraq to call for the fourth summit.” 





Series of Initiatives 
Can this movement succeed? 


Hawatimah says in reply: “Regardless of how relatively small the degree of 
the optimism is, there is nothing we can do but embark on a number of 
initiatives with the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front capitals and to 
insist on holding a fourth summit in order to put an end to the ever- 
escalating state of laxity in the Arab area and to come up with new resolu- 
tions stipulating specifically the need for economic and oil boycott against 
the United States and for terminating all the dialogue with the U.S. solutions 
for the Middle Eastern issues. 


“Thus, all the Arab regimes will come face to face with new criteria for the 
inter-Arab relations and it will be possible to develop the Baghdad 
resolutions, otherwise these resolutions will turn from minimal-limit 
resolutions into maximal-limit resolutions through action and the commitment 
to these minimal-limit resolutions will begin to deteriorate, as is happening 
now.” 


Zuhayr Muhsin: Working Within Framework of Consensus 


Zuhayr Muhsin, secretary general of al-Sa'iqah Organization and member of 
the Syrian Ba'th Party National Command, has a different opinion on the 
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possibility of the success of the Palestinian-Libyan summit formula and on 
a fourth summit for the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front with the 
participation of Iraq at a time when the relations of Iraq, which is in 
alliance with Syria, are going through a tense state with some sides in the 
Steadfastness and Confrontation Front. Zuhayr Muhsin says: 


“Not every resolution adopted is subject to practical or quick implementation, 
nor is it essential that matters be completely facilitated in the face of 
such a resolution. This reflects the position of the parties that agree 

on such a resolution. There are certain Arab sides that are eager to 
maintain the framework of the Steadfastness Front and to keep this formula 
from fusing within the framework of the more comprehensive Arab consensus 
which was embodied in the Baghdad summit. There are also the Palestinian 
sides that can establish good and special relation with the parties partici- 
pating in the Steadfastness Front but cannot establish similar relations 

with the conservative Arab regimes. 


"The dilemma into which these sides have fallen is that the three Steadfastness 
Front conferences--even though they were able to formulate a clearer, more 
definite and more fundamental political position in opposing al-Sadat's 

policy and the U.S. settlement--were not able to proceed in the direction of 
adopting practical and tangible measures capable of bolstering the steadfastness 
of the actual confrontation forces. Those conferences were also unable to 
influence tangibly the development of the positions of the other Arab 
governments toward a'-Sadat's course. This means that the Confrontation 

Front did not provide any practical material capabilities to the confrontation 
forces. The other Arab countries were content to take a neutral position 
between the Steadfastness Front sides on the one hand and al-Sadat on the 
other during the period between the Jerusalem visit and the signing of the 
Camp David accords. Meanwhile, the Baghdad summit succeeded practically in 
forming a comprehensive Arab position opposed to the al-Sadat line, in 
adopting effective measures to isolate his regime and in approving a 

relatively good financial support for the confrontation forces. If this 
support comes through, it will be better than whatever was decided in all 
preceding Arab conferences. 


"The other dilemma of the Steadfastness Front is the position of Iraq, which 
has preferred to keep away from this front and whose initiative has been 

able to achieve greater success. This is why the parties to the Steadfastness 
Front focus on the importance of Iraq's accession to the front as a funda- 
mental factor in giving the front the vitality and capability needed to 
enable this front to play a more effective role in the Arab political life. 


“In any case, if the fourth Steadfastness summit is held with or without Iraq 
and if it fails to reflect a more advanced position than that of the Baghdad 
resolutions, then this would automatically lead to the disintegration of this 
front. Therefore, even though we have gone along with the Palestinian and 
Arab sides that call for holding this summit, we do not advise that matters 
be rushed before it becomes clear to what degree it is possible to persuade 
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Iraq to join this summit, especially in the wake of the positive coup that 
has taken place in Iraq's relations with Syria--the previous negative 
relationship with Syria was one of the most important factors for Iraq's 
disinclination to participate in the Steadfastness Front. We also advise 
against rushing matters before it can be found out how far the front can go 
beyond the political position, despite its importance, to adopt practical 
and tangible resolutions that reflect a greater degree of pan-Arab commitment 
to confronting the enemies. 


“However, matters will be fatal to the Steadfastness Front if some of the 
Steadfastness countries continue to hesitate in meeting the financial 
commitments incumbent upon them while the other countries fulfill their 
comitments regularly.” 


8494 
CSO: 4802 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB INVESTMENTS SECURITY ORGANIZATION HESITATES TO DROP ECYPT 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 18 May 79 p 59 


{[Article: "Kuwaiti Funds in Egypt Prevent Suspension of Its Membership in 
Investments Security Organization"™] 


[Text] Even though Kuwait is more eager than other Arab states to boycott 
Egypt and freeze its membership in the various joint Arab organizations and 
funds, it appears less so when it comes to suspending Egypt's membership 

in the Arab Investments Security Organization [AISO] and halting all the 
organization's operations in Egypt. This has delayed adoption of a sus- 
pension decision as well as execution of a study of the damage which such a 
decision would cause to Kuwati funds in particular--and Arab funds in 
general--currently invested in Egypt, and the reverberations and reactions 
which would ensue in Egypt, and possibly Sudan. 


In order to discover the reasons behind the Kuwaiti position, one must look 
into the details of the AISO's activities to learn the total volume of 
secured investments, Egypt's share in these investments and who has made 
these investments. 


The organization began its activity in May 1975 and made an appeal for the 
propagation of its message entitled "Removing Investments From Political 
Dangers." Its purpose was to encourage the movement of Arab capital among 
member states for the financing of development efforts by providing the 
Arab investor with a guarantee of compensation for losses suffered to his 
investments due to noncommercial risks, and by promoting research related 
to determining investment opportunities and conditions within the member 
countries. 


Organization membership is open to all Arab countries or state authorities 
appointed to these countries. Membership presently includes 18 Arab states 
which shared in funding the subscribed capital of 21.5 million Kuwaiti dinars 
(approximately $78 million). Saudi Arabia's share, which is the largest, is 
3.75 million dinars or approximately 17.5 percent of the total capital. 
Kuwaiti's share. «aich is second in size, is 3 million dinars or about 14 


percent. 








What are the host countries for these investments/ 


Five Arab states receive the investments mentioned. Occupying the first 
rank is Egypt with investments totaling 6.55 million dinars ($23.776 
million), consisting of 4.55 million dinars in Kuwaiti investments and 
2 million dinars in Lebanese investments. 


Second in investments received is Sudan, with a total of 6.5 million Kuwaiti 
dinars ($23.5 million), consisting of 5 million dinars in Kuwaiti investments 
and 1.5 dinars in Arab-French investments belonging to the International 
Farab Bank, which is a joint foreign and Arab bank. 


The third rank is occupied by the YAR with investments of 5 million dinars 
(over $18 million), all fro Kuwaiti investors. 


Fourth in investments is Jordan, which only has 430,000 dinars ($1.5 million) 
in secured funds from the AISO. All of these investments are also Kuwaiti. 


In fifth place is Mauritania which has received secured investments of 
158,000 dinars (572,000 dinars [sic]) from Morocco. 


It can be concluded from these figures that Kuwaiti funds represent 80 
percent of the total investments secured by the AISO. One factor which 
probably contributed to this is that the main headquarters of the organi- 
zation is in Kuwait. 


Kuwaiti investments in Egypt represent more than 30.5 percent, and if we 
count Sudan the total percentage is over 64 percent. In other words, Kuwait's 
secured investments total $54 million, of which $35 million is invested in 
Egypt anc Sudan. 


This explains Kuwait's concern about the problem of suspending Egypt's 
membership in the AISO and the extent of the repercussions which this 
suspension would have on Kuwaiti investments in Egypt. 


What intensifies this concern is the fact that most of Kuwait's investments 
belong to Kuwaiti individuals and organizations and have been invested in 
various projects within Egypt, including aluminum and fertilizer plants and 
poultry production. These individuals and organizations f:«l confident 
about their investments on the basis that they are secured by the AISO. 

But if the organization were to boycott Egypt, this would affect the status 
of these investments and might induce the concerned Egyptian authorities 

to refuse to fulfill their obligations toward the investors. 


If Arab investments in Egypt--or more precisely, secured Kuwaiti investments-- 
are rather small, totaling under $24 million, unsecured Arab investments-- 
especially those of Saudi Arabia--far exceed this amount, totaling in the 
hundreds of millions of dollars. Having been in existence for only 3 years, 
the ALISO has aspirations to double these investments and so to take part in 
promoting the investment of Arab funds in Egyptian projects in order to 

help the Egyptian economy confront its problems. 
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Observers feel that an AISO decision to boycott Egypt would tend to have 
repercussions not only on secured Arab investments but on existing unsecured 
investments in Egy t, as well. Therefore, AISO officials want to take 

theiz time in studying this problem prior to making an appropriate decision 
which will not bring harm to Arab investors. 


The AISO consists of a council which includes one representative from each 
member state, and meets once a year. The council was scheduled to meet in 
the middle of last April in Kuwait, but lack of agreement on a resolution 
to boycott Egypt led to postponement of the meeting on the pretext that a 
quorum had not been attained. Contacts are now being made among member 
states, and these contacts have probably led to a move to hold an annual 
meeting of the assembly without adopting a boycott resolution. 


Those who hold this opinion base it on the decisions of the Cunference of 
Arab Ministers of State, Finance and Economy which met in Baghdad last month 
pertaining to the desire to avoid bringing harm on the Egyptian people by 
the imposition of a boycott. In view of the fact that most of these in- 
vestments belong to individuals and organizations in the Arab private sector, 
it is not improbable that the aforementioned decisions will be apllied to 
Egypt. 


The Arab experts concerned with securing investments are the ones who are 
most intent on creating a suitable way out of the problem of Arab invest- 
ments in Egypt. Their aim is not the welfare of the investors as much as 
maintaining confidence in the Arab organization and as a consequence in 
investment in the Arab region. 


These experts know better than others how much the Arab countries have 
suffered from the upset in confidence in investment in the region in the 
wake of the chain of nationalization ard administration decisions, not to 
mention the succession of revolutions and the internal wars they have gone 
through--events which have led to the exodus of Arab capital into large 
investments and varied sectors in foreign countries. 


When the AISO was established, its purpose was to isolate investments from 
political factors. It has made considerable prog~ess in this area, and 
has been able, although gradually, to restore lost confidence in relative 
terms. Thus, is it allowable to permit new political influences to destroy 
this confidence? 


The law considers the AISO, which is the only organization of its kind in 

the Arab world, to be the first international security organization in the 
world as a whole. It was established with the aim of improving the investment 
climate in the Arab homeland. 


What is needed in this area is strengthened confidence in the Arab system and 
respect for the law. But will this occur without separating politics from 
economics, or without freeing investments from political handicaps? 


8591 
CSO: 4592 











INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


FATAH OFFICIALS MEET WITH PORTUGUESE PEACE COUNCIL DELEGATION 


Voice of Palestine (Clandestine) in Arabic to the Arab World 0645 GMT 
1l Jul 79 JIN 


{Text] Brothers Abu Salih and Abu Iyad, Fatah Central Committee members; 
‘Abdallah Hurani, president of the Palestinian Peace Council; Abu Hatin, 
official in charge of Fatah's foreign relations; and ‘Arabi ‘Awwad [no title 
given] met with a Portuguese peace council delegation led by (Costa Gomes) 
at the PLO political department headquarters yesterday evening. 


The Portuguese delegation is made up of (Jose Demental), member of parlia- 
ment and of the Portuguese Socialist Party command, and Comrade (Pilas Per- 
terera), member cf the Portuguese Communist Party Central Committee. 


The two sides reviewed the political situation in the area in the wake of 
the Camp David agreements and discussed ways to strengthen relations between 
the Palestinian and Portuguese peoples and their democratic forces. 


The two sides also reviewed current preparations for the conference of 


solidarity with the Arab people and their central cause of Palestine. The 
conference is scheduled to be held in Lisbon on 2 November. 


CSO: 4802 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


KUWAITI PAPER FEARS NEW STEP IN MIDEAST PEACE PROCESS 
Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 0740 GMT 1 Jul 79 LD 


[Text] Kuwait--AL-QABAS expects the crystalization in the foreseeable future 
ef “the formula to be approved for the participation of the PLO in the peace- 
ful negotiations in agreement with Jordan and unanimous Arab blessing of a 
European initiative in which the Soviet Union plays a prominent role similar 
to the American role in the first phase of the shock peace between Egypt 

and Israel." 


AL-Q/ BAS says thizt piecing the facts together indicates that the United States 
and the Soviet Union “reached an understanding at the Vienna summit on the 
following phase of peace in the Middle East by means of handing the initiative 
to Europe." The paper says that it seems we are now experiencing the pro- 
logue to the second phase of a solution in the Middle East. It adds: "The 
mere fact that we have reached that prologue means that the first phase has 
been completed successfully, the phase embodied in the peace treaty between 
Egypt and Israel." 


In connection with Jordan's stand in that phase AL-QABAS says: "It seems 
that Jordan, which has been monitoring from the beginning the international 
moves and the preliminary wooing of Yasir ‘Arafat by the socialist interna- 
tional, has had its fears aroused that in the end a solution may be reached 
at the expense of the Hashemite Kingdom." It adds: "From this derives the 
sudden interest in Jordan for fear that Amman may take a (desperate) step 
in anticipation of unfavorable developments." 


In conclusion of its editorial AL-QABAS asks: "Is it not for this that the 
new Arab summit conference will be held"? 


CSO: 4802 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


SAUDI ARABIA TO FINANCE YAR DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 23 Jun 79 p 2 


[Text] 


cso: 


4820 


Work is well advanced toward 
the target of building 451 
kilometers of road in the country 
— including two important links 
with south-western Saudi Arabia. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


DENY NEW ARAB SUMMIT--Kuwait, 8 Jul--Kuwait today denied that there are any 
inter-Arab contacts going on to hold a new Arab summit conference. ‘Abd al- 
‘Aziz Husayn, minister of state for cabinet affairs, told journalists today 
that the Arab League has not sent out any invitations for such a conference 
and that “there are no inter-Arab contacts going on at present in this re- 
gard and that Kuwait has taken no steps in that direction.” Husayn added 
that Kuwait's position is still the same as it was since the signing of the 
Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty and the transfer of the Arab League headquarters 
from Cairo to Tunis: that a strong Arab League should be founded and a new 
secretary general should be selected to enable the league to resume its 
activities and pan-Arab tasks. Referring to the tour which the new Arab 
League secretary, General Chedli Klibi, plans to make to the league's member 
countries, Husayn said that the purpose of the tour is to acquaint him with 
officials in these countries "and discuss important matters pertaining to 
the work of the league." [Text] [Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 1230 GMT 8 Jul 79 LD] 


LEBANON IMAM DETAINED IN LIBYA--Kuwait--The Kuwaiti AL-QABAS said today that 
Lebanese Shi'ite leader Al-Imam Musa al-Sadr, who disappeared about 10 months 
ago in suspicious circumstances, is presently detained in Libya at a train- 
ing camp in the heart of the desert. In a dispatch from Beirut, which it 
did not attribute to any source, the paper said that Al-Imam al-Sadr, who 
disappeared at the end of a visit to Libya, was being detained at a camp 
called Abu Hadi, which is about 200 km from the town of Surt, which is 
situated on the Mediterranean. Libya has denied more than once that it had 
detained Al-Imam al-Sadr [passage indistinct]. [Text] [Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 
0750 GMT 12 Jul 79 LD) 
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NORTH AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


HUDA AL-HUSAYN REPORTS ON NORTH AFRICA, SAHARA PROBLEM 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 15 Jun 79 pp 22, 23 


[Article by Huda al-Husayn: "Moroccan Expectations Regarding the Sahara 
Problem" ] 


[Text] The Sahara problem eclipsed other events this 
week with King Hassan II's issuance of an order to the 
Moroccan Royal Forces to employ the right cf pursuit 
in defense of Moroccan territory and the safety of Moroc- 
can territory and the safety of Moroccan citizens. 
This move came immediately after Polisario forces 
made an incursion into Morocco from Algerian ter- 
ritory. An Algerian spokesman promptly announced 

that Algeria respects Moroccan international borders, 
but not Moroccan expansions! The Algerian Foreign 
Ministry recalled Algeria's ambassadors to the five 
big powers which are permanent members of the Security 
Council and informed them that the entry of any Moroc- 
can soldier into Algerian territory means war. The 
evening paper AL-MAGHRIB responded with a statement 
that Algeria and Morocco are in a de facto state of 
war even though war has not been declared. A 

special correspondent for AL-HAWADITH sent the follow- 
ing report from al-Rabat: 


When King Hassan II found that the Independence Party held most of the 
seats in Parliament, he suggested that a new party needed to be established. 
He asked then Prime Minister Ahmed Osman to call a grouping of independents 
at the Hilton Hotel. All the representatives who had won without party 
membership joined this grouping which supported the state--that is King Has- 


san II--so that the number of nonsupporters of the king dwindled in this 
grouping. 


The first to be elected from the grouping was President of Parliament Dey 
Ould Sidi Baba. But we cannot disregard the fact that the people who gave 
their votes to the independent candidates did so because they were dissatisfied 
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with the other parties. They did not realize, however, that they were elect- 
ing a new “grouping” which was stronger than the party. 


It is true that for a time the grouping of independents was the ace card 
held by Hassan II, but this grouping has now become a virtual majority 
party which could possibly impair democracy in the future. However, be- 
fore we get to the danger stage--that is, the one-party stage--competition 
is now very great between the parties and some say that the government is 
augmenting this competition in order to cover up the economic difficulties 
which Morocco is experiencing, to the extent that the baccalaureate examina- 
tions last month developed into a political confrontation between the Boua- 
bid Party and the Boucetta Party. The Bouabid Party says that the test 
questions were leaked out to the students, and the Boucetta Party denies 
this. The Boucetta Party is forced to make this denial despite the fact 
that the leak did occur because the minister of national education, Izzad- 
din El Iraki, is a member of the Independence Party. 


Thus, Moroccan papers have begun coming out with big front page headlines 
dealing only with the leaking of the questions or the denial of this leak, 
while on the inside pages in a small, inconspicuous place the readers finds 
news about a strike in some plant or the steadfastness of the workers in 
another plant. 


While it is true that there is economic advancement in Morocco, the economic 
situation remains in a state of hardship to such an extent that the king was 
compelled to take a loan from the people. 


There are many reasons for the economic problems, the main one being, as 
Hassan II said himself, the fact that Morocco is forced to spend millions 
of Moroccan dirhams every day on the Sahara problem. Another reason is the 
rise in the price of oil. Despite the fact that the Moroccan monarch let it 
be known that oil exists in Morocco, exploration has not yet yielded any 
resu'ts. 


An additional reason for the economic problems is the worldwide fall in the 
price of phosphates. 


Economic troubles have become mixed up with political struggles. Thus, 
strikes have swept Morocco (students and workers), strikes which in reality 
were a declaration of the Moroccan youths’ non-acceptance of the Moroccan 
political situation in general (70 percent of the Moroccan population is 
under 40 years old, and 40 percent is under 20 years old). And then we can- 
not forget that in 1977 during the celebration of the second anniversary of 
the Green March, Hassan II made a speech in which he asserted the “right of 
pursuit against Algeria." Nonetheless, the people are suffering consider- 
ably from Algerian information, and they do not hear any response even in 
the form of information from the Moroccan side. The Moroccan people have 
refused to understand how a convoy composed of 120 military vehicles could 
penetrate into Morocco in spite of all the explanations that have been given 
to them (the Tan Tan incident). 
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While events have occurred rapidly in Morocco, they have also done so in 
North Africa as a whole, which includes Morocco, Algeria, Mauritania, Libya 
and Senegal. 


The death of the former Mauritanian prime minister, Bouceif, in the crash 
of the plane carrying him to Senegal aroused many suspicions, to the point 
that some asserted that the accident was arranged. It is well-known that 
France advanced Bouceif so that it could settle the Sahara problem, in 
spite of the fact that he was the strong man in Mauritania and a rightist 
subservient to France aad Morocco. Nonetheless, Mauritanian-Algerian com 
municationg have never been broken since the official Mauritanian delega- 
tion went to participate in the funeral of the late President Houari Bou- 
mediene. 


However, with the death of Bouceif, the resignation of President Ould 
Saleck and the formation of a new Mauritanian government, there still re- 
mains a missing link. What is it? 


At the beginning of last week, an Algerian-Mauritanian statement was issued 
announcing that diplomatic relations would soon be restored between the two 
countries. This occurred right after Libyan President Mu'ammar Qadhdhafi's 
trip to Algeria. One informed source says that Libyan economic aid to Mauri- 
tania was made conditional on allowing Qadhdhafi to serve as mediator be- 
tween Mauritania and the Polisario. 


But how can Qadhdhafi perform the role of defender of the rights of the 
Polisario while his troops are occupying a part of Western Sahara? 


One Arab diplomat told AL-HAWADITH that “some kind of exchange took place,” 
with Algeria to support Libya politically on the issues of Chad and Uganda 
in return for a similar position by Libya with respect to Algeria, on the 
condition that the Algerian Sahara story be kept aside during this stage. 
Nevertheless, Algeria knows that Morocco will agitate this matter and that 
Touareg may prevail on the population of this Sahara to demand a state. 

For this reason, Algerian leaders asked Qadhdhafi to withdraw from the Aozou 
region north of Chad. 


The Arab diplomat adds: “Libya needs Algeria to confront Egypt, and for 
the same reason Qadhdhafi improved his relations with Sudan. To put it 
briefly, Qadhdhafi wants to keep his head." 


In the midst of the disruption caused by these developments, observers as- 
sert that the problems must be dealt with between Morocco and Algeria. If 
this does not occur in the immediate future then it will be for Moroccan 
domestic reasons and the fact that the new Algerian president, Chadali Ben 
Jadid, who maintained complete control over the army, does not want to be 
concerned with foreign affairs but wishes to tend to the Algerian domes- 
tic situation, which is similar to that in Morocco. 
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On the other hand, after the announcement of the rapprochement between Mauri- 
tania and Algeria, Secretary of the OAU Kodto began shuttling between Morocco 
and Algeria, with the result that several messages were exchanged between 
Hassan II and Chadali Ben Jadid. 


What is Morocco’s opinion about all these matters? A high Moroccan offi- 
cial told AL-HAWADITH: "We have to wait because the situation will remain 
as it is now. The Algerian leadership is not firm yet. We no longer hear 
anything about Abdelaziz Bouteflika.” (Bouteflika was reportedly placed 
under house arrest immediately after his return from America because he, 
along with Tayebi Larbi, minister of agriculture during the Boumediene era, 
and Ahmed Draia, who was responsible for security, had refused to attend 
sessions of the party's Central Committee. Thus the party gave them a warn- 
ing of explusion, and expulsion possibly means house arrest.) 


We return to the Moroccan official, who said: "A change in Morocco's policy 
with regard to our Sahara is not forthcoming, and we are waiting for a change 
in the Algerian position." 


"Mauritanian-Algerian communications have not influenced Morocco at all, 
because Mauritania cannot disregard Morocco or Senegal. Mauritania is only 
trying to gain time. Senegal considers the Polisario something that has been 
fabricated, and does not want to feel that its borders are threatened from 
any side. Senegal wants Mauritania to be strong on its borders.” 


However, one Arab diplomat disagrees with the Moroccan official's opinion 
about the position of Senegal. He says: "“Senegal'’s main goal is to divide 
Mauritania because it feels that South Mauritania belongs to it, and thus 

it is adding fuel to the (al-Zanjiyah) matter. In the long run, Senegal 

has ambitions to divide Mauritania with Morocco, especially since many Moroc- 
cans believe Mauritania to be an artificial state.” 


Soulayman Haddad Amil, governor of the province of El Aaiun in Saguia El 
Hamra, who studied with President Boumediene at al-Azhar University, told 
AL-HAWALITH: "We do not meddle in the affairs of Mauritania. The Algerians 
and Libyans confirm that meetings have been obtained with the Mauritanian 
leadership, while the Mauritanians deny these claims and say that they 
remain the same as always. The truth? God knows. Boumediene? May God 
have mercy on him. I don't want to talk about him. Speak well of the dead. 
If he were alive I could have said much. I lived with him 9 months. We 
are like our king; we forgive. The new rulers? The problem is a problem 
of logic. If they want the best for their country, then they must look 

for stability. If their intentions are bad, then let them continue. 


"The problem requires time. I think about the best, because the wheels 
must turn. But I assert to you, in the name of every Moroccan, that it is 
impossible for us to give up Sahara, even if we all have to die for it. 
The Algerians know this very well. 
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“If peace occurs, what value is it to Algeria? We cannot try to get ahead 
of events. The situation changes according to the individuals involved. 
Despite the fact that the Algerians say that Ben Jadid's policy is the same 
as Boumediene’s, I say that his lifetime did not favor him in probing into 
certain problems, and he did not have enough experience. Whereas I believe 
Chadali has a broad mind. At any rate, and whatever the case may be, Al- 
geria has gotten itself into a bad situation and it must look for a way 
out. But we as Moroccans want only the best for the Algerians. 


“Qadhdhafi? Do you mean the Qadhdhafis? He interfers in every state in 
the world. I ask you, when has Qadhdhafi come to rest on one issue? He is 
not of a type which can be compared with the Moroccan personality; if you 


will pardon me, he is an improvising person, and I have not happened to meet 
hin. 


“The Polisario! We do not recognize their existence. All we know is that 
they are agents. Of whom? They are merely tools in the hands of Algeria, 
poor things.” 


This is what the Moroccan Army thinks! 


There are two currents of thought in Morocco concerning the Sahara problem: 
that of Hassan II and that of the Moroccan Army. Hassan II wants a peaceful 
solution of the Sahara problem while the army wants to launch an attack 
against Algeria. Naturally, the predominant opinion is that of Hassan II, 
who won complete support from the Saudis. King Khalid's visit to Fez will 
inevitably lead to positive results, both through an endorsement of good 
Saudi-French relations for the sake of Morocco and with regard to Saudi- 
Spanish relations. 


Mohamed Cherkaoui, former foreign minister of Morocco (and son-in-law of 
Hassan II) and the official responsible for Sahara affairs, told Al- 
HAWADITH: "Spain is now trying to cause complications. It says that it 
surrendered the administration but has not surrendered sovereignty. I said 
to the Spanish ambassador to Morocco, ‘How could you surrender sovereignty 
when you did not have sovereignty?’" 


I asked the former minister and ambassador Mohamed Cherkaoui about the under- 
lying reason for the tension in Moroccan-Spanish relations, and he replied: 
"From Tarik Ben Ziad to our present day we have been in a war with Spain. 

The Spanish have hereditary hatred for Morocco, exactly like Algeria." 


Concerning the fishing agreement, he said: "Spain lives on fish, and most 

of its boats fish in the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean, but within 
Moroccan territorial waters. The Spanish fleet is very big indeed and is 
invading and damaging Moroccan fish resources. Morocco reached agreement 
with Spain concerning doubl~ exploitation of ocean fishing. 
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"It is the current fashion in Spain today for a person to be against Morocco.” 


When I asked him about the “Saharan people,” Cherkaoui laughed and said: 
"The Sahara is an inland sea which joins Egypt, Libya, Sudan, Tunisia, Al- 
geria, Morocco, Mauritania, Senegal, Mali, Chad, Niger and Sudan. Thus, if 
anyone wanted to form a Saharan people, he is welcome to try! Becacse all 
the peoples here are Saharan. Four-fifths of Algeria is Saharan. Al) of 
Libya is Saharan except for the free ports on the Mediterranean. A large 
portion of Sudan and Egypt, and the majority of Chad, Niger and Mali...” 


A Moroccan official said to me: "You must not forget the French role, and 
the two meetings which the French president, d‘Estaing, is expected to hold 
with Hassan II and Chadali. And then France, which is seeking its economic 
interests in Africa, may have altered its previous plan to solve the Saharan 
problem, and Mauritania will in effect be neutralized; however, not to open 
up an opportunity for a bilateral confrontation between Algeria and Morocco, 
but for a “positive confrontation” through which Morocco can obtain its Sa- 
hara, and the wealth of the Sahara can be divided among Morocco, Algeria, 
Mauritania and France. And the Polisario story can come to an end." 
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NORTH AFRICAN AFFAIR 


MOROCCAN DEFECTOR TO POLISARIO CLAIMS SAHARAN GENOCIDE 
Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 14 Jun 79 p 7 
[Article by Guillermo Armengol Blason] 


[Text] On 28 February, coinciding with the celebrations 
of the third anniversary of the Democratic Republic of 
Arab Sahara, Haidar Mahfud, academy lieutenant of the 
Royal Moroccan Army, left his unit, which was estab- 
lished in Zag, in a Land Rover and surrendered to sol- 
diers of the POLISARIO Front who were scouting in the 
vicinity. For the first time a Moroccan officer is 
telling world op‘xaion that he is abandoning his country 
to stop being an accomplice in the genocide against the 
Saharan people. 


The city of Zag, situated in the southern part of Morocco, quite near Tan 
Tan--which was victoriously attacked by the POLISARIO Front during the last 
military offensive--has a garrison of 5,000 soldiers and a very reduced 
civilian population which has endured the indiscriminate repression of the 
Moroccan police. 


Haidar Mahfud, a lieutenant in the Moroccan Royal Army, number 39,441, 
graduated from the Royal Academy on 1 July 1977 and was sent directly to 
the Zag garrison. Born 23 years ago, the young officer is a progressive 
who looks with sympathy upon the fight being carried out by the opposition 
in his country. 


"My unit commander had gone out to take care of a few matters," Haidar 

Mahfud said. “I received reports from the surveillance unit that a POLISARIO 
Front unit war 'ess than 5 kilometers from the camp. I did not think twice. 
I took my djellaba and FAL rifle and drove the Land Rover out to meet the 
guerrillas, to whom I introduced myself and surrendered. It was 1900 hours 
on 28 February. 


"It was a great personal sacrifice, and I am aware of what I have done and 
the consequences which may follow. It is not without purpose that I am the 
first Moroccan to denounce an unjust situation, 














“Participation in this war is a betrayal of Moroccan youth, who are against 
it and who are aware of the crime being committed ageinst the Saharan people. 
In 1975, when Hassan organized the Green March, I was still in the Military 
Academy. There were prostitutes and a lot of money. ‘Are there no poor 
people in Morocco?’ asked a rich Moroccan when his son was called up for 

the March. It was a march paid for by the bourgeoisie in which the people 
did not consciously participate. I would say that it was « Black March. 
Everyone in Morocco is aware of the fact that the POLISARIO struggle is 
just.” 


The topic of discussion focused on the direct repression of the army and 
the Moroccan police in the occupied areas. 


"Many military personnel are participating actively in the repression against 
the civilian population. Saharan families who have not left the area for 
refugee camps are brutally massacred. Torture is usually employed. I have 
seen it. Forced removals from places of residence and the disappearance 

of the most dedicated individuals are repeated daily. There are only 400 

to 600 civilians remaining in Zag. 


"My intention is to fight with my rifle and my words at the side of the 
POLISARIO Front. A high degree of opposition to the Hassan dictatorship 
is materializing in my country. Broad sectors of the population are par- 
ticipating actively. The dedication of Moroccan youth is increasing daily 
and is clearly reflected in strikes taking place in Morocco at this time. 
These strikes are the result of general discontent, unemployment, great 
injustices and the enormous corruption prevailing within the Royal Army. 
My attitude was a simple problem of conscience.” 


Lieutenant Haidar spoke without stopping. He always answered in French 
and raised his voice to reach all of his audience. 


"My country's press is totally controlled by the government, and, therefore, 
news reports are distorted. The Algerians are systematically accused; how- 
ever, the Moroccan progressive youth know the truth of the matter and of 
the crime being committed against the Saharan people. 


"A large part of the Moroccan officers corps takes specialized courses in 
the United States: Training in antiguerrilla warfare, missiles, adminis- 
tration, etc. Among my former companions there is 4 great amount of sus- 
picion because of infiltrations by the Military Intelligence Service. Not 
trusting one's own djellaba is a maxim within the army; however, I believe 
there are many officers who think the way I do, although we did not dare 
speak about it among ourselves. Often a glance is more meaningful than 4 
political statement. Hassan keeps as many as four officers in the same 
position so that they will keep an eye on one another and foment discontent.” 
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APGHANISTAN 


COMMUNIST WEEKLY LOOKS AT APGHAN REVOLUTION 
Paris FRANCE NOUVELLE in French 16-22 Jun 79 pp 30-32 


{Article by Christiane Marcie] 


[Excerpts] A Desire for Change 


Industry is very poorly developed and hardly employs more than 
50,000 workers in about 200 plants involved mainly in textile 
and food production. Moreover, in 1976 Afghanistan had produced 
3 billion cubic meters of natural gas exported mainly to the 
Soviet Union, 10,000 tons of petroleum, 145,000 tons of coal, 
165,000 tons of cement and 62,500 tons of chemical fertilizer. 
These few elements of industrialization were achieved in coop- 
eration with the Soviet Union, which assisted in the training 

of technical personnel for supervision and management. 


In this context, the army has been a factor in development; 
after about 20 years, it has been modernized. The officers 

who were trained then came from the people, for the aristocratic 
families disliked modern military life and its demands. This 
peculiarity of the Afghan Army was expressed by the decisive 
intervention of the army in a progressive sense, both during 
the removal of the royal family and the advent of the republic 
in July 1973, as well as in the development of the revolution 
of April 1978. S.M. Zeray, member of the litburo of the 
People's Democratic +g ES sized it in interview with 

the NEW INTERNATIONAL IEW last June: “After the Daud coup 
d'etat, we increased substantially our activity among the armed 
forces. Our party leadership has always paid a great deal of 
attention to this work.” Pointing out the humble social origin 
of the officer corps, he stressed: “the case of the officers 
who came from the people was quite different. They shared the 
aspirations of the masses, joined the party willingly, absorbed 
its ideology, consciously accepted, being an organized part of 
society, party discipline.” 
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The overthrow of the monarchy on 17 July 1973 expressed this 
impatience of the popular forces,which were aware of involving 
their country in the process of change: economic development, 
inproving the standard of living, justice and equality in soci- 
ety, access to education and science for all. 


The proclamation of the republic under the presidency of Prince 
General Daud was accompanied by substantial revolutionary prom- 
ises. Nevertheless the state apparatus was not changed. Prom- 
ises were not kept. The PDPA People's Democratic Party of 
Afyhanistan/ which helped to remove the monarchy, supported the 
first steps of the new government. But in view of the govern- 
ment's failure te act and Daud‘'s refusal to begin the necessary 
efforts to achieve the social objectives of the reforms contem- 
plaied, the party joined the opposition, then went underground 
in 1976 to escape repression. 


The collapse of its social support led the Davd regime to inten- 
sify its repression. The signal for the revolution was given by 
the government itself, which had Taraki and the principal leaders 
of the PDPA arrested and imprisoned. After a few hours of fight- 
ing on 28 April 1978, the revolutionary forces prevailed. Daud 
and his supporters fell during the struggle. Taraki, secretary 
general of the PDPA since it was founded in 1965, was proclaimed 
president of the republic and head of the government on 30 April 
1978. 


The problems of the new government were overwhelming. During 
the following months it tackled methodically,and especially on a 
current basis, the serious and urgent social problems which had 
not been solved during the 5 years of the preceding government. 


At the beginning of June 1978, the Kabul government published a 

"30 point" program, enumerating its objectives: agrarian reform; 
strengthening the public sector of the economy, while preserving 
small and medium sized property; drawing up a democratic consti- 
tution; recognizing equal rights for women; development of free 

and compulsory primary education, etc. 


As early as 15 May 1978, the government issued a decree on the 
cultural development of the various nationalities making up the 
Afghan population. It outlines the new policy which contrasts 
with the one, consisting of repression and denial of cultural 
identity, which the former royalist regime pursued. The text 
of the decree stipulates that "the objective is to assure basic 
conditions allowing a cultivation of literature, teaching and 
publications in the mother language of *:ibes and nationalities 


32 








living in Afghanistan. The ministries of radio and television 
and information and culture are ordered to prepare and dissemi- 
nate programs in the languages of four of the national minori- 
ties (Uzbek, Turkmen, Baluchi, Nuristani) and reveal the cul- 
tural riches of all Afghanistan's peoples. 


Governmental decree No 7 published on 17 October 1978 involves 
marriage legislation. Its purpose is to “insure equal rights 
for women and men under the civil law and eliminate unjust feudal 
and patriarchial relations between husband and wife to help 
strengthen more genuine family ties." The rendition of a few of 
the articles of this decree showsthe complete submission of wom- 
an to man and the extent of the struggles which will have to be 
carried out to overcome this old state of affairs. Article 1 

is divided into two similar paragraphs. 


"1. No one will be allowed to engage or give in marriage (nikah) 
a woman in exchange for money or goods in kind. 


2. No one will be allowed to force the fiance to pay a dowry 
(toyana or walwar) in money or in kind at the time of marriage." 


Article 4 of the same decree stipulates that the engagement and 
the marriage must be based on mutual agreement ("no one will be 
allowed to compel a marriage by force; no one will prevent the 
marriage of a widow by her own consent or will be allowed to 
force her tc remarry because of her family relationships.") 

The legal age of marriage is fixed at 16 years for women and 

18 years for men. Violations of the provisions of this decree 
are subject to 6 months to 3 years of imprisonment. Sums of 
money spent in violation of the law will be confiscated. 


The people's government has issued two main decrees regarding 
the living conditions of millions of poor peasants and revamping 
the social structure, 


On 12 July 1978, it stipulated very precise conditions to imple- 
ment cancellation of debts. It aims at rescuing the small land 
owners, about 45 percent of the rural population, from the bond- 
age of almost all of them to usurers and/or big landowners, 
since they had to borrow at one time or another in the past to 
finance the purchase of seeds or fertilizers or access to water 
or any other reason: the holder of a mortgage negotiated before 
1973, on land which belonged to an owner of 2 hectares or less 
of first category property, will have to return it, without 





being repaid the capital and only keeping the standing crop 
(Article 1). Article 3 stipulates that "peasants working as 
farmers are exempted from repaying all their loans made with 


the landowner or usurers, as well as the interest due on them." 


The implementation of this decree is assigned to a committee 

set up in each basic district (woloswali) made up of seven mem- 
bers including two peasants: it must determine the practical 
conditions for the execution of the law to restore the mort- 
gaged lands to their former owners, examine the legal validity 
of mortgages as well as the requests for loans with the Agricul- 
tural Development Bank. A provincial committee, made up of 

nine members, including three peasants, must serve as the appel- 
late jurisdiction for the decisions of the basic committees. 


Agrarian Reform 


Decree No 8 promulgated on 28 November 1978 involves the land 
and agrarian reform system, The country now has about 14 mil- 
lion hectares of arab'e land, of which only 3.3 million are 
actually cultivated. Half of this land belonged to 5 percent of 
the population, who controlled besides water, seeds and farming 
equipment. The rural working population (landless peasants; 
small landowners owning less than 4 hectares) is about 80 per- 
cent of the total population. The implementation of this re- 
form is crucial for continuing the revolution and Afghanistan's 
economic development. 


The previous government fell mainly because of its inability to 
institute genuine reform and put it into practice: the agrarian 
reform of 1975 exempted the lands of President Daud's family, 
and gave the landowners every opportunity to evade the law. 


The new reform envisages limiting the property owned by a family 
to 6 hectares of first category land (Article 3) and prohibits 
any change (mortgage, tenancy, sale) for an area of over 6 hec- 
tares of first category land. The decree on agrarian reform 
concerns the organization of irrigation, the classification of 
land categories, the rights and duties of the landowner, trans- 
fer by inheritance and the creation of democratic organiza-~- 
tions to execute this law. 


Implementation of the reform began immediately: at the end of 
April 1979, 270,000 hectares had been distributed among 132,000 
poor peasant families. The transformation of the social struc- 
ture is in progress throughout the entire country. 
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In this short report on the new situation in Afghanistan, we 

are evaluating all the concrete steps taken by the people's 
government to build a new society. The difficulties have been 
and will be great. The reactionary forces are increasing their 
opposition to the revolutionary program which threatens their 
social position. They are now inciting armed uprisings in vari- 
ous provinces in the name of protecting religion against "“athe- 
istic Marxists." 


The PDPA must cope with them and divert part of its resources 
and energy to quell these rebellions and convince the mass of 
poor people of their real interests, 


What is happening today in Afghanistan is of great importance 
not only for the future of the country, and the Afghan people, 
but also for all the still oppressed people of the area. 
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ALGERIA 


VARIOUS COUNTRIES SEND GREETINGS TO ALGERIANS ON NATIONAL DAY 
Message From PRC 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 10 Jul 79 p 2 LD 


[Apparent text of congratulatory message sent to Algerian President Chadli 
Bendjedid from PRC National People's Congress Chairman Ye Jianying: “"Inde- 
pendence and National Liberation Front Day") 


[Text] From Mr Ye Jianying: 


“Or the 17th anniversary of Algeria's independence we would like to send, 
on behalf of the government and the Chinese people, our warmest congratula- 
tions to your excellencies and to the Algerian Government and people. 


"We hope that the deep and long-standing friendship between our two peoples 
and the relations of friendly cooperation which exist between our two coun- 
tries will constantly be consolidated and extended. 


"We wish your country prosperity and your people happiness." 
Message From Poland 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 10 Jul 79 p 2 LD 


[Apparent text of congratulatory message to Algerian President Chadli 
Bendjedid from Polish Council of State Chairman Henryk Jablonski: “"Inde- 
pendence and National Liberation Front Day"] 


[Text] From President Henryk Jablonski: 


"On the 17th anniversary of the proclamation of the Democratic and Popular 
Republic of Algeria's independence I send you and all the Algerian people 
sincerest congratulations and most cordial wishee. 


"I would like to emphasize the respect and fellowship waich the Polish 
people feel for the Algerian people, who are striving to implement the 
National Liberation Front's ambitious program aimed at building a society 
of social justice. 
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"The Polish people have a high regard for your country's foreign policy 
of peace, progress and struggle against imperialism and colonialism, 


"Poland wishes to continue the development of the many friendly ties between 
our countries in the interests of our peoples’ well-being and of world secur- 
ity and peace." 

Message From Albania 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 10 Jul 79 p 2 LD 


[Apparent text of congratulatory message sent to Algerian Foreign Minister 
Benyahia from Albanian Foreign Minister Nesti Nase] 


[Text] From Mr Nesti Nase: 
"On the anniversary of the proclamation of Algeria's independence it gives 
me great pleasure to send you sincere wishes for the fraternal Algerian 


people's happiness. 


"I hope that the friendship and cooperation between our two peoples and our 
two countries will be constantly increased in the future." 


Message From Angola 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 11 Jul 79 p 2 LD 
[Apparent text of congratulatory message sent by Angolan Foreign Minister 
Paulo Jorge to Algerian Foreign Minister Mohamed Benyahia: "Independence 
and National Liberation Front Day") 
[Text] From Mr Paulo Jorge: 
"On the 17th anniversary of the Democratic and Popular Republic of Algeria's 
independence it gives me great pleasure to send you best wishes on behalf 


of the Angolan people, their government and myself. 


"We would like to take this opportunity to ask you to convey our fraternity 
and militant solidarity to the Algerian people, 


"We reaffirm our constant readiness to work in a spirit of frank coopera- 


tion to strengthen the already excellent ties between our two peoples, 
parties and governments." 
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Message From the GDR 


Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 11 Jul 79 p 2 LD 


[Apparent text of congratulatory message sent by GDR Foreign Minister Oskar 
Fischer to Algerian Foreign Minister Mohamed Benyahia: "Independence and 
National Liberation Front Day") 


[Text] "On the 17th anniversary of Algeria's conquest of independence I 
send you my most cordial congratulations. The GDR greatly esteems the fact 
that, as soon as it won its independence, the Democratic and Popular Repub- 
lic of Algeria launched into the fight for peace, international security 

and social progress, combatting colonialism and racism and fighting for the 
transformation of international economic relations on a fair and democratic 
basis. I am convinced that the friendly cooperation between our states will 
continue to be extended on the basis of our common objectives and interests." 


CSO: 4400 
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ALGERIA 


BRIEFS 


ARMY CHIEFS, SECRETARIES CONFER--Algiers--President Chadli Bendjedid, presi- 
dent of the republic and party secretary general, chaired a meeting between 
regional army chiefs and National Defense Ministry central secretaries at 
the ministry Tuesday morning. This meeting was attended by Col Abdallah 
Belheuchet and Lt Col Kasdi Merbah, both Politburo members and inspector 
general of the National People's Army and National Defense Ministry secre- 


tury general respectively. [Text] [Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 1i Jul 
79 p 1 LD) 


cso: 4400 








BAHRAIN 


NURSING SHORTAGE KEEPS BEDS EMPTY 


Manama GULF MIRROR in English 6 Jul 79 p 1 
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EGYPT 


AGRICULTURAL POLICIES, LAND OWNERSHIP DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL~AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic 1 Jun 79 pp 16-18 
{Article by Dr ‘Abd al-Mun'im Balba’: “Agricultural Currents"] 


[Text] Currents from various local and foreign sources are presently affecting 
economic life in Egypt, and agriculture, as one of the pillars of economic 
life, already feels the impact of those currents. One of the currents which 
is making a strong impact on agriculture at the present time is the President's 
slogan, “Let every Egyptian own a piece of Egyptian land.” The slogan has 
re-opened a door that has been almost closed to investors over the past few 
years. It basically differs from another slogan which we have never applied, 
but which nevertheless we felt that we were close to doing. This is the 
slogan of, “The land belongs to those who farm it.” Clearly, those who farm 
the land are the peasants and those to whom agriculture is a full-time occupa- 
tion. Although we had not applied that slogan in the manner in which it was 
applied by other states, whose orientation and thinking we had shared at one 
time, the relationship between the landlords and the peasants who rented the 
land had reached such a state of crisis that many non-farming landlords were 
forced to sell their lands quite cheaply. The slogan of, “Let every Egyptian 
own a piece of Egyptian land,” on the other hand, invites investors of all 
kinds and investment patterns to return to reclaiming and farming land, for 
land now belongs not to those who farm it but to those who invest in it. 


Small, non-peasant investors have responded to the slogan by forming reclama- 
tion and farming coops. Some of those have paid off part of the lands they 
had bought and their members, therefore, have legally become co-owners of 
areas that add up to 10,000 feddans, with individual ownership ranging from 
10 to 20 feddans. But--are those coops serious in their efforts to reclaim 
such vast areas of land and are they capable of doing so? And how can many 
of those coops attain such a capability when they are made up of individuals 
who are quite divorced from agricultural and land reclamation activity? Or 
are they in it because of their desire to own a piece of land? 


One condition for the sale of government-owned land to such coops is that 
they demonstrate seriousness and an ability to complete farming and re- 
clamation operations within set periods of time. But can this condition 
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be met, and what would the penalty of violaters be? Also, what is the legal 
status of those coops? Is it akin to that of joint-stock companies? And do 
the bylaws of the coops in question safequard the rights of a member versus 
the coop’s management? 


The proliferation of those coops and their control of thousands of feddans 
in various parts of the republic make it imperative to review the laws 
governing the formation of such cooperative societies with an eye to intro- 
ducing controls and safeguards that would assure the rights of members and 
guarantee that the management of any coop would not develop into an exploi- 
tative and feudalistic body, as land companies had become before the intro- 
duction of agrarian reform, and that land acquisition by coops would be used 
for trading and profit making. 


While the slogan, “Let every Egyptian own a piece of Egyptian land” has 
stirred deep desires among Egyptians to own land, and led to the formation 

of coops and the entry of persons who have no background in agriculture or 
connection with the countryside into those very pursuits, it has similarly 
led to the re-emergence of a profession which had begun to burgeon just before 
the revolution then faded out during the post-revolution era, namely, the 
profession of agricultural and engineering experts. The coops and those 
individuals who are not farmers by profession need technical and professional 
help and expertise in drawing up reclamation and farming plans and supervising 
the implementation of such plans. Professional offices have, therefore, begun 
to sprout and spread out at various levels. Our hope is that laws be written 
to regulate such professional services so that nonprofessional investors may 
not be victimized by professional experts and so that the rights of experts, 
too, may be protected. In addition, controls should be introduced to keep — 
all such services within bounds and to protect Egyptian experts from an 
influx of foreign experts. Accordingly, any foreign firm of experts should 
be required to operate through Egyptian experts. The competent trade unions 
should also have a clear role in organizing this incipient field of services 
in Egypt. 





A major topic of discussion among farmers nowadays is the problem of labor 
in the rural areas and the need to use agricultural equipment to alleviate 
the severity of this problem. A friend of mine came up to me one day and 
said, "What has happened to Egypt's countryside? I left Egypt for 3 years 
then came back to farm a piece of land that belongs to me, but I faced great 
difficulties in finding the necessary farm hands." My friend then went on 
to explain that the agricultural laborer works only for half a day--basically 
from 9 am to noon--for a fee of no less than 1 to 1 and a half pounds, then 
spends the second half of the day working for another landlord for another fee. 
The solution which my friend finally resorted to, as many others had done 
before him, was to use mechanical equipment. He recalls that, before he 
left Egypt 3 years ago, there were only three tractors in his village. Now 
there are 45 tractors. 


What I can say is that the Egyptian population stands now at 40 million people. 
Fifty-six percent of them, or some 22 million people, live in rural areas, the 
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Bteat majority of them work in the Nile valley area. Those living in the 
countryside work in an area of 5.5 million feddans. When the population of 
Egypt was about 30 million some 10 years ago, more than 60 percent of then, 
or about 18 million people, lived in rural areas. That is to say that the 
rural population has increased, not decreased. The ratio of people per 
feddan of land has also increased from 3 to 4. To say that we have vacated 
the countryside of its inhabitants would be stretching the facts, even though 
several thousand Egyptian peasants are now working in some Arab countries. 


We attribute the low supply of labor to several things. They include the 
following: 


One--The percentage of children and teenagers under 16 years of age to the 
general population is quite high. As a result of a higher rate of school 
enrollment among them, their participation in agricultural labor has de- 
creased. 


Two--Each feddan of land can now sustain two consecutive crops per year 
except in the case of sugar cane. As for vegetables, more than two crops 
can be raised annually. We no longer leave the land fallow throughout the 
summer or before planting cotton. This means that recently the productive 
area has increased from about 9 million feddans to more than 11 million 
feddans. Clearly, this means a greater need for all kinds of agricultural] 
labor. 


Three--Agricultural work, contrary to what many people believe, is not un- 
specialized. The agricultural laborer performs a job that others cannot 
perform. His job, therefore, is a professional and specialized one, such 
as that of a plumber or a carpenter and so forth. How much do we pay an 
agricultural worker per day? And how does it compare to the wage of a con- 
struction worker whose job is no more important than that of an agricultural 
laborer? An agricultural laborer gets as much as 3 pounds a day. Compared 
to what plumbers, carpenters and others make, it is not an excessive wage, 
as some landlords, who still think of agricultural work as an activity which 
deserves little pay, believe. 


The solution devised by landlords, namely, the use of agricultural machinery, 
is the natural solution--one which I have often advocated. For I still 
believe that it provides not only a solution for the problem of agricultural 
labor but also an avenue for a radical evolution of Egyptian life. The 
development of the profession of farming would in fact be a development of 
the profession practiced by the great majority of the Egyptian people. It 

is a solution which the Ministry of Agricutlture ought to adopt. The ministry 
should decide what equipment is best suited for the Egyptian environment and 
which agricultural activities should be mechanized. It should then eliminate 
the obstacles which obstruct the use of such machinery and equipment and 
establish centers to train peasants and farmers in the use and maintenance 
of such machinery. The manufacturing of such machinery in Egypt should 
become a major foundation of Egyptian industrial development. Centers should 
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also be set up to provide maintenance and repair services for such equipment 
and to sell spare parts and fuel. Dealers of foreign companies should not 

be allowed to import different kinds of machinery that may not suit Egyptian 
agriculture. Moreover, inundating the market with different kinds of machinery 
will make maintenance and repair services as well as the availability of 

spare parts more difficult. 


Peasants and land owners are talking about amending the agricultural property 
tax law after it was announced recently that the tax on agricultural porperty 
will change for some lands. The tax is based on the land's market value and 
its productivity, and it varies a sording to any changes in those two factors. 
This tax, however, seems to be more constant than other taxes, and it has, 
therefore, been used as a basis for determining the rental value or land. 
Accordingly, the rental value is set at seven times the value of the tax. 
Therefore, amy change in the tax value affects the peasants--although they 
themselves would pay it only if they owned the land--because any increase 

in the tax value vould automatically mean an increase in the rental value 

of the land. Changing the tax on agricultural property also concerns the 
land owners who are not farmers themselves. And so for the first time we 
find an investor who actually welcomes an increase in the tax collected on 
his property because it means an increase in the property's rental value, 
hence in the income he gets from the land which he himself does not farm, 
although it also means an increase in his tax payments. 


If the taxation law is supposed to be based on fair taxation, where then is 
the fairness in the agricultural property tax? Since the tax reflects the 
market value of the Land, one should bear in mind that land values have 
doubled several times. In the past, the tax value represented about 4 percent 
of the value of a productive land property. At the present time, the value 
of land per feddan is no less than 1,000 pounds. This means that the tax 
value should increase several times, probably as many as 10. It might be 
said in reply that the present value of land has increased due to transient 
factors, that it is an inflationary valve which does not represent the profit 
yield of the land, especially since the government fixes the prices of the 
major crops. Thus the difference between the fixed price and the free market 
price is in actual terms a tax paid by the peasant. 


But have not the peasants realized incomes which are far higher than their 
incomes several years ago? For example, an ardeb [a dry measure] of wheat 
sold for 5 pounds a few years ago. It nowsells for 10 pounds. The value 
of a kantar of cotton has also doubled, which confrims that peasants have 
indeed doubled their incomes as a result of higher values of products and 
crops and not as a result of their own efforts. Is it not only fair that 
the non-farming land owners should receive a share of those higher values 
so that they can cope with the increase in their cost of living? 


Une way of doing that is to increase land property taxes. The increase in 
the rental value of land which would result from that would in turn increase 
the land owner’s return on his land as well as the government's tax revenue. 





i wonder if it is not time to examine the question of land property taxes, 

the rental value of land and cooperative marketing as a whole means of a 
comprehensive study that would seek to strike a fair balance among land owners, 
peasants and the state treasury, while at the same time drawing gradually 
closer to normal economic conditions. 


9254 
cSO: 4802 
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EGYPT 


TAX SYSTEM REVIEWED, SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT MADE 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic 1 Jun 79 pp 20-21 
{Article by Ibrahim Tal’at: "Indirect Taxes and the Way to Fair Taxation"] 


[Text] Taxes are divided into two kinds, direct and indirect taxes, and 
these fall into three categories: class one taxes, or direct taxes on 
wealth and income, class two taxes, or indirect taxes on consumption, and 
class three taxes, or indirect taxes on circulation. 


It can be seen from this financial categorization that direct taxes focus on 
wealth, that is capital incone. The best example of direct taxes are the 
taxes provided for in Law No. 14 for 1939. These are the taxes levied on 
revenue from movable capital, commercial and industrial profits and income 
from employment. Indirect taxes focus on the uses of wealth, namely the 
circulation or consumption of money. They include custom taxes and fees, 
production fees and entertainment fees (consumption taxes) as well as stamp 
fees and notarization fees (circulation taxes). 


It is well known that both the direct and indirect taxes have their merits 
and demerits. Direct taxes are characterized by their fairness in terms of 
the taxpayers’ ability to pay. Their drawback is that their revenue is 
limited and that the taxpayer feels their pinch. The indirect taxes, on 

the other hand, are more productive and flexible and are easy to collect. 
Their drawback is that they are not commensurate with the taxpayers’ ability. 


It can be seen from this review of the merits and demerits of the two kinds 

of taxes that the pluses of some of them make up for the minuses of the 
others, and that the two kinds of taxes are complementary. Each one of 

them fulfills a certain need and has specific characteristics that make it 
necessary, so much so that it has been said that "the direct tax and the 
indirect tax are twins which the minister of finance should care for equally.” 


To insure fair taxation and to help realize the goals of the general plan, 

direct and indirect taxes should go in tandem on the grounds that they are 

an inseparable pair which are indispensable to the state, and that the pros 
of one can offset the cons of the other. 
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There is a greater reliance on indirect rather than direct taxes for the 
following reasons: 


One--The Egyptian society should actually be based on indirect taxation 
because there no longer is a great disparity in incomes in order to establish 
social equilibrium and because indirect taxation is the basis of the public 
treasury. Indirect taxation plays a more important role than direct taxation 
in developing countries since it yields a greater revenue than that collected 
from direct taxation, which is necessary for funding economic development. 

In the period of economic growth there is greater dependence on indirect 
taxes because of the ease with which they can be collected, restricted con- 
sumption and greater savings. 


Two--Indirect taxes are highly effective in compressing consumption, a 
necessary step needed to establish a balance between consumption and pro- 
duction, especially during the stage of economic development. They are also 
so flexible that they can be increased or decreased according to contingent 
needs. They are not, therefore, just a source of finance but also a means 
of dealing with domestic economic matters, since they can be adapted to the 
economic and social conditions at hand. 


Three--One factor which encourages the state to levy indirect taxes is the 
diversity of economic activities, in the sense that the economy involves 
production, consumption and the distribution of wealth--in all the most 
important aspects of economic life. This, in addition to the fact that the 
state budget seeks to establish a mathematical balance between income and 
expenditure and save money. 


Four--The predominance of direct taxes over indirect taxes is desirable from 
the point of view of financial justice. But considerations relating to the 
revenue that can be obtained from indirect taxes and financial necessities 
make it imperative to give first priority to indirect taxation. 


The old theory which said that direct taxation alone can insure fairness has 
now changed, and it is now believed that indirect taxation can also be a 
means of insuring fairness because of its general spread and because its 
high returns help the government to balance its budget and expand its social 
services. 


Statistics show that indirect taxes take precedence in the present taxation 
system. They account for 73 percent while the remaining 27 percent is taken 
up by direct taxes, including taxes on corporate and personal income, in- 
heritance taxes and property and real estate taxes. It should be kept in 
mind that the latter percentage is mostly made up of taxes on salaries and 
wage and taxes on commercial and industrial profits realized by public sector 
companies. 


Developing the Indirect Taxation System 


One--An effort should be made to pool production and consumption taxes, 
price differentials, the television tax and other taxes imposed on the use 
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of commodities and combine them in one tax replacing the laws on production 
and consumption and the ordinances on price differentials. Sales should be 
the determinant of this tax and it should be called the sales tax. 


Needless to say, a consumption tax is imposed on imported commodities while 
the locally produced counterparts of those commodities are subject to a 
production tax. The consumption tax is collected with customs fees. Price 
differentials are extras added to the prices of certain commodities and 
collected during sales for the benefit of the state treasury. Taxes are 
also imposed on the production of local television and are collected when 

the production is completed. The combined tax should take into considera- 
tion the tax payers’ financial capacity and the rules of fair taxation by 
imposing the tax on luxury or semi-luxury goods and not levying it on basic 
commodities, and adopting an ironclad system of collection which would include 
proper penalties for delinquency and dodging so that every taxpayer is paying 
his fair share of the public burden. 


Two--The combined taxation system should also include certain services con~ 
nected with hotels, pensions, auction halls, travel offices, restaurants, 
gambling casinos and private parties. This way the combined tax would apply 
to commodities and services. They should, however, be scaled down in the 
case of essential services and scaled upward in the case of luxury services. 


Three--Two bills covering customs and a new tariff should be drawn up. The 
customs bill should cover all measures and procedures pertaining to customs, 
while the customs tariff bill should cover all fees as well as customs 
exemptions. Social justice can be achieved by exempting essential goods 
from customs or minimizing customs fees on them and by maximizing customs 
on luxury goods consumed by people in high income brackets. It must be 

kept in mind that revenue from customs should not decrease, since customs 
are a major source of revenue for the state that would help it to spend on 
public utilities and services. In such an endeavor, it must be kept in 
mind that the economic open door policy should be bolstered and that Egyptian 
exports should be given a shot in the arm. Smuggling should be curbed and 
penalties against violators of the customs code should be stiffened. 


Four--The stamp act should be revised and rewritten to eliminate any over- 
lapping between its provisions and those of the general tax law and to 
simplify the act and make it clear. A revision of the stamp act should aim 
at establishing social justice through making tax payments commensurate 
with the ability of taxpayers. Higher taxes would thus be collected from 
people in higher income brackets. Gradation of prices should be taken into 
consideration, while revenues from the tax should be kept under strict 
monitoring. 


Five--Law No. 142 of 1964 pertaining to the application of the list of 
material value of goods and abolishment of the (declaration) system which 
is concurrently applied in each of the areas that are surveyed, should be 
implemented quickly. The law in question represents a revolution in the 
(declaration) system. Its implementation would introduce sweeping changes 


48 





in the present registration regulations and would also insure complete 
security for anyone dealing in real estate according to the data provided 
in the register, insure the application of the principle of legality in 

the register of the material value of goods and insure stability of owner- 
ship and material rights. Also, the proportional fees imposed on agricultural 
properties and built up real estate should be raised. In so doing, the 
value of agricultural properties subject to taxation should be determined 
by their value, which is specified in the official report provided that it 
should not fall below 100 times the original tax per year (instead of per 
two years). As for built up real estate, the value should not be less than 
20 times the full rental value (instead of 15 times). The fees imposed on 
cars should be increased and new fees should be levied on certain (exempted 
items) which were not subject to (declaration). 


Six--The entertainment tax imposed on bookmakers (horse racing, pigeon 
hunting), movie theaters, stage theaters, music halls, the circus, clubs, 
races which involve no betting, dance halls and dancing parties should be 
increased. A strict financial and administrative control should be enforced 
over those places and penalties against violators should be stiffened. 


We demand that the legislators writing tax laws should place greater emphasis 
on indirect taxes than on direct taxes. The indirect taxation system should 
also be developed in line with the abundance of revenue and for the purpose 
of achieving tax and social justice in our democratic society. 


9254 
CSO: 4802 
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AL~AZHAR'S SUPPORT FOR PEACE TREATY DENOUNCED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 9 Jun 79 p 4 
{[Article: "O al-Azhar People, Religion of Advice!"] 


[Text] Four ulema of al-Azhar have issued on behalf of all of al-Azhar's 
councils a statement to the effect: 


1. That al-Azhar has been and continues to be eager for the unity of the 
Moslems. 


2. That the recently concluded Egyptian-Israeli treaty has aroused some 
doubts and that al-Azhar people deem it necessary that Islam's opinion in 
these doubts be declared. 


3. That Egypt is an Islamic country and that it is the duty of its ruler to 
protect it. This ruler is the person who assesses the matter of war and 
peace in the interest of its people. 


4. Treaties between Moslems and their enemies have a system approved by 
Islam and demonstrated by the following: 


A. The Koran has ordered us to conclude peace with the enemy if the imam 
finds the interest of the Moslems to lie in such peace. 


B. Al~Hudaybiyah peace which the prophet, may God's peace and prayers be 
upon him, concluded in March 628 A. D. is a precedent on which the peace 
concluded by Anwar al-Sadat in March 1979 relies. Both represent peace 
with the enemy from a position of strength. 

C. The Egyptian-Israeli treaty has accomplished the following: 

Restored the Sinai to Egyptian sovereignty. 

Reaffirmed Egypt's adherence to the Arab and Islamic character of Jerusalem. 


Acknowledged the Palestinians’ right to self-determination for the first 
time. 














On the basis of all this, the ulema appeal to the Moslems to unite and to 
observe the rights they owe God. 


What a wretched statement! 


1. The Arab nation, represented by its leaders, agreed unanimously on a 
peace plan at the Rabat summit. Anwar al-Sadat took part with the Arab 
nation in forming this consensus but he then imagined things that made him 
act separately, violate the consensus and decide to visit the enemy in his 
usurped capital, thus tacitly recognizing the occupation. He then followed 
the plan of ceding the Arab rights one by one by declaring his disdain for 
the national, pan-Arab and Islamic weight and his belief that 99 percent of 
the keys to the solution were in the hands of the biggest ally of Israel. 
If these ulema were eager for the unity of the Moslems, they would realize 
that their first duty is to condemn this isolationist and individualistic 
approach that disdains the origins and the roots because a (straggler can 
cross no desert and cannot survive). 


2. It is true that Egypt is an Islamic country and that its ruler must take 
care of its people's interests. But there are other Islamic countries that 
are affected by the issue of war and peace. The Israeli aggression is aimed 
against all and this is why they have united to confront it and why they 
have agreed that the first gap to be filled is the door of separate peace 
that must be closed. So, how could one of the group be permitted to totally 
disregard his commitments and conclude a separate peace at the expense of 
the others? This is what was previously done by the amirs of the mini- 
states who lost Andalusia [Spain] and this is also what was done by the amirs 
in the Arab East, thus allowing the Crusader State to live until Saladin 
rose, united the will and expelled the invaders. 


3. What a difference between the prophet's peace of March 628 and Anwar 
al-Sadat's peace of March 1979. Al-Hudaybiyah peace was concluded while 
Islam was marching forth peacefully in all parts of the Arabian Peninsula 
and while the Arab nation's leadership and feelings were united, and when 
peace opened for this nation the avenues of constant gain. But the Camp 
David peace was concluded by a leader of one of the Islamic countries 

at the expense of the other countries. This peace has opened for the enemy 
the door of extending into Egypt's body, mind and heart politically, economi- 
cally and culturally and the door of widening the gap between Egypt and 

the moorings of its Islamic, Arab and African affiliation. What al-Sadat 
has done cannot be described as having been done from a position of power. 
Al-Sadat has declared that the weapons he lost in the October war have 

not been made up for, and this is proof of military weakness. The Egyptian 
economy declared its state of total deterioration, thus falling under the 
custodianship of a Gulf organization and an international organization that 
support it. This is evidence of economic faltering. Al-Sadat also entered 
the negotiations hall after having burnt all his ties with his nation, and 
this is evidence of political and diplomatic weakness. 
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Yes, God, may He be praised, has said: "If they turn toward peace, then you 
too turn toward it" and has also said "God does not prohibit you from treat- 
ing charitably and fairly those who have not fought your religion and have 
not driven you away from your homes." 


But the Israelis have not turned toward peace, and it would have been enough 
for these ulema to have heard the Israeli prime minister's statements to the 
Israeli parliament before, during and after the treaty to realize that Is- 
rael has not turned toward peace but that it has found that Egypt's presi- 
dent has opened for it a gap in the Arab wall and that it has entered through 
this gap, giving up some of its control over the Sinai to entrench its con- 
trol over Jerusalem, the Golan and Palestine from the river to the sea. 


As for what al-Azhar has said about the accomplishments realized by the 
agreement, this statement attributes to the treaty what it does not contain 
out of flattery for an opinionated ruler and in defense of a falsehood. 
Neither the veneration they owe al-Azhar nor their learning have restrained 
these ulema from indulging in this flattery and defense. In old times, the 
prophet, may God's peace and prayers be upon him, said: God protect me 
from a learning that does no good. 





There is in Egypt a struggle over the direction towards which the Egyptian 
will and civilization turn. There is a direction that knows that Egypt's 
identity is an Arab Islamic identity and another direction that believes 
that the civilized Egypt preceded Islam and Arabism, that it is--through the 
Roman [presumably the Mediterranean] Sea--a part of Europe and that Egypt's 
soul will be restored to it through reviving its pharaonic past. This anti- 
Arab [shu'ubi] direction has been advocated by Taha Husayn, Tawfiq al-Hakim 
and others who repeat what the European Egyptologists say. This is a direc- 
tion that is exploited by the colonialists because colonialism wants this 
key area in Western Asia and North Africa to remain in its grip and because 
this colonialism knows that the will that prevents such control and supports 
the resistance of the area's peoples is the Islamic will and the Arab will. 
What can weaken this will is to revive awareness of ancient Turanian, pharaonic, 
Phoenician, or Persian origins so that people may turn to these origins 

even though they are ancient and dead origins and even though clinging to 
them serves nothing but the cause of division. 


The Zionist movement is a secular political movement which has little to do 
with Judaism. The implanting of Israel in the heart of the Arab nation re- 
lies very little on giving the Jews a national homeland and a lot on a plan 
to create a foreign window leading to the Arab homeland and acting as a 
watchdog for the foreign interests in the area. The implanting of Israel is 
a deceptive step in the direction of protecting the foreign will in the Arab 
area. The second desired step is for Egypt to abandon its Islam and Arab- 
ism by virtue of being the cradle of a more ancient civilization so that the 
two civilized groups (Egypt and Israel) may find a common denominator and 
may work together, in alliance with South Africa's whites, against the Is- 
lamic, Arab and African awakening. This is the real outcome of the Egyptian- 
Israeli treaty, regardless of its makers. Do the people of al-Azhar truly 
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support this? Let the free ulema of al-Azhar raise their voices against 
this goal and let them condemn their leadership that has put its job 

ahead of the religious trust and the historical responsibility. Let these 
ulema raise their voices in support of the consensus of their people in 
Baghdad and the consensus of their nation in Fez. Let them raise their 
voices against the destructive plan that builds the pharaonic nationalism 
and the Egyptian chauvinism to implement through them the plan of stripping 
Egypt away from its identity, of making Egypt surrender to the real enemy 
and the plan of amassing Egypt's resources to fight ant‘-Arab and anti- 
African wars serving foreign wills and colonialist interests. 


Islam passed through an era during which it was exploited by its rulers and 
ulema to defend political oppression, social injustice and capitulatior to 
the predominant wills. Those ulema and rulers diverted it from its true 
principles: The principles of consultation, dignity, social justice, free 
and independent will and a lofty and proud banner and the principle of im 
pregnability for God, for His prophet and for the faithful. But Islam is 
now breathing prophetic air, and its sons everywhere are raising slogans 

of democracy, justice and liberation that shout in the face of al-Azhar's 
Statement: 


Forget a ruin in whose halls I shout and give me something new, what is this 
talk about female riding camels? 


O free ulema of al-Azhar, speak up and do not remain silent in the face of 
this tyranny. In Islam, learning is useless without action. Speak up so 
that al-Azhar may not turn into ruins. 
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HAYKAL SEES ARAB REGIMES, NOT PEOPLES, AS BANKRUPT 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 9 Jun 79 pp 36-38 


[Interview with Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal by ‘Adil Malik: "King Faruq Re- 
jected Separate Peace With Israel; We Misunderstood October War and Exhausted 
Egyptian People Were Misunderstood; We Left Israel Alone To Help Mengistu 
Mariam in Ethiopia and Mobutu in Zaire; Arab Countries Could Have Given 

Egypt More Than They Did") 


{Text] This interview with Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal is the first and most 
comprehensive since the signing of the Egyptian-Israeli treaty. Haykal 
presents frankly his view of the treaty, beginning with the attempts made 
by the United States since the inception of the 23 July revolution and until 
the present for the conclusion of a separate peace between Egypt and Israel 
and ending with the post-treaty period and with the consequences resulting 
from the treaty. Haykal is fully aware that expressing his opinion frankly 
these days will cost him dearly. However, he still prefers to express his 
opinion on all that has happened and is ready to pay the price. 


[Question] We will open with you today the dossiers of war and peace in the 
Middle East area and will begin by opening the dossier of the numerous at- 
tempts made by the United States for the conclusion of a separate peace treaty 
between Egypt and Israel since the dawn of the 23 July revolution. What 

are the details of these attempts? 


[Answer] I will start this topic with its beginning. The U. S. policy, 

and the British policy before it, worked constantly to put distance between 
Egypt and the rest of the Arab world. Israel inherited this goal because 

it secures its interests. The United States and Britain imagined, correctly, 
that Egypt is the only power in the area capable humanly and economically, 
at the time, of confront:lng challenges. The equation was built on the basis 
that if Egypt's forces jwined the forces of the rest of the Arab world in 
the Arab East, then this would inevitably lead to the rise of a major power 
in the area. 


It is my belief that Israel does not aspire to seize the Arab oil. But it 
has historical aspiratiors that are summed up in the Zionist dream embodied 














in the east--in Sinai or in Egypt generally. Israel has no security demands 
on Egypt and this is why Israel's first concern was a disengagement with 
Egypt, because by achieving such a disengagement Israel will have eliminated 
the only power in the area capable of building an armed force and of con- 
stituting a major deterrent force. Let us leave the old goals alone and 
turn to the new goals. The first time Israel sought to conclude a separate 
peace with Egypt was during the Rhodes truce agreement. Israel tried to 
develop this agreement and to force Egypt to proceed toward a separate peace. 
The old regime in Egypt was in its last days, and this attempt was not des- 
tined to continue in one way or another. But even the old regime rejected 
this idea. Here is where the complex of the U. S. presidents, beginning 
with Truman, Esienhower, Kennedy and ending down the list, appears in re- 
gard to the holy lands and, digressively, in regard to th © .cnomic and 
strategic aspects. This is why they all tried the line oi separate peace 
between Egypt and Israel. 


The first attempt was made when John Foster Dulles, the U. S. secretary of 
state, came to Egypt and brought up the issue of the Middle East defense. 
This issue led to a discussion on Israel. This was in 1953, i.e. only a 
few months after the inception of the 23 July revolution. It was thought at 
the time that President ‘Abd-al-Nasir could be approached on the issue. 


"Abd-al-Nasir's theory took into consideration the strategic aspect. He was 
thinking, of the nearby enemy, considering that Britain was occupying the 
Suez Canal--and then came Israel, the fundamental enemy. Dulles brought up 
the issue of Israel's position and expounded the U. S. view on Middle East 
defense, stating that this view included Israel. This is what ‘Abd-al-Nasir 
rejected. Dulles tried to discuss the issue within the framework of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict in an endeavor to find a basis for a solution. But 
he did not, of course, reach any result. 


The second attempt, and it is my belief that it was part of the preparation 
for the Suez campaign, proceeded on the basis of ‘Abd-al-Nasir's rejection 
of the first endeavor, on the basis of the long-drawn-out confrontation be- 
tween him and the United States over the Baghdad Pact issue and on the ba- 
sis of the Middle East defense. Then came the Czech (Soviet) weapons deal 
with Egypt which was followed by the U. S. offer to finance the high dam. 
Within this framework and in an attempt to lure Egypt, if you want to say so, 
President Eisenhower presented a new approach calling for focusing on Egypt 
in any future solution for the Arab-Israeli conflict. It was the belief 
that if the United States could oust Egypt from the Middle East equation, 
then this would mean that there would remain in the Arab East small entities 
incapable of facing the challenge. 


In 1956, President Eisenhower sent to President ‘Abd-al-Nasir an extraor- 
dinary envoy to exert secret efforts. This envoy was trying to find some 
sort of a solution. 


‘Abd-al-Nasir did not oppose the principle. Robert Anderson, the U. S. sec- 
retary of the treasury, came to Cairo, stayed at an apartment in al-Zamalik, 
Cairo, and began to make his contacts. 
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Explaining his view to Anderson, ‘Abd-al-Nasir said: In my view, there are 
two issues, namely the issue of the Palestinian people and the issue of geo- 
graphical contact in the Arab world because, as evident on the map, Israel 
divides the Arab world into two halves. Finally, ‘Abd-al-Nasir proposed that 
the partition plan, along with Count (Bernadotte's) adjustments on it, con- 
tinue to be the basis. This means that the al-Naqba [Negev] area would re- 
main Arab. 


Anderson conveyed President ‘Abd-al-Nasir's view to Israel and met with Ben 
Gurion, Israel's prime minister at the time. Anderson returned to Cairec 
with a proposal from Ben Gurion inviting President ‘Abd-al-Nasir to meet 
with him and suggesting that this meeting be held in Cairo, Jerusalem or 
any neutral capital (Cyprus was suggested). 


But President ‘Abd-al-Nasir rejected the idea of a meeting and told Ander- 
son: “Tell Ben Gurion I am not et all ready to meet him" and added “if I 
head for such a meeting, I will not be able to return to my country.” 


At this point Anderson asked ‘Abd-al-Nasir: Are you this afraid of the 
people? The president anewered: No, by God, I fear myself. 


Thus, also the second attempt failed. 


After the Suez war between 1957 and 1958, Israel tried to get Yugoslav Presi- 
dent Marshal Tito to mediate with ‘Abd-al-Nasir. Nahum Goldman tock charge 
of this Israeli task. For a third time, 'Abd-al-Nasir refused, told Tito 
that the Egyptian conditions were clear and that Egypt was not ready to do 
this separately. ‘Abd-al-Nasir added: "In any case, if there is response 
to the U. N. (partition) resolution, especially in regard to the interna- 
tionalization of the old and the new Jerusalem, and if land contact is es- 
tablished among the Arab countries, I will be ready to shoulder the respon- 
sibility and I can persuade the rest of the Arab world of the feasibility 
and possibility of this solution, provided that it is not a separate solu- 
tion.” 


President Johnson repeated the U. S. attempts, assuring ‘Abd-al-Nasir that 
Israel was ready to withdraw from the Sinai in return for Egypt's withdrawal 
from the Arab issue. But ‘Abd-al-Nasir again turned down the offer. Thus, 
the four attempts that were made to conclude a bilateral Egyptian-Israeii 
peace treaty failed. 


[Question] We now come to President Jimmy Carter who has been able in one 
way or another to conclude a separate Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty. What is 
this type of peace called the "Camp David accords”? Is it an Egyptian-Is- 
raeli peace under the canopy of the United States, or is it the peace of 
al~Sadat-Begin-Carter, 1. e. peace of individuals? 


{[Anewer}] We are perplexed as to what to call what has happened. First, it 
is an attempt to postpone the problem in its entirety till the future. It 





is an escape from the crux of the problem. There are differences between an 
“official communique” and a “treaty agreement." You can say in an official 
communique that you agree with the other side on this and that and disagree 
with it on such and such. When President Nixon visited the Soviet Union 

in 1972, a communique was issued bearing the U. S. view on a number of is- 
sues, and another communique was issued bearing the Soviet view on a number 
of issues because the two sides could not reach an understanding. But 
where a treaty is concerned, the first thing you do is that you conclude a 
contract with the other side on a certain matter. This means that a meet- 
ing point is reached after negotiations and bargainings leading to a com 
promise. As for what has happened between Egypt and Israel, there is no 
“treaty.” The first side (Egypt) is talking about the West Bank and Gaza 
and the second side (Israel) is talking about Judea and Samaria. There are 
mutual means of exchange and each side is expressing its opinion. When we 
get to Jerusalem, we find that Egypt considers Jerusalem a part of the West 
Bank while Israel says that Jerusalem is the indivisible capital of Israel. 
There are differences even on the provisions. Take for example the Arab 
provision talking about the Israeli forces’ withdrawal. It gives Egypt 

the right to exercise its sovereignty until the international borders of 
Palestine before the [British] mandate, taking into consideration the spe- 
cial status of the Gaza Strip. Meanwhile, you find in the U. S. [English] 
provision the phrase “taking into consideration the Gaza problem." When you 
examine the Hebrew provision, you find that it makes no mention whatsoever 
of Gaza. So, what has been agreed on, with whom is the peace and with 

whom the agreement? 


First, this cannot be called a comprehensive Arab agreement, considering 
that almost the entire Arab world rejects it. The Palestinians--both the 
combatants in the PLO and the Palestinians living under the yoke of the oc- 
cupation--who are the people concerned, have rejected the agreement because 
it gives them no solution whatsoever. Insofar as Egypt is concerned, I do 
not believe that this is the solution. Concerning Egypt, there is som- 
thing that I want to say. 


There is a big mistake in dealing with Egypt's role by those who view Egypt 
% a geographic entity, because Egypt has never been a geographic entity. 
Egypt is a role, not only now but also before the revolution, in the Mame~- 
lukes era, in Muhammad ‘Ali's time and during President ‘Abd-al-Nasir's rule. 
Egypt's status should not be approached with the view that Egypt is a geo- 
graphic entity consisting of the Sinai, the delta, the western desert and 
Upper Egypt. This is a view that diminishes Egypt's value extremely. In 
this area, Egypt can only be that progressive, civilizing, cultural and 
radiating role. I am ready to agree with the opinion that says that Egypt 
is no longer the “role” and that it has shrunk. I am not ready to accept 
the logic of the negotiations. How did the negotiations take place and be- 
tween whom? They have taken place with Israel which occupies all the land 
of the Zionist dream-the entire West Bank and Gaza. This means that the 
“historical” Israel is negotiating with Egypt and wants to transform this 
Egypt into a geographic entity. I repeat that I am not ready to accept 
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this. Egypt is a role. Egypt is not the Sinai desert. It is true that the 
Sinai desert is important but what is bigger than the Sinai desert is Egypt 
the role. 


[Question] Let us return to what we talked about at the outset of this in- 
terview, namely the U. S.-Israeli focus on isolating Egypt. Do you believe 
that the plan has succeeded in achieving this goal, i.e. stripping Egypt 
away from the Arab world? 


[Answer] I believe that we are facing a big catastrophe. I liken the Arab 
world and Egypt to the body and the head. I believe that through these at- 
tempts, the head is being separated from the body. Here is where the catas- 
trophe lies for both. Neither can Egypt live without the rest of its Arab 
nation nor can the Arab nation live without Egypt. 


While acknowledging the enormity of the catastrophe, the question continues 
to be: And what then, what is the solution? How can we in the Arab wor) 
face the future with all that is happening? The Arab world imagines tha i 
is a strong and rich world. This is not true. We must know that the re /er - 
wes of all the OAPEC [Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countrier 
members are less than the revenues of the Netherlands alone. Moreover, 
total income of the Arab countries from oil and other resources is less t.an 
Italy's income. We imagine that we have some currency liquidity, that we 
have money and we buy cars and palaces and we ride planes. Thies is beauti- 
ful but it is not wealth. Even if we take all matters at their surface 
value, we will find that we are poor compared to the others. We hear some 
people talk about the sixth power. This is not correct. It is my opinion 
thet the fundamental thing in any conflict is will. In 1967, I was not 
afraid. I was very sad, but sad in the way that the masses marched to the 
streets and the way the entire Arab world took a united stance and rejected 
the resignation [‘Abd-al-Narir's resignation in June 1967]. This was a 
will. There was undoubtedly a catastrophe which called for grief--the 
catastrophe of the fact that the enemy was able to occupy a part of our 
land. But what is more difficult and more painful than this is for the enemy 
to occupy a part of our land. But what is more difficult and more painful 
than this is for the enemy to occupy your will. Political action is will 
and this will must, of course, be strengthened by resources. The Arab 

will can be built even without the ofl. Right now, what I fear for is the 
Arad will. 


[Question] You delivered at Oxford University a lecture entitled “The Prob- 
lems of Peace in the Middle East." Do you believe that we have ectually 
reached the peace stage, that you may talk about the problems of peace? 


[Anewer] I told the Oxford University professors: You invite me to talk 
about the problems of peace. But the issue is that I see no peace yet and 
that I still consider peace a problem. There is no peace. What has happened, 
in my opinion, is a peculiar operation of a strange sort. We live in the 
age of television and radio diplomacy. But this diplomacy does not solve 
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problems. It creates impressions and does not lead to solving historical 
problems and strategic conflicts. This is why I did not talk about the 
problems of peace but about the peace that is still a problen. 


[Question] There are numerous opinions on how to reach peace. We wonder, 
which way do you believe peace will come to the Middle East? 


[Answer] Peace can only come by way of the Arab political will that is bol- 
stered by economic strength, cultural strength and military action. In the 
military sphere, I must underline my extreme concern, because there can be no 
negotiating position without an armed force. The battlefield situation is 
what is reflected on the negotiations table. If negotiations fail, this or 
that side (an speak from a position of power and say: If we do not reach 
agreement, I will act as follows (thus). Without this armed force, all you 
can do is talk, talk and talk forever. We have reached this situation. The 
Arab position has been weakened considerably with the decline of the Arab 
wills, as a result of the estrangement with the Soviet Union and because we 
have imagined that we are rich. We have money. This is true. But it is 
not enough and it is not economic power. This money must be turned into a 
real economic power. Even intellectually and culturally, we have nothing. 


There are those who say there is no alternative? Alternative to what? I 
fully reject this logic. I believe that it is the duty of the leadership 
to always find alternatives. There is nobody in history who has said: “By 
God, I have been able to do nothing else.” I am talking about all the de- 
cision makers in the Arab world and I am not excluding any of them. We 
close the roads in our own face and say: By God, there was nothing else 
to do. You harm your negotiating position and then you say: I have no 
other course to follow. This is unreasonable. There is ao predestination 
in political action. When you are entrusted with the destinies of nations 
and peoples, you cannot say that you only found one solution before you and 
so you were compelled to adopt it. 


[Question] What is the motive behind all that has happened, in your opinion? 


[Answer] We misunderstood the October war. We visualized the October war 
wrongly and talked about the limited war. A limited war is for achieving 
balances of power through military force so that a more convenient political 
situation may be established. After we emerged from October and after the 
difficult days had passed, we started misanalyzing the victory. We trium- 
phed strategically, i. e. a victory fully connected not with what was 
achieved on the battlefield but with your ability to exploit what you have 
been able to achieve. The important thing in the October war is the early 
prelude that was stressed on the Egyptian front through the crossing, and 
also on the Syrian front. The October war emphasized an important matter 
repeatedly, namely that the Arabs can organize and plan for a modern battle. 
The October war was 4 message to the future and to the present international 
reality--a message that the Arabe have become capable of confronting the 
challenge. After the war, we imagined that everything had ended. But the 











real battle starts after the guns turn silent. Unfortunately, we miscal- 
culated and acted erroneously after the October war cease-fire. As a result 
of the faulty concept of the battle, the Arab front was afflicted with a 
disease that broke its cohesion and each side tried to get as many spoils as 
it could, very unfortwnately. We did not understand at the time that the 
battle had not ended yer and that continuation of the battle required the 
presence of a unified Arab visualization. 


Second, there was 2 misunderstanding and a wrong evaluation of the Egyptian 
people's positicn. i want to say a very important thing insofar as the 
Egyptian people are concerned. I do not approve this separate peace with 
Israel. But at the same time, I wish the Arab world would try to put it- 
self in the psychological and practical picture of the Egyptian people. I 
am against all that has been said about our being a people “with a civili- 
zation that is 7,000 years old, that we are civilized and the others are 

not and that we have built the pyramids while the others have been herding 
their camels." I am not enthusiastic for this sort of nonsense. But I be- 
lteve that we are before one nation which possesses all the constituent 
elements of a single nation. It is my opinion that the role and problems 
of the Egyptian people have not been properly appreciated. One of the things 
that deeply hurt the Egyptian people was the stance toward the 1967 war. 

You are talking about people who fought and defended but did not succeed. 
There was nothing to justify the gloating. Unfortunately, the Egyptian 
people felt, regardless of whether rightly or wrongly, that there was a kind 
of gloating over what had happened and over the outcome of that war. You 
are talking about a man who has shouldered his responsibility, who has been 
exhausted and who has been hit. All this is no problem. His will has not 
been hit and he is still standing up and going on. 


Moreover, there was a misunderstanding and misevaluation of the state of 
exhaustion experienced by the Egyptian people. This exhaustion was not only 
material. The Egyptian people have proven that they are the most capable 

of confronting challenges and that they are the ones most heavily exposed 

to blows. The Egyptian people should have been appreciated for this. The 
Arab countries could have given Egypt more than they have done. I want to 
raise a question here: Had the 5-billion dollar offer about which the Bagh- 
dad summit talked been made after the October war directly, the picture 
would have been different. But we started to calculate with pen and paper, 
failing to appreciate the fact that there was a people shouldering the re- 
sponsibility, offering sacrifices in their battle without being defended 

by anybody and that this people waged the battle to defend themselves and 
the others. This is why I say that the Egyptian's people's sacrifices have 
not been appreciated with the required sensitivity. They imagined that 

the Egyptian people's problems would be solved with a bit of an open-door 
policy and with some tourists. This is what the Egyptian people do not 
need. The Egyptian people must be assisted and supported in a real develop- 
ment plan which brings all these aspects to an end. A big mistake has been 
made in analyzing Egypt's characteristics. We have no strategy. The first 
thing for any nation that wants to fight is to determine who is its number 








one enemy. The Egyptian people, the Syrian people and other [Arab] peo- 
ples have said that the basic enemy is Israel, whereas there are those who 
have come up with the theory of international communism as being the basic 
enemy. International communism might be a danger but it is a postponed dan- 
ger in any case. We, however, have left Isreal alone and some of us pro- 
ceeded to fight Mengistu Mariam in Ethiopia and others proceeded to support 
Mobutu in Zaire. So, what we must do first is to determine who the number 
one enemy is. If we decide that it is Israel, then the Arab nation possesses 
the material means that enable it to achieve victory. We have not achieved 
this victory because we are in a trance. What is frightening at present is 
that the Arab dream has been lost. I say: Let us at least take from the 
Arab dream the right to live and the right to survive. This is what I am 
afraid for. 


No Hope in Geneva 


[Question] What about Geneva? Do you think that peace can come by way of 
Geneva and are you convinced of this? 


[Answer] I do not believe so, even though I have called in my lecture for 
convening the Geneva conference. I do not think anything will happen at 
Geneva at the present time. There is no hope whatsoever in Geneva. It is 
Menahem Begin's belief that as long as he has gotten Egypt out of the bat- 
tle, then there is nothing for him to fear. He is waiting for the natural 
disintegration process to achieve what he wants. It is my belief that there 
is no solution except through rebuilding the Arab negotiating position. What 
has happened so far cannot continue and cannot constitute a basis for a 
solution. All this must be re-thought and re-examined. Another figure 

must also emerge, must project a new strategic approach to the entire Arab 
nation and must show it the way. The peoples have not gone bankrupt. It 

is the regimes that have gone bankrupt and that have nothing more to offer. 


I feel deep anxiety, not because of the presence of the treaty, considering 
that the treaty is not worth, in my view, the ink with which it has been 
written. What worries me is the Arab will. How will the Arab resolution 
move and rally the largest resources possible behind it? This is the prob- 
lem. As for Geneva, there will be no Geneva and nobody wants to go to 
Geneva. I talked about Geneva recently only to give people hope in peace. 
But if the Arab nation fails to find for itself a planned solution, then a 
solution will be imposed on it through an internal explosion. 


[Question] The painful picture of the current Arab reality indicates that 
Egypt is proceeding along one way and the rest of the ..ab world along 
another way. It is as if we are facing two parallel ways. Can this reality 
continue? 


[Answer] Unfortunately, this is true. Also unfortunately, this situation 
will continue for a time. We have reached a stage of vituperation that has 
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exceeded all imagination. I remember that under the circumstances during 
which I disagreed with the Egyptian regime after the disengagement agree- 
ment and, I think, in my discussions with Dr Kissinger, I was afraid that 
the path we were following would lead to a separate solution as a result of 
the adoption of the step-by-step policy. This policy means fragmenting 
each Arab front into several steps leading to separating each Arab front 
from the other. I expected in 1974 that separate peace would be reached. 

I disagreed with the regime and left AL-AHRAM for this reason. Afterwards, 
the unthinkable happened. Very regrettably, I see no point at which the two 
parallel lines can meet. This is the catastrophe. It is as if we are liv- 
ing a Greek tragedy with nothing but a tragic solution and where nobody 

can stop the onrush of events toward this end. If you ask me for a solu- 
tion, I will say I have no solution under the current conditions and under 
the canopy of the existing system, even at the humane level. But if the 
intensity prevailing in the Arab world could be pacified in one way or 
another, it would be possible to find hope. But the true problem is that a 
man can see no hope. I believed in the presence of an Arab dream and the 
presence of Arab hope. We have lost this dream. It has been taken away from 
us. I search for this dream but I cannot find it. 


[Question] Has Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal, the Egyptian citizen, lost hope 
finally? 


[Answer] The individual has no right to lose hope separately. I have met 
Arab leaders and I have heard them say: "By God, we are tired.” I have 
always said that any individual who gets tired should step aside. But 
there are no people who could get tired. The Egyptian people have not got- 
ten tired. All peoples face problems. It is my belief that the Arab na- 
tion has not gotten tired because there is no nation that can abandon its 
role, its history, its geography, its interests and its right to the drean. 
How can a nation like the Arab nation, which possesses all the capabilities, 
resources, historical heritage and depth, get tired? 
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FIKRI ‘UBAYD'S ELECTION TO PARLIAMENT RIDICULED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 15 Jun 79 p 13 
[Article by Jalal Kishshik: "Dilemma of Fikri, Who Used To Be Victor”) 


{Text] Fikri Makram "Ubayd, whose real name is Victor Makram ‘Ubayd, is 
the brother of William Makram ‘Ubayd, al-Wafd Party secretary, and not his 
son, as some papers say. Fikri is not a Copt, but a Protestant. Makram 
"Ubayd or William ‘Ubayd was a Protestant who converted to Copticism to 
please the Egyptian national movement. It is known that the Egyptians, 
both Moslems and Copts, do not consider a Christian an Egyptian unless he 
is an Orthodox Copt. As for the other sects which emerged in Egypt as a 
result of the influence of the missionary groups under colonialism, they are 
viewed in a special way, and the common Copts call them "a Protestant for a 
shilling,” meaning that a person converted to Protestantism for the sake 

of a shilling or 5 Egyptian piasters. When Makram ‘Ubayd died, his brother 
Victor opposed burying him at the family cemetery, and the Copts opposed 
holding his funeral rites at the Coptic Church, because he was a renegade 
in their view. 


Fikri Makram ‘Ubayd was an appointed member of the last parliament, because 
he did mot dare nominate himself. But in the latest People's Assembly ses- 
sion, fortune smiled on him and the al-Wafd Party succeeded in destroying 
the wall which the revolution had erected between itself and the Copts. 
Al-Wafd's selection of Ibrahim Faraj, the patriotic Christian political 
leader, was a master stroke which reaffirmed Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din's leadership 
and skill. President al-Sadat thus decided to dissolve Mamduh Salim's 
party, which did not include in its leadership a single Copt and which was 
not able to nominate a Copt for the parliamentary elections. A search was 
made for a Christian who would agree to be the secretary of President al- 
Sadat's new party after Siraj-al-Din had revived the tradition established 
by al-Wafd, a tradition allotting the post of secretary to the brother Copts. 


But the patriarch had issued a decree banning the Copts from engaging in 
politics, except within the al-Wafd Party. So, they [al-Sadat's new party] 
could find nobody other than Victor Makram ‘Ubayd, who thus became the sec- 
retary of the Democratic National Party, or al-Sadat's party. 





Victor nominated himself for the elections for which he also made all the 
other nominations, which he managed and whose results he arranged, and thus 
he won 100 percent of the votes, or 32,975 votes out of 32,975 votes. This 
is a result that will be rejected by any computer if ever fed to one. Such 
a computer would swear never to work in a country of crooks. 


Imagine a computer swearing because it will be then easy for you to imagine 


a candidate winning 100 percent of the votes, especially Victor of the 
treaty! 


But if the head of the house gets 99 percent, then it is the disposition 
of the rest of the family to dance to the same tune. 


Dear Victor, you have gone too far and you have gotten yourself into a seri- 
ous problem. In view of the rule of preserved stations, what will you do 
with the result of the believer president? Will 101 percent of the voters 
elect him? 


Moreover, what does President al-Sadat want of these elections, and what is 
the use of such a parliament that befits Nyerere's or Bokassa's government? 
Can the outcome of such elections be anything but an international scandal 
and a domestic crisis that will rally all the people behind the demand of 
dissolving the rigged up parliament?! What harm would it have done the re- 
gime had all the opposition candidates, not exceeding 40 altogether, won? 
Even if the candidates were 100, the government would still have an over- 
whelming majority not enjoyed by the government of any democratic country. 
Egypt's civilization of 7,000 years would have looked even more civilized 
to the world. The people would be preoccupied with the parliamentary bat- 
tles and with the opposition speeches, even if the voting were always in 
favor of the government. Did the British lose when they allowed the first 
Egyptian parliament to be elected freely, when they let the opposition party-- 
namely the Revolution Party--win an overwhelming majority and defeat the 
prime minister who conducted the elections in his own district? Wasn't 
this the beginning of deflating the masses’ revolution and the beginning of 
the split in the revolution? But it seems that the regime is intent on 
uniting all the elements of the revolution against itself. A separate 
treaty, exclusive elections and exclusive government lead to a unique revo- 
lution. They said in the past that collapsing regimes dig their graves with 
their own hands. Congratulations to the regime on elections in which no- 
body, neither the opposition nor the government, has won. 
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PROSECUTOR SUSPENDS LAW ENFORCEMENT IN TEHRAN 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 3 Jul 79 p 3 


[Text ] 


IhKIIRY.N -- Tehran is the only 
city in the world which lacks 
any form of Icgal or judicial 
security, according to a state- 
ment by the city's Public 
Prosecutor, Abolfazl Shah- 
shahani. 

The statement comes in 
the wake of an official direc- 
tive by the Tehran Public 
Prosecutor's Office to all police 
stations in the nation's capital 
to temporarily suspend their 
activities and refrain from 
investigating complaints or 
offences of any kind. 

This means in effect, said 
the Public Prosecutor, that a 
man could commit murder in 
Tehram “and get away scot- 
free", because there is no Icgal 
body to apprehend him. 

Judicial security is one of 
the corner-stones of civilized 
existence, without which most 
city-dwellers in today's world 
would be gripped with a sense 
of fear and panic, continued 
Shahshahani. 

Once this security .is taken 
away from a city's inhabitants, 
the city turns into a haven for 
hoodiums, criminals, gangs 
hell-bent on destruction, and 
otha cliements who only 
respect the law of the jungle. 

Such is the present situa- 
tion in Tehran, said the Public 
Prosecutor, and if immediate 
sicps are not taken to counter 
the situation, we may well be 
on the way to a social 
“explosion” with devastating 


CSO: 4920 


effects for the 5 million 
inhabitants of the city. 
Numerous “centres of 


none of them has the power or 
responsibility to investigate 
day-to-day offences or crimes, 
since the scope of their 

sibilities does not 
in routine offences. 

The agencies or + 
bodies who are responsible for 
investigating crimes and day-to- 
day offences are the police, 
the gendarmerie, and other 
law-enforcement =— who 
come under the autho- 
rity of the Public Prosecutor. 

The dilemma of Tehran is 
that, on the one hand, none of 
the law-enforcement agencies is 
able to carry out its responsibi- 
lities under present conditions 
and, on the other hand, 
responsible authorities are not 
lifting a finger to co-operate 
with the police or the gendar- 
meric in helping them to carry 
out their duties. 


said that a good number of 
prisons in Tehran had been 
repaired or renovated, but the 
= of shortage of space 
ad not been solved yet. 
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Consequently, over- 
leading 


tensions among apy and 
occasionally erupting in distur- 
bances and hunger-strikes. 

In a recent meeting with 
the Minister of Justice, the 
Prosecutor-General, and the 
Wardens of Tehran's prisons, 
said the Public Prosecutdér, it 
had been decided that certain 
prisoners should be transferred 
to Ghasr prison to reduce 
over-crowding in other pri 
However, the authorities at 
Ghasr prison had flatly refused 


to acc more prisoners. 
Feeling itter t the 
arbitrary haviour of the 


authorities at Ghasr prison, the 
Public Prosecutor that he 
totally di of the way 
in which | Py ws was 
being run, adding he “did 
not even know how many 
prisoners were being detained 
at Ghar.” 


but 
to suspend ail the activities of 
the law-enforcement agencien 











MILITARY BUDGET SLASHED MORE THAN HALF 


Teheran TEHRAN TIMES in English 2 Jul 79 p 1 


[Article by M. Kazemi] 


[Text ] 


TEHRAN = Itan yesterday cut 
(own its defense spending 
during the current Iranian year 
to less than one half from Als. 
700 billion last year to Ris. 
$00 billion this year. 

Ali Akbar 
minister of state for the Plan 
and = =Budget Organization, 
unveiling the first budget of 
lrime Minister Mehdi Bazar- 
gan's Provisional Revolutionary 
Government, revealed that the 
total budget for the fiscal year 
1979/80 was set at Kis. 2,441 
billion. He said this was Ris. 
494 billion less than last year's 
allocations. 

The minister said the 
deficit of Ris. 332.7 billion will 
be mei from bank loans. 

Last year’s budget deficit 
was about Ris. 1100 billion 
whereas this year's deficit 
stands at Ris. 332.7° billion. 

Moinfar told reporters that 
this year's budget was an 
indication of the economic 
realities of the country “and 
the government's short and 
long-term plans to overcome 
these problems”. 

Ile said that some Ris. 880 
billion would be spent on 
economic plans while another 
Ris. 602 billion would be spent 
to finance various contracts 
sygned by the government 

“Furthermore we would 
spend Ris. 30.5 billion on 
public affairs and another Ris. 
184 billion on social welfare.”’ 

Moinfar further noted that 
his planners have been having 
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Moinfar,. 


considerable — in 
drawjng u year's 
because of the lack of * 
figures and statistics i 
the economic. ormance © 
the country. at is why we 
have not been able to put out 
what mizht be called scientific 
budget this year but we hope 
to be able to do so next year.” 
“But that the figures we 


_ give for this year's budget are 


not valid. We have done our 
best to draw up this budget in 
accordance with the economic 
realities of the country”. 
Moinfar went on to 3 


Referring to the govern- 
ment's gevelopment = and 
the figure of Ris. 880 billion 
which is to be spent on these 
plans he said that unless there 


were savings on other ex 
it was di 5 oo epend mene 


monty on ent 
“But we think that this 
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ex are investigating 
as comments feasibility of the 
plan”. 

He said that the govern- 
ment had to compensate for 
the reduction of oil revenues 
through taxes. 

Moinfar pointed out that 
the reason for reducing the 
export of oil was to make the 
Iranian economy less de- 


t 


more imports which means 
increasing dependency on 
other countrics, and this & 
what we don't want, We are 
determined to rely on our own 
economy from now on”. 
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DIFFERENCES AMONG FEDAYIN GUERRILLA LEADERS AIRED 
Tehran ETTELA‘AT in Persian 14 Jun 79 p 2 


[Text] ETTELA‘AT received a letter signed by Ashraf Dehqani and Mohammad 
Hormatipur. The content of the letter is as follows: 


On 22/5/58 [August 22, 1979] the BAMDAD newspaper announced without mention- 
ing the source of their information that we were separating from Iran's 
People Fedayin Guerrilla Organization and that were about to establish 
another "guerrilla organization." 


Unfortunately we must say with regret that the reported information is not 
true. 


Our differences with the leadership of Fedayin Guerrilla Organization is 
one of the tens of differences that can be shown in any revolutionary move- 
ment. Our talks are not based on forming another "guerrilla organization." 


It is based on strengthening the lines of people's Fedayin guerrillas and 
to purify the opportunitists who damage the Fedayees way with their posi- 
tions. Our talks are about strengthening the Fedayin Guerrilla's position 
and its organization. It is about strengthening the Fedayin Guerrilla's 
Organization not weakening it. 


Our positions have been clearly explained in an interview which was pub- 
lished in a small pamphlet called "Interview With Friend Asharaf Dehq-ani." 


It was indicated in the pamphlet that "I Have Been a Fedayee Guerrilla and 

I Think I will Die a Fedayee Guerrilla.” It is also indicated that the 
role of Iran's people Fedayin Guerrillas should be separated from the nature 
of its centralization. It has been emphasized on correlation with honest 
cadres and sympethizers of the revolution, and support and exalt Iran's 
people Fedayin Guerrilla Organization. At the end we should say that all 
aware revolutionary forces will encounter such differences seriously and 
will try to reach a deeper unity. As they have such a goal in mind they 
will never give an opportunity to the opportunists to take advantage and 
make exploitations. 


Signed by People's Fedayin Guerrilla - Ashraf Dehqani and Mohammad Hormatipur. 
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ORGANIZATION OF NATIONAL FRONT DISCUSSED 
Tehran ETTELA‘AT in Persian 14 Jun 79 p 4 


[Text] In order that the young generation that has entered society in the 
past 25 years might have a better understanding and knowledge of Iran's 
National Front, the political correspondent of ETTELA'AT has asked Dr 
Sanjabi to talk once again about the National Front. Dr Sanjabi said: 
“After World War II was over the activities of the National Front began 
first to get free elections.... It was a year when Dr Mosadeq went on a 
second sit-in demonstration at the palace for achieving freedom of elec- 
tions. We also joined him in the sit-in demonstration. 


But he doesn't determine what that year was and the young generation does 
mot become aware when that demonstration had taken place and how long it 
had been after WWII. As the intention of ETTELA‘AT is to inform the young 
generation therefore, I will mention the summary of the event. 


On Friday 22 of Mehr 1328 [14 October 1949] at the invitation of Dr Mosadeq 
and some of the managers and representatives of the press who objected to 
the parliamentary elections a gathering was held in front of the shah's 
palace. Among those who were present 19 persons were selected to hold sit- 
in demonstrations in the palace and to ask the acceptance of the following 
demands. 


1 - Cancellation of the state elections. 
2 - Appointment of an impartial government to hold free elections. 


The shah did not accept these 2 demands. They sent a letter of objection 
to the minister of court (palace) and ended the demonstration. 


The name of those 19 persons are as follows: 
Ll - Dr Mohammed Mossadeq 2 - Dr Ali Shaygan 3 - Mahmud Naryman 4 ~ Shanseldin 
Amir Ala'i 5 =~ Dr Karim Sanjabi 6 - Yusef Mashar 7 — Dr Kaviyani 8 ~ Eng 


Zirakzadeh 9 - Ayatollah Gharabi 10 — Dr Hosseyn Fatemi 11 - Dr Mogefar 
Baqa'i 12 - Hosseyn Maki 13 - Ha'eryzadeh 14 ~- Abdolqadir Azad 15 - Abbas 
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Khalili (manager of EQDAM) 16 - Amidi Nari (manager of DAD) 17 - Ahamd Maki 
(manager of SETAREH) 18 - Jalali Na‘ini (manager of Keshvar and later 
senator and chairman of the lawyer's center at the era of Aryamehr) 

19 - Arsalan Khal'atbari (lawyer at the Justice Department) 


On Ist of Aban 1328 [23 October 1949] at Dr Mossadeq's house they chose 
the name of National Front for their delegation and committee was held to 
prepare the articles of association for the National Front. Dr Sanjebi was 
one of the members. 


Another point is that we know that Reza Khan left Iran in the month of 
Sharivar 1320 [August 23 - September 22, 1941] and that the political 
prisoners and those who had been sent into exile were released. So, they 
started their political activities. This interval covers 8 years. We also 
know that WWil was over on 17 of Ordibehsht 1324 [May 7, 1945] officially. 
Therefore, the activities of the National Front did not start after the war. 
Mr Sanjabi pointed out: From the time of struggles for nationalizing the 
oil, a group by the name of oil Tudeh emerged. Apparently they pretended 
that they were leftist. However, in reality they were the agents of the 
extortionist oil companies. Was there any group by the name of oil Tudeh? 
Is this how you want to inform the young generation? Because one or two 
other political authorities have used the same terms. I find it necessary 
to explain: "The late Khalil Maleki the leader of the branch of Tudeh 
Party who had joined the National Front end was writing articles in SHAHED 
newspaper, of Dr Baga'yi's labor (Zahmatkeshan) party had for the first 
time used in one of his articles. (The oil Tudeh coalition against the 
national government...) What he meant was the fighting of Tudeh party from 
the left wing and the ruling board under the leadership of Jamal Imami and 
the representatives of the parliament from the right wing with Dr Mosadeq. 
For this reason Mosadeq called himself as the third power. That is, neither 
left, right, Tudeh nor oil. 


The common people who were not familiar with the European punctuation marks 
such as (.), (,), (+), ete., which had come into the Persian language used 
it as (the oil Tudeh) and with a different comprehension. it is also 
strange that most of the educated people have such a misunderstanding of 
the terms too. I mean to explain only two points that belong to the past. 
Otherwise the statements such as “in order to save the monarchy, the Sultan 
should be given up" or "I was asked to form a transitional government” or 
"Besides having pride of rulership he didn't even trust me, that is he did 
not have enough trust..." which are in the content of the interview, belong 
to these days and the young generation will {judge themselves and do not 
need further information, The story of the trip to Paris “The servant 

who brought beer" [sic] has not still lost its meaning. 


Heshmatollah Saberi - London 








MOJAHEDIN PUBLISH SOVIET ESPIONAGE PAPERS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 16 Jun 79 pp 1, 5 


[Text] Last Thursday in a statement issued by Mojahedin Organization of 
the Islamic revolution, the circumstances of arresting two persons by the 
names of Hamad Shaybani (Abol Abbas) and Mohammad Reza Se‘adati Shirazi 
known as Sayko were reported in detail. In the first segment, it was ex- 
plained about Hamad Shaybani, member of People's Fedayin Guerrilla Organi- 
zation, and his connection with bringing two crates of arms and ammunitions 
into Iran from abroad after the revolution and his connection with the 
departure of two communist Iraqi men at Mehrabad airport were explained. 


About the connections of a second person it has been indicated: A person 
by the name of Engineer Mohammad Reza Se‘adati Shirazi known as Sayko, 
member of the Central Cadre of People's Mujahedin Organization was arrested 
for having connections with the first secretary to the Soviet Embassy. 


The operations were conducted in the following way: 


The diplomatic car of the Soviet Embassy was taken under surveillance and 
it was observed that a person by the name of Viedimir Fenesiko who is the 
first secretary to the Soviet Embassy in Iran established contact with 
Mohammad Reza Se'adati in front of Nolco Company. Following further sur- 
veillance measures taken by the Pasdaran Revolutionary Corps (The revolu- 
tionary Guards Corps), 5 minutes prior to one of the meetings between the 
two, Se'adati was arrested and the documents that he had with him were con- 
fiecated at the location of the company. in preliminary interrogations, 

it was revealed that he had become the member of the People's Mujshedin 
Organization in 1347 (1968) and that he was working under the supervision 
of Khosrow Nezami, Chief of the Security of that organization. He has con- 
fessed that he had established contact with the first secretary of the 
Soviet Embassy in the demonstrations that were held at Tvhran University 

im the month of Esfand, 1357 (20 Feb-20 March 1978). The first secretary 
had attended the demonstrations under the cover of being a journalist. 
Further meetings were held following that first meeting. In further investi- 
gations, some documents were discovered regarding exchange of intelligence 
information in a wide range and a great deal of requirements of the People's 
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Mujahedin Organization from the Soviet Union. At the end of the interro- 
gations, the interrogator made the following comments: 


Considering the modus operandi of the Soviet Intelligence Service and the 
Statements made by the accused which are mostly contradictory and the re- 
sponses given to the questions, posed in various ways, were made in « 
specific way and the fact that the above-mentioned person had been vorking 
at Isfahan Foundry in the years 1347-1348 (1968-1969) and had been in con- 
tact with Soviet experts, it is believed that he had been recruited by the 
Soviet Intelligence Service since then and that Khosrow Nezami who had 
been handling his connections with the Soviet authorities should be one of 


the Soviet agents in Iran, It is necessary to prosecute and arrest Khosrow 
Nezami. 


The handwriting of the accused shows his writing to Feneskiyo. four letters 
that were discovered at his desk at Nolco Company and had been prepared in 
the accused's handwriting for his meeting with Feneskiyo are as follows: 
The content of the Soviet espionage documents discovered are as follows: 
Intelligence: 

1. Our Requirements: 

a. From my point of view: 

1. Tape recorder with transmitter. 

2. Small camera or microfilm camera, 

3. Very tiny receiver and transmitters. 

4, Eavesdropping devices for use in far distances (50 meters). 

5. Adequate experiences in filing and classification of files. 

6. Telephone control devices with indicators/specifiers. 

7. Telephone coding devices. 

8. Adequate experiences in intelligence and counter-intelligence affairs. 


9. Information on the activities of CIA and ... 


10. To specify the courses and qualifications of those individuals who 
take these courses. 


ll. Introduce CIA officers if you know them, 
12. Information on CIA network in Iran if you have some information. You 


can pess the information with our help. You can give the information to us. 
We will take action about it and then explain it in detail, 
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Second Section 
Introductory : 


l. Regarding telephone contact, the problems of such « contact and the 
necessity to study it. 


2. Suggest that we arrange our contacts from now on and to allocate at 
least 10 minwtes on discussing the contacts, the security issues and pro- 
blems...amd try to alleviate them. If a suspicious matter is seen to 
discuss it in every case in order to investigate and make sure about it. 


3, What experiences do you have regarding such contacts. Tell us pre- 
cisely and clearly of any experiences that you have. 


4. Here, I will not deliver such documents. Only the documents from the 
organization will be delivered. Therefore, we should arrange so that the 
documents would be passed while moving. This should be done briefly and 
according to precise calculations, 


5. Te specify the meeting site and to know what to say if they enter the 
building. 


The third section. 
First talking about daily political issues: 


1. Question on Afghanistan, and what information do you have on the condi- 
tion? 


2. Question about Iran, Kurdistan issue and the groups who are active there. 


3. Questions on Iran and that what do you guess, how do you study the demon- 
strations to the benefit of Shariatmadari? 


4. What do you think about Libya and its closeness to Iran? 
5S. What kind of information do you need? 

The fourth section. 

Recommendations to the left wing of Fatah. 


Requirements: 


1, We need your gupericaces compiled regarding people's councils. Give it 
to us if you can, 








2. Adwising about Khomeyni, Hamid’s conversation with Riyahi, Minister 
of Defense. 


3. Adwising to donate the debts as well as the industrial installations 
to Iran's revolution. Advising on giving plans such as on housing, 
traffic, hospital, telephone, egricu}ture through us end sending Moslem 
and revolutionary engineers to Iran. (Providing food and hygiene.) 


4. The necessity for a more active contact/encountering with Khomeyni and 
consulting with us. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. It means intelligence and counter-intelligence courses in the Soviet 
Union. 


2. The request for the state councils plans from the Soviet Government 
comes after the articles published regarding the formation of provin- 
cial councils in Iran's press. 


3. It is goodwill advice to the Soviet Union to put its economic institu- 
tions in Iran at the disposal of the revolution in order to gain popu- 
larity. 


4. Here the organizetion has asked the Soviet Union for giving ideas on 
presenting various plans. It is interesting that it has been asked of 
the Soviet Union to dispatch “Moslem & Revolutionary experts.” 
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NATIONAL FRINT LEADERS ASSESS OUSTER OF FORUHAR 
Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 18 Jun 79 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Following the ouster of Daryush Foiuhar from the National Front, 
and considering that Foruhar's dismissal from his position at the National 
Front as spokesman last week was an indication for such a separation, we 
asked for the views of three of the leaders of the National Front. Their 
answers are as follows: 


Dr Sanjabi's Opinion 


If the meaning of opportunist is that an individual or a group takes ad- 
vantage of the ruling powers to change and deviate from its doctrine and 
policy, this should be judged impartially and those persons who have no 
private motive to see who can be truly called an opportunist in this re- 
spect. We hope that Mr Foruhar will get the honours that he expects and 
that his respectful title would continue. However, another point that he 
had hinted at was that the National Front is separate from Iran's Islamic 
movement. That is nothing but pure accusation. Neither in the past nor 
at present has the National Front had such a policy as it has always been 
firm at its principles and goals and at all phases it has cooperated and 
will cooperate wit the National Islamic movement. 


Abolfazl Qasemi's Opinion 


We should Look and see if we have kept our promise for the revolution and 
its principles and general viewpoints set forth from the first day and the 
policies that it is following at present--or should we say that those who 
have reached power have forgotten their promises totally and changed their 
policies by looking for power and becoming opportunists. From the first 

day that the revolution started it had a very progressive slogan: "Inde- 
pendence, freedom and Islamic republic." We still move in the same direc- 
tion. It is others who have nacrificed democracy and freedom at the thresh- 
old of power for others and have neglected Iran and its freedom-seeking 
aspects. Therefore, today's generation and history will judge in the future 
that we never have and never will deviate from the revolution's main goal. 
We will protect the Islamic republic by the principles of independence and 
democracy and all sorts of freedom that exist in democracy. 
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Abolfazl Qasemi added: I believe that compared to the past, the National 
Front has a rather decisive position at present. However, its decisive 
position is not complete yet and it should clarify its position more de- 
cisively. We don't see any opportunists in the National Front. Opportu- 
nists are those who depend on power and who sacrifice the goals and doc- 
trimes of the National Front and themselves for power. I frankly say that 
if Dr Sanjabi failed to work in the government it was because he did not 
want to submit the goals of the National Front and Mossadeq's doctrine to 


a government that we all know does not have as much authority as a committee 
(Komiteh) in Tehran. 


Hasibi, one of the other members of the central council of the National 
Front, said last night that Foruhar's separation from the Front was felt 

long ago and unfortunately the obstructions that he created regarding halt- 
ing every work was an indication for his dismissal. He said that he believes 
that anyone can choose the way that he finds advisable and that he wished 
that he and the country would both have a happy ending. 
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VARIOUS ISSUES DISCUSSED BY KHUZESTAN GOVERNOR GENERAL 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 14 Jul 79 p 3 


[Article: “Arms and Money Delivered to Lackeys of Colonialism in Khuzes- 
tan by Agents of the Former Regime"] 


[Excerpts] A ,roup of saboteurs, according to the Governor General of Khu- 
zestan, was arrested in that province, the members of which had arms and 
ammunition in their possession. Moreover, the explosions and acts of sabo- 
tage occurring in the oil pipelines and along the railway have been initiated 
and carried out by the "Black Wednesday" group. 


Elaborating on the statements referred to above, the Governor General said: 
The anti-revolutionary agents and lackeys of colonialism are engaged in 
sabotage in the province of Khuzestan. As a result of the violent strug- 
gle unleashed by the inspectors of the revolutionary committees, tens of 
arms and hundreds of rounds of ammunition, as well as large quantities of 
cash, placed at the disposal of saboteurs, have been discovered so far, 
and a number of suspicious elements have also been arrested. In the mean- 
time, millions of rials has been allocated for the implementation of de- 
velopment projects by the respective authorities of the province. These 
statements were made by Vice Admiral Dr Seyyed Ahmad Madani, Governor Gen- 
eral of Khuzestan, and Commander of the Navy, during his visit to Shushtar, 
Behbehan, Aghajari, Mahshahr, and a number of other cities of Khuzestan, 
while discussing various issues relating to the local needs of the inhabi- 
tants. He called upon them to unite, inspired by the Islamic aspirations 
of Imam Khomeyni, leader of the Revolution of Iran, put aside all kinds of 
differences and dissension, in order to guard attentively the frontiers of 
the country, and to neutralize every attempt of a counter-revolutionary 
nature. 


Acts of Sabotage by the "Black Wednesday" Group: 
During his inspection tours, the Governor General of Khuzestan, in an in- 


terview given to the reporter of KEYHAN, has expressed his views on variovs 
issues as follows: 
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It is beyond any doubt, that in the wake of every revolution and social 
change, a series of distrubances occur, and the counter-revolutionary agents 
too, in their turn, realizing that their interests are subject to real dan- 
ger, embark on acts of sabotage, and thus prevent all efforts aimed at re- 
Storing peace and order. Those elements are, for the most part, lackeys in 
the service of colonialism, trying all the time to create difficulties and 
problems for the people and the responsible authorities as well. The re- 
cent developments in Khuzestan--considered to be the heart of our country-- 
have directly been planned and implemented by colonialism and despotic 
agents serving international colonialism. In the meantime we, in our turn, 
are fully aware of this and ready to cope with all events, with an intention 
to safeguard the privileges obtained by the Islamic revolution of Iran, to 
protect those advantages, and to guard the borders of our country. In 
other words, we will suppress all kinds of anti-revolutionary plans and 
movements in any region of the province, and will not permit subversive ele- 
ments to continue their harmful activities. Continving his comments, the 
Governor General said: In connection with some of the recent events oc- 
curring in Khuzestan, a group called the "Black Wednesday" has claimed re- 
sponsibility, whereas I am of the opinion that those elements are the ene- 
mies of the people, who under that guise are engaged in acts of sabotage, 
directed against the Iranian nation and its government. The damages in- 
flicted in recent days on the gas and oil pipelines and the railroad was 
caused by the members of that same group, who are “being fed" by foreign- 
ers, and by enemies who are acting against our people either from inside 

or outside of our country. 


On Ayatollah Khaqani: 


While praising Ayatollah Al-e Shubeyr Khagani, Vice Admiral Dr Madani made 
these remarks: Some of Iran's foes desire to affiliate themselves with 
Ayatollah Khagani, and then taking advantage of his name, to embark on in- 
human deeds and operations, whereas I am convinced that he is a full sup- 
porter of Iranian nationality and the Islamic revolution of Iran as weil, 
and that anti-revolutionary elements cannot exploit his name for carrying 
out all kinds of anti-revolutionary operations. Not only Ayatollah Khaqani, 
but all of us should be very alert to prevent anti-revoiutionary elements 
from exploiting our name and reputation for decorating their operations or 
concealing the real nature of their aims. 


With regard to smuggling of arms and ammunition, training given to sabotage 
agents, and dispatch of arms and funds from Iraq, the Governor General of 
Khuzesten noted, that in the last few days the weapons seized were Iraqi- 
made arms. Moreover, he added, a man arrested in Dasht-e Azadegan, was in 
possession of several Iraqi arms and one hundred thousand Iraqi dinars. 
Two-three days ago a man was also arrested by the name of ‘Abdol-Reza Ka- 
siri, who was executed later. Sswuggled arms and ammunition were discovered 
in his house, along with certain documents, indicative of his relations 
with Iraqi agents on the other side of the border. No doubt of course, 
that there exist also a number of agents affiliated with the former regime 
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of Iran, who are engaged in acts of sabotage, including distribution of arms, 
explosives, ammunition and funds among the lackeys of colonialism. 


Supporters and Opponents: 


Referring to demonstrations staged in favor and against him in certain cit- 
ies of Khuzestan, and especially in Khorramshahr, Vice Admiral Dr Madani 
made these statements: 


Any politician in charge of executive duties and responsibilities has na- 
turally his supporters and adversaries, and this aspect is noticeable every- 
where throughout the world. A limited number of people who do not share 

my ideas and do not agree with the tactics adopted by me, are displaying 
slogans against me, which is indicative of the extent of freedom existing 

in the country. I will not show any reaction to whatever this small group 
should say against me as a person, but I will take strong measures should 
their deeds be directed against the Islamic revolution of Iran and the coun- 
try itself. 


Referring to the draft-constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the 
Governor General of Khuzestan commented: 


One of the privileges of the new constitution is that every member of the 
entire population of the country, i.e. our Arab, Turkish, Turkoman, Kurdish, 
Persian, and Baluchi brothers, is endowed with equal rights, and the people 
of Iran are equal brothers before the law, with no advantages or preferences 
one over the other one. The rights of the religious minorities have also 
been respected in the new constitution, and we are all equal with one- 
another. 


As to the difficulties said to be facing our Arab brothers in the province 
of Khuzestan, Madani continued, it should be noted that these difficulties, 
regardless of their nature, are not exclusively to be considered as prob- 
lems bothering them only, because the entire population of Iran has had 
similar difficulties. The rights of every citizen have been trampled dur~ 
ing the reign of the former regime. It was during the rule of the usurpers 
that not only the people were deprived of their rights, but their proper- 
ties and possessions were also plundered, and now the Iranian nation intends 
to see all of its desires materialized, under the leadership and guidance of 
Imam Khomeyni. Consequently, we will not, in this -espect, spare any ef- 
forts for the realization of those aims. 


At the Residence of Imam Khomeyni: 


Bringing up the question of his meeting in the previous week with Imam 
Khomeyni, the Governor General of Khuzestan said: 


Last week the commanders of the Naval Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
were granted an audience by Imam Khomeyni, during which time matters deal- 
ing with the navy were discussed. 
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Speaking about his political activities in the National Front of Iran, the 
Governor General of Khuzestan said: 


I have been a member of the National Front of Iran since 1951, and have been 
active in that organization when I was studying in Britain. Two years ago 
when the Central Council of the National Front was set up, I was elected to 
the Council. Of course certain differences have been created within the Na- 
tional Front, and since in the last five months I have been serving in the 
Ministry of Defense, the Navy, and in Khuzestan as Governor General, I have 
not been capable of attending the meetings of the NF Central Council, and 
therefore I am not accurately aware of the details of the disagreements 
existing there. However, I earnestly wish that our politicians be more 
realistic in their insight and approach to various issues, in order to avoid 
useless disputes and difference of views. In the meantime, more important 
of everything, at this stage our political figures should sacrifice and be 
generous more than before, in order to be able to accomplish, in the best 
way possible, the responsibilities entrusted to them. 
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PALIZBAN ATTENDS SECRET MEETING IN WEST AZERBAIJAN 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 11 Jul 79 ppl, 2 


[Article: "Palizban's Plot Organized by the Assistance of a Foreign Coun- 
try") 


[Text] According to information acquired, Palizban, one of the generals 

of the dissolved Imperial Guards Unit, has arrived, four nights ago, in Dizaj 
village [45 km south-west of Urumieh, in West Azerbaijan], accompanied by 
15 people. He has held a meeting at night, in the house of one of the in- 
fluential inhabitants of the village, attended by a number of reacticnary 
landlords, including the chieftain of one of the tribes of West Azerbaijan, 
the nephew of one of the landlords of Urumieh, resident in Iraq, one person 
who has arrived recently from a foreign country, accompanied by the son of 
one of the landlords of the area, and one gendarmerie officer. At this 
meeting a plot has been worked out to intensify the disorder created in 
Kurdestan. 


It has been resolved at this meeting to have the passes of Qarah Tappeh 

and Qushchi around Salmas (former Shahpur) occupied by their armed men and 
mercenaries, after which the city of Salmas will be seized by their forces, 
thus strengthening their military domination in Kurdestan and West Azer- 
baijan. 


At this meeting they he — also worked out plans for attacking and occupying 
Naqadeh and Jaldian, ani then an assault is to be carried out against Pas- 
veh and Piranshahr. 


Also, according to the same source of information, one of the participants 
of the meeting has promised, that a foreign country would be willing to un- 
dertake the expenses of twenty thousand armed personnel acting under the 
orders of one of the apparently leftist parties operating in the area, for 
the implementation of these plans. 
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KURDISH TRIBE BESIEGED BY ARMED KDP PERSONNEL 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 11 Jul 79 p 5 
[Article: "A Tribe in Azerbaijan Besieged by Ten Thousand Armed Kurds") 


{[Text] The chieftain of Zarza tribe has been taken hostage by the Kurdish 
Democrat Party. According to reports reaching here, beginning from yes- 
terday morning most of the Kurdish refugees of Naqadeh resident in Mahabad 
have returned to their homes and residences in Nagadeh. Large groups of 
Naqadeh refugees, resident in Oshnoviyeh, Piranshahr and Sardasht, have also 
left for Naqadeh. No accurate reports are available concerning the way 
they have been welcomed by the inhabitants of Naqadeh. According to infor- 
mation acquired, during the past several days the Kurdish Zarza tribe of 
West Azerbaijan has been surrounded by six to ten thousand armed KDP ele- 
ments. By seizing the tribal leader, and by threatening the tribesmen to 
have them massacred, the KDP compelled them to deliver the arms placed at 
their disposal by the State Gendarmerie Department, with a purpose to use 
the arms for the defense of the border areas of the country. 


Gen. Daneshvar, commander of the State Gendarmerie Department was contacted, 
and he stated in this connection that based on the resolution of the gov- 
ernment, the Gendarmerie had recruited a number of local militiamen, who 
were to serve for guarding the borders of the country. This was done, he 
added, with no consideration whatsoever of the organizational status of 
those employed for service. It was discovered later, that in most areas, 
like Sardasht, the majority of the locals employed were affiliated with the 
KDP, and now one is surprise! at hearing that in a limited number of re- 
gions where the percentage of KDP members and sympathizers is somewhat less 
than the quantity of persons employed from among other tribes and groups, 
it is being said that the government has armed the big landlords. 


Strongly denying these rumors and ascriptions, the State Gendarmerie Depart- 
ment states, that by spreading such unfounded allegations, the KDP is sur- 
rounding and threatening those tribes who refuse to hand over their arms to 
them. 


As samples of such attitude, the massacre of the Mangur tribe in the past 
ten days, as well as the siege of the Zarza tribe and the assault carried 


81 








out against it last Friday, could be cited as good examples, during which 
the assailants used RPG anti-tank weapons. 


In Oshnoviyeh too, the KEP has dissolved the Revolutionary Council by inti- 


midation and threats, setting up a new council composed of four persons 
aftiliated with the Party. 
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MULLAHS, KOMITESS FUNCTION AS REAL RULERS OF ISLAMIC REPUBLIC 
Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in German 22-23 Jun 79 p 11 
{Article by Heinrich L. Kaster: Committees Expand lik= Spiderweb] 


[Text] Tehran, once so lively, has become a monotonous city. Months after 
the rebellion which did away with the shah, the city is still marked by signs 
of revolution. Sandbag barricades, looted businesses, restaurants and homes, 
felled plane trees, overturned statues everywhere, bring to mind the street- 
fighting and vandalism by the scarcely controlled masses. 


The young guardians of the revolution, the militia of the Khomeyni committees, 
stand guard everywhere and don't let go of their machine guns even for an 
instant. They look at everyone with distrust. They sit in armchairs in the 
halls of the large hotels which--they say--had been frequented by CIA and 
Savak agents, as well as by agents of imperialism and representatives of 
foreign concerns who had enriched themselves at the expense of the Iranian 
people. Alcohol is prohibited here, too, of course, but should one whisper 
to a waiter: "A special,” he might bring a cup of wine from Shiraz. 


The large banners in praise of the Ayatollah and of the Islamic republic flutter 
in the wind above the wide avenues. Trees planted in honor of the revolution 
attempt to grow between the rubble--visibly without much success. Walls are 
still covered with writing in spite of all the cleanup campaigns. The revolu- 
tion appears to have created a number of more or less lucrative occupations 
(with 3 million unemployed, man becomes inventive even in Iran): photographers, 
equipped with instant cameras, have young boys model for a revolution photo on 
Sepah Square across from the main post office. For a few rials, young people 
practice shooting at pictures of the shah. In the bazaar, the revolution is 
obviously good business. The numerous posters, armbands, pendants, keyrings 
and doormats made of the cheapest material--most of them with a picture of the 
leader of the Islamic revolution--sell well and are said to be exported in 
large quantities to Pakistan as well. 


For very many, however, the revolution means unemployment. Never before have 
there been so many beggars, so many people who, with a filthy rag in their 
hands, compete with each other to clean a windshield; so many street vendors 
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of some cheap junk or other. The revolution has also created new rumors and 
new jokes, no longer at the expense of the imperial family, but of the ccoz- 
mittees, the so-called group of 3~--Abdul Hassan Sadr, the Ayatollah's Islamic 
economic advisor; Gnotbzadeh, the almighty director of radio and television; 
and the controversial Minister Ibrahim Yardi, who, after a long exile, have 
suddenly become very influential. 


Rumors About a Storehouse of 10,000 Cans of Beer 


It is said that a committee in Tehran's rich northern section has sealed off 
@ storehouse containing 10,000 cans of beer which had been imported legally 
before the revolution. Malicious tongues now say that due to the intervention 
of a person in high places, the revolution has decided not to destroy the sup- 
ply, but instead to make money by selling it. 


The mullahs are the lords of the land. One encounters them everywhere. No 
one would have believed that there could possibly be so many of them. They 
play important roles in the Khomeyni committees. Secretly it is said that the 
Iranian of today no longer lives under a monarchy, but rather under a “mullah- 
chy.” The committees are like a huge spiderweb. They possess the ultimate 
authority, they decide over life and death, control the streets as well as the 
government. They divided Tehran into 14 district committees, grouped around 
the most important mosques. In most cases their leaders are mullahs coming 
from lower socioeconomic backgrounds, young, very activist, quarrelsome, ruth- 
less, militant, uncalculable and extremely vindictive. Hassan Nazih, director 
of the National Iranian Oil Company, recently said in public of these commit- 
tees: "One of the worst effects the revolution has had is the fact that the 
government wants tc leave it up to the committees to throw all legal, economic 
and human problems into one large Islamic pot and then to believe that this 
pleases Allah.” Because he is a man above reproach otherwise, who knows all 
about oil and whom they need urgently, he has not been attacked as yet. At 
least until now his name has not yet been placed on the black list of those 
16 Iranians who are forbidden to leave the country. 


The new Islamic fervor accomplishes incredible things. In the first days of 
June, a task force equipped with bulldozers and heavy equipment moved into 
Persepolis in order to level structures and ruins dating back to the time of 
Achemenides. The Tehran weekly JAVANIAN ("The Youth") reported that only a 
last-minute intervention by the National Administration for Culture and Anti- 
quâ ty has prevented the total destruction of this symbol of Islamic civiliza- 
tion by ignorant Islamic zealots. The paper accuses the city administrations-- 
by which it means, of course, the committees in Tehran, Isfahan and Shiraz--of 
changing street names which actually should keep alive the memory of great 
poets like Ferdowsi, Hafez and Sa'adi, under the pretext of "fight against the 
royal past.” “It must be pointed out to those who bring about these inexcus- 
able acts, which are now a daily occurrence in iran, that religion can be a 
means to unification, but that national identity is the other side of the same 
coin.” 








At any rate, the press has meanwhile been muzzled. “We demand tne return 
to the righteous, Islamic way.” “We demand an Islamic revoluticn press,” 
so the slogans say. The press is in an impossible position. There is no 
commercial advertising at all. it depends totally on sales revenues and 
obituary notices, and has reduced its volume from 32 to barely 5 pages per 
issue. It has been terrified ever since it was announced that Khomeyni's 
economic advisor, with the Ayatollah’s blessing, is planning to come out 
vith es new daily of his ovr. shortly. The Ayatollah himself has practically 
ended all freedom of the press with the statement: “There is no room in our 
Islamic society for anything that runs counter to the Islamic revolution, 
its goals and its spirit.” 


All Must Go the Way of Islam 


The new ruler of the land, the Ayatollah, who considers himself to be the 
messenger of God, made similar remarks about what displeases him: “The 
country must be cleansed of all traces of Western culture. We shall clean 
up the press, the radio, the television and the movies. All must go the way 
of Isiam. The people want an Islamic republic and not a democratic Islamic 
republic Democracy is Western, we have no use for it.” A parliamentary 
election is no longer spoken of. The new constitution is being founded by 
a committee, the members of which were chosen by the Ayatollah. The people 
may then vote on a referendum about them. The result is already decided in 
advance. That is taken care of by the mullahs and the committees, against 
which not only Prime Minister Bazargan, but also a growing number of intel- 
lectuals, engineers, doctors and members of the middle-class rebel. They 
foresee an Islamic dictatorship which, it appears, will be even worse than 
that of the shah. They were terror-stricken when Khomeyni voided all iaws 
which are contradictory to Islam. That means that in future there is no 
possibility of appealing a judgment, and that women no longer have the right 
to divorce which they had been granted by a 1975 law. 


Coeducational schools are also forbidden. Books which do not adhere to strict 
concepts of the mullahs--even a wrong-sounding title may be enough--are burnt. 
A progressive interpretation of Islam which might be more suited to current 
needs is not even under consideration. A new ministry wil’ watch over the 
religious attitude of every individual iranian and, based on the Koran, come 
up with a list of regulations which must be followed in daily life. Its 
official name, probably the longest in the world, is taken from the Koran: 
"ministry with the mission te watch over everything that religion demands 

and wishes and to forb’d--instantly and ruthlessly--everything which is in 
contradiction to it or to the sacred interpretations.” 


ao 
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GOVERNMENT EMPHASIZES BALANCED INDUSTRIALIZATION PROGRAM 
Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English 23, 30 Jun 79 
{23 Jun 79, pp 3-7] 


[Text] The value of Iraq's industrial output will reach ID 682 million 
(close to $2.1 billion) by the end of the current year, according to a 
recent statement by Minister of Industry and Minerals, Muhammad Ayesh. 
The 23 per cent increase over 1978 was, as the Minister indicated attain- 
able under a production plan aimed at improving productivity, utilising 
production units at full capacity and developing technical and managerial 
structures. 


Minister Ayesh further indicated that more than 26 new projects completed 
at an investment cost of ID 571 million ($1.75 billion) and a number of 
expanded projects are to be started in the current year. Among them the 
Minister sited five food stufi factories and cement plants, six units for 
the production of cables and sponge iron, four textile mills and three 
paper, wood and fertiliser plants. In 1976, twenty-five industrial pro- 
jects which required a total investment of ID 267 million ($822 million) 
became operational and contributed to the expansion of capacity of existing 
industries. 


Continued industrial development had gradually become a major prerogative 
for Traqi planning authorities dictated by the fact that industrialization 
will complete the basis for overall development esseutial for the success 
of soctalist drive. The ultimate eim is the maintenance of a balanced 
economic structure shaped by orderly planification towards close integra- 
tion within sectors. 


Rapid industrialization has so far proved a successful attempt by Iraq at 
consolidating a diversified economy with export outings. Iraq by virtue 
of its abundant and varied natural resources and its growing pool of 
skilled labour, probabiy has a brighter economic future than any other 
Arab country. Unlike other ofl exporters in the Arab region Iraq has 
struck a rewarding belance in its development programme between the oil 
and the non-oil sectors and efforts are equally distributed between the 
two. Although the country’s ofl prospects seem even brighter than in 





industry, particularly with recent unconfirmed reports that new reserves 
discovered in the North Rumailah oil field may double Iraq's oil reserve 
figure, achievements in industry have been the product of necessity as 
well as abundance; with the pursuit of econ aic independence and self- 
sufficiency as main priorities. 


The current five vear development plan, which closes next year exemplifies 
Iraq's attempts at raising the level of efficiency of operating industrial 
units, and increasing capital formation in industry within an improved 
technological and administrative framework. The main targets of the plan 
as outlined for the industrial sector are: 


--Attaining an economic surplus and achieving rapid industrial capital 
accumulation under guided socialiem, so that industry and basicaliy 
processing industries, would comprise the major source of finance for 
future development plans. This would ensure limited dependence on oil 

in the short run and provide solid industrial base for future generations. 


--Providing for agricultural development and ensuring a flow of equipment, 
fertilisers and pesticides and the procurement of all irrigation and 
drainage equipment. 


~-Rew material and agricultural product processing and expert diversifica- 
tion to guarantee dependence on imported consumer and producer goods. 


--Achieving well guarded growth in industry at a rate equal to that of 
agricultural development and contribute to constant replenishment of 
technology in agriculture. Agricultural growth on the other hand will 
provide needed raw material for agroindustrial processing. 


-—Meeting constantly increasing domestic demand for manufactured consumer 
und producer goods in all sectors and working for import substitution. 


In 1978 industry was allocated almost 40 per cent of the total vearly 
investment allocations and while oil and infrastructural development 

were awarded larger allocations, the volume of planned expenditure did 
not provide sufficient tndication of the relative importance of the 
various sectors, By and large infrastructural development is prompted by 
industrial needs, a fact which brings industry to second rank after oil. 


Papheasis is on petrochemicals, steel, cement, food processing and electric 
power generation. Investments in 1978 in most of these sectors vere on 
projects already started. Cemert production, for example, was to top 

».1 million tonnes and annual brick production was to increase to 

618 million. The general availabilicy of construction material has 
illowed the Iraqi govermeent to make a head atart on public hosing in 
1978. Housing authorities started on 46,000 new units and completed 
20,9000 started earlier. 
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In early 1978, the Iraqi Minister of Industry and Minerals announced that 
the value of industrial production will be raised by 43 per cent in the 
year to ID 602 million and the State Organisation for Construction 
Industries had plans to increase the value of production by 31 per cent, 
to ID 56.2 million, and the food and beverage industry output was to be 
raised by 15 per cent, to ID 152.2 million. Production targets for last 
year included 164,000 tonnes of steel and iron, 14,750 trucks and buses, 
124 million square meters of textiles while targeted production of dairy 
products was at 93,000 tonnes, of vegetable oils 134,000 tonnes and of 
sugar (all three are processing industries), 32,000 tonnes. Although 
details of Iraq's actual faring in these sectors are not yet available 

but there is every indication that these targets have been met, wholly 

or partly. In July of last year projects worth $2 billion were inaugurated, 
marking the 10th anniversary of the country's revolution on the 17th of 
the same month. In industry 29 projects were completed. These were 
scheduled to cost ID 205 million and included the expansion of the capacity 
of a paper factory at Basrah to produce an additional 65,000 tonnes a year 
of all grades of paper, a cement factory at Badoush, near Mesul, which 

had its output increased by 500,000 tonnes a year, and a rubber tyre and 
hosepipe factory which has a capacity of 300,000 tyres and 113,000 rolls 
of hosepipe. Other projects included a concrete block factory with a 
capacity of 36 million blocks a year built at Basrah and an edible oil 
factory with a daily output of 80 tonnes of oil built at Baiji. 


As announced earlier in the year, the projects also included nine brick 
works that now produce 450 million bricks a year at an initial investment 
cost of ID 31 million, four cement works costing ID 121 million and 
producing a total of 3.1 million tonnes a year and ceramic plants costing 
15.3 million Iraqi dinars. Work was also started at the Basrah iron and 
steel complex at a cost of ID 182 million. 


In industry major emphasis has been put on construction materia* and re- 
lated industries. Thirteen thousand houses will be built by the four 
main factories operated by the state establishment for prefabricated 
buildings. Site preparations are underway in Baghdad, Basrah, Ninevah 
and Karbala and the first home was set up as early as last April. About 
1,500 houses will be completed this year and activity will be accelerated 
when the factory starts 2-shift operations. 


In 1978, the Ninevah governorate prefabricated buildings factory completed 
120 housing units at a cost of ID 1,200 thousand, for the factory's 
workers in Mesul. The units included 51 three-storey apartments each 
with three bed rooms, 69 two storey apartments each with two bedrooms. 

The units completed were among a total 289 houses to be put up by the 
factory between last year and the current fiscal year. 


The Ninevah factory has also started a new line for the production of 
Styrobere, which is widely used in construction and has set the foundations 
for 216 houses in Karama, a suburb of Mesul, The Ninevah factory was 
inaugurated on the 17th of July 1977, and has a capacity of 2,000 housing 
units and a cost of ID 5 million. 
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Civen official concern for the provisiun of adequate housing for all Iraqis 
cement production had to grow. In 1978, cement production by the state 
establishment for industrial construction reached 4.6 million tonnes, a 

152 per cent increase over the previous year. 


The value of the cement output was ID 36,734,000, an increase of 

ID 13,790,000 over 1977. The official sources at the estab ishment said 
cement production will be raised to more than 6 million tonnes this year 
with production started at a number of new factories of which are the new 
Koufa cement factory, Badoush and Falloja factories and the expansion 
works at existing factories in Fallcuja, Hammam Al Alil, Badoush and Samawa. 


The new Fallouja white cement factory became operative in mid-1978 and 
produced 57,000 tonnes in the remaining part of the year. Targeted produc- 
tion at the Fallouja plant for the current year is 93,000 tonnes. The 
Hammam Al Alil started production early this year and has a capacity of 
500,000 tonnes while the southern cement project in Samawa started produc- 
tion only recently at a 500,000 tonne annual capacity. 


Increasing demand for building bricks and the leapfrogging prices of this 
and other construction materials prompted Iraqi industrial authorities 

to break the state establishment for the construction industries in 1975, 
into two organisations, the state organisation for concrete industries 
and the state organisation for brick industries. The split served to 
centralise the task of each and achieve greater specialisation to meet 
growing market needs. 


The organisation producing bricks and pottery pipes (for agricultural 
projects) has made marked contribution to all projects under the current 
five year development plan, The organisation has 17 factories affiliated 
to it. Brick production grew in these factories from 45 million bricks 
in 1971 to 430 million bricks in 1978, while planned production for the 
current year is 704 million bricks. The crganisation, however, produces 
only 30 per cent of local market needs and the private sector produces 
the balance under the directions and planned production programmes of the 
Ministry of Industry and Minerals. 


Current study is centered around increasing the number of brick factories 
and expansion of the capacity of the existing plants to meet at least 

50 per cent of local needs. Development of advanced techniques in brick 

production and quality improvement is viewed as equally important. Large 
pottery blocs production is being started to reduce the needs for plaster 
material such as cement and mortar. 


The state establishment for engineering industries was commissioned by the 
Ministry of Industry and Minerals to establish Iraq's first aluminium pipes 
factory. Interviewed by the BAGHDAD OBSERVER, the Director of the 
establishment said the plant site was chosen at Nasiriyah in the Dhirqar 
governorate, 400 kilometers south of Baghdad, 
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Nassiriyah was chosen because it hosts the state estzblishment for cables, 
electric and telephone wires production and because needed power and trans- 
port and other amenities are readily available in that area. Other con- 
siderations were observed in choosing the location among which was the 
employment opportunities that the plant would provide in the area. The 
plant was established with a designed capacity of 32,000 [tonnes] of 
aluminum annually which may be raised to 50,000 tonnes: 


- *8,000 tonnes of aluminum piles annually 

— 1,800 tonnes of ordinary aluminum piles 

-- 3,000 tonnes of oxidised aluminum piles 

--10,000 tonnes of 9.5 to 15 mm. diameter wires used in cable production 
and power networks 

— 9,700 tonnes of plain and different sharp plates 

— 7,500 tonnes to be used for utensils production 

-- 500 tonnes of rolled tape sheets. 





The establishment, which has an ID 100,000,000 capital, imports raw material 
from the Bahrain aluminum company and employs 940 workers. 


[30 Jun 79, pp 3-6] 


[Text] Textiles is yet another line of success for Iraq in its industriali- 
sation drive. Reputable in this line of industry is the State Establishment 
for Spinning and Weaving in Mosel and the State Establishment for Fine 
Textiles in Hilla. The first established in 1953 was expanded and made 
actual progress after the July 17 Revolution. The establishment produces 
bleached cloth, including Hemayoun, pure short cloth, coloured cloth, 
pyjama cloth, and curlain, Other products include boblin, Khaki, 

coloured hemayoun and linen sheets. The plant also produces plain yarn 
used by other factories. 


As early as 1967-68 the State Establishment for Spinning and Weaving in 
Mesul produced 18,251,000 seters of cotton cloth and 30 million tonnes 
of yarn. Last year, and with the operation of a new plant, the figure 
almost doubled to 34,120,000 meters of cotton cloth and 637 million tonnes 
of yarn. Production costs were at ID 1,521,000 in 1968 and rose to 

ID 7,613,000 last year, Operations at the plant are fully integrated. 
Expansion works at the plant were completed at a cost of ID 4,830,000 and 
a vocational training center was later set up adjacent to the plant at a 
cost of ID 50,000 with the objective of raising employee efficiency. A 
west wing at the finishing department was also set up at a cost of 

ID 110,000, 


Like other state establishments in Iraq, that for spinning and weaving at 
Mosel was deeply conscious of the needs of its employees. Four hundred 
houses were constructed and another 50 residential units were set up for 
senior and junior staff at the establishment all at a cost of ID 628,850. 
Four other residential buildings were later added and increased the number 
of flats provided for workers at the establishment to 144. These and 
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adjoining department stores vere completed at cost of ID 845,000. The 
establishment employs 3,000 workers. 


The Hilla State Establishment for Fine Textiles was established in 1967 
and remained on trial operation until 1970 when production was raised to 
full capacity. According to the Director General of the Establishment 
Mr. Sabah Rashid Muhammad, the plant's overall area amounts to 270,000 
square meters covering the following departments: 


--Spinning Department, with 94 spinning machines each with 37,600 spindles. 


--Weaving Department with 1,584 weaving machines and 25 wide weaving | 
modern machines. | 


--Finishing Department where washing, dyeing and heating of cloth is done. 


The integrated scheme of the plant provides for constant mechanical sur- 
veillance and maintenance. Workers have three shifts of eight hours each. 
Although the plant's staff is Iraqi in its majority, it has, along with 
other lines in the textile industry, continued to draw increasing scores 
of workers from India and Bangladesh. 


A velvet production department was recently added to the plant at a cost 

of ID 5 million. The department has a designed capacity of 1,250,000 meters. 
Again the Hilla Fine Textile Production Establishment provides housing to 
all its employees. Two hundred houses have been constructed for employees 
and 20 apartments for senior staff at the establishment. The main resi- 
dential complex has a 12-class primary school, integrated with it a dis- 
pensary and a modern grocery. Since 1975, the establishment started working 
on a vertical housing project comprising eight buildings, each with 

36 apartments, This brings the total number of apartments, upon completion 
of the complex, to 288. Out of the eight, two have so far been completed. 
Furthermore, the establishment has often joined hands with the municipality 
towards improving the road network leading to the plant site. Streets 
leading to employee residnetial quarters were paved and asphalted with 
expenses borne 60 per cent by the establishment, 


The oldest of the Iraqi textile plants was set up in 1945 and was also 
named the State Establishment for Spinning and Weaving. The establishment 
was later expanded and in 1974 factory No. 2 was set up at a cost of 

ID 4 million. The new factory had a designed capacity of 8 million meters 
of different sorts of cloth. In April 1978, factory No, 3 was inaugurated, 
Designed only for the production of heavy cloth the expansion was completed 
at a cost of ID 7,500,000. Production increased from 17,651,900 meters 

in 1974 to 27,313,000 meters in 1977 and 33,433,000 meters last year. 


Iraq's major tyre factory in Diwaniyeéh produces a variety of tyres for 
vehicles and bicycles. The factory has a designed capacity of 300,000 car 
tyres, 300,000 tubes, 400,000 bicycle tyres and 500,000 assorted tyre 
tubes annually. The plant's production capacity covers 30 per cent of 
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the local market needs. Expansion of the plant is currently being con- 
sidered, first in an effort to meet local demand for rubber tyres and then 

to produce a range of raw materials for other industries, normally associated 
with rubber production. 


In 1978, Iraq's State Establishment for the Production of Batteries started 
operations. The Establishment has a targeted capacity of 97,180,000 

liquid and dry cell batteries. This year the establishment plans to export 
8 million batteries after meeting local demand; it will also export by- 
products among which is distilled water. 


The State Canning Company in Kerbala is another landmark in Iraq's industry. 
Established under a Soviet-Iraqi accord and named the Canning Administra- 
tion in Kerbala, the company was capitalised at ID 450,000. Established 
after the July 14 Revolution, the Canning Establishment nevertheless stood 
to benefit from official sponsorship. The company's sales in 1967-68 
totalled only ID 170,000, today revenues from sales exceed ID 17 million 
and the share of exports is close to ID 800,000, 


Other canning factories affiliated to the establishment are situated in 
Diyala, Nu'maniyah, Kerbala, and Dihuk. Canning factories under construc- 
tion are situated in various locations around Iraq and include the Balad 
Canning Factory, the Harir Canning Factory in Arbil and the Hindiya 

Liquid Sugar Factory and the dashimiyah Starch Factory. 


Acting Director of the Kerbala Canning Company said that several lines 
have been added to the factory for vegetable jam and dates-honey and that 
an automatic line for tomato paste wili soon be installed. 





Similar expansions will soon be made at the Diyala canning plant and the 
lines will handle cooked meat, tomato paste and vegetables, The State 
Canning Company in Kerbala has also set up a vocational training center 
which in collaboration with the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), 
prepares well trained cadres for the industry. The Engineering Union, on 
the other hand, provides a secondary training course. 


Growth of the non-oil industrial sector in Iraq has been carefully balanced, 
with planned expansion in the extractive and chemical industries noted 

in relief, in the Nationa! Five Year Development Plan. In the extractive 
industries, targeted output of sulphur is set at 1 million tonnes, that 

of raw phosphates 3.4 million tonnes, salt 750,000 tonnes, plaster 

25 million cubic meters and sand 25 million cubic meters. In fact, quarry- 
ing has been widely developed and phosphate extraction stepped up primarily 
to meet the requirements of the agricultural sector. 


Also serving the agricultural sector fertiliser needs is the chemical 
industry. Targeted production of nitrogenous fertilisers in 1980 is 
1,600,000 tonnes, phosphate fertilisers 600,000 and complex mixed 
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fertilisers. Other assorted chemical products serve mainly other lines of 
industry and include plastic bags, boxes and hosepipes, sulphuric acid 
(450,000 tonnes targeted for 1980), and sodium sulphate (60,000 tonnes). 


In construction industries Iraqi state authorities are keen cui maintaining 
surplus capacity in various building materials. In cement, so far 

6 million tonnes out of a targeted 10 million tonnes have been obtained 
while bricks remain well below plan targets of 6 million bricks annuaily. 


for other building material the plan targets are as follows: 


Lime 750,000 tonnes 
Plaster 4 million tonnes 
Glass panes 20,000 tonnes 
Asbestos slabs 27,000 tonnes 
Asbestes pipes 98,000 tonnes 
Concrete pipes 189,000 tonnes 
Concrete products 30,000 tonnes 


In textiles, the 1976-80 National Development Plan sets a target output 
of 250 million meters of various sorts of cloth for 1980. 


In power generation, realising the sizeable task to be handled, the Five 
Year Development Plan prescribes added effort in developing hydroelectric 
power stations in an attempt to raise power production to 4,000 megawatts 
in 1980. In rural electrification the plan's target remains fairly 
humble at 65 per cent. 


Unlike other Arab developing countries, Iraq's industrialisation has been 
centered on the human as against the non-human resource of which Iraq has 
plentiful amounts. Guided by the motto that the worker makes better 
contribution under favourable working conditions it seriously sought to 
provide for his needs. Very few establishments of the public sector do 
not cater for their workers’ housing, medical and other needs while 
vocational training and other industrial training institutes work towards 
higher productivity. 


CSO: 4820 


93 

















OPEC OIL POLICIES AS JUSTIFIABLE 
Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 13 Jun 79 p 6 


{Article by As'ad al-‘Aquli: “In Light of Comrade Saddam Husayn's Interview 
on Oil Issue; Comrade Saddam Husayn: U. S. Imperialism Also Works to Incite 
Simple Citizens in United States and Other Industrial Countries and to Insti- 
gate World Public Opinion and Other Developing Countries Against Arab Nation 
and O11 Producing Countries, as if These Countries Are Responsible for Chaotic 
State of World's Oil Supplies and Prices; Flawed Aspects in Oil Conditions: 
True Reasons and Addei Ramifications; Destructive Operations to Exhaust 
Resources of Peoples and to Harass Their Economies Must Be Stopped; Imperialist 
Uproar Is Exposed Attempt to Kill Truth; Intensified U. S. Position Against 
Arab Nation and OPEC Countries Seeks to Alleviate Deep Crisis of U. S. Policy 
and to Pass This Policy's Aggressive Plans”] 


{Text} The simple fact that history has formulated since its earliest discus- 
sions--a result that all respect--says that “whoever creates clamor is trying 
to kill the truth.” However, the leaders of the imperialist “civilization” in 
today’s world, who are fascinated by the act of killing, are so hostile to the 
truth that they discount ail qualitative changes and raise clamor at the top 
of their voices with the aim of killing the truth. But the judgment of the 
merciless history has given modern technology an unprecedented power of action 
and communication that has made the clamor of the entire world ircapable of 
confrontation, even though the endeavors to kill the truth have ressined 
throughout history a weapon used by the enemies of peoples--a weepon which they 
artfully “develop” and adapt to the requirements of the modern “civilization.” 


With all this and amidst the atmosphere of threats and menaces, of the exchange 
of accusations and of clashing positions, it is difficult for the observer to 
gather the threads of the events and to tie them in one chain through which he 
can reach the central link and, through it, the more objective results without 
relying on deliberation and on taking pauses to examine matters. Moreover, 
analytical inclinations in a situation like this require the use of various 
means and methods capable of securing the highest forms of interaction with 
the historical facts and with the given present realities so that the analysis 
may be used in a fashion that serves the truth. 
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This is how the circumstances engulfing the oil situation in the current 
phase of the development of our modern world seem to be at the first instance. 
A flood of statements is being issued about the so-called “oil supplies 
crisis"--statements coupled with intentional exaggerations concerning the two 
ends of the supply and demand equation. The OPEC, especially the Arab coun- 
tries, are held responsible for the shortage of the supplies and, consequently, 
for the subsequent rise in prices, for the resulting drop in the supplies nec- 
essary for oil derivatives, for depriving an increasing number of consumers 
{of oil], for upsetting the balances of payment of the capitalist industrie: 
countries, for exhausting the economies of the developing countries and for 
weakening the so-called international economic system. But the actual reality 
does not reflect this griu picture and this reality exposes those who are try- 
ing to exploit the situation to a maximum by escalating this situation. These 
people are trying to exploit this situation for extremely narrow domestic and 
external political and economic purposes at the expense of all the other sides 
in the international community. In view of all this, what is the true situa- 
tion? 


What Happened? 


The starting point from which we will proceed to familiarize ourselves with 
the main characteristics that play a part in formulating the oil production 
forces and relations in today’s world lies obviously in the precise definition 
concerning the presence of a certain “crisis,” according to what has been 
alleged and continues to be alleged. Considering that the various signs indi- 
cate the presence of such flaws that reach the degree of a “crisis,” what is 
the true essence and nature of this crisis and what are the mea.s to deal with 
it? 


The logic of imbalances and crises is governed by definite factors and consid- 
erations. Foremost among these factors and considerations is the fact that 

the elements of conflict and strife reach such a degree of development and 

contradictions accumulate to such a degree that the existing situation becomes 
no longer suitable for absorbing the new changes. At such a point, the objec- 
tive and intrinsic needs lead to the emergence of qualitative transformations 
compatible with the nature and requirements of the new conditions and realities. 


In the light of these facts, the oil “crisis,” and we incist on putting the 
word crisis betweeen quotation marks, about which a lot is being said is not 
today’s product. This crisis started in the mid-1950's and followed a rising 
graph which has been characterized so far by three peaks: 


The first peak developed as a direct result of the tripartite aggression 
against Egypt in 1956 and of the closure of the Suez Canal at a time when 
Western Europe was importing 90 percent of its oil needs and when 75 percent 
of those oil imports came from the Middle East, east of the Suez Canal. 











The time framework of the second peak was in 1973-74. 


The third peak developed in the last quarter of the past year and it is still 
present. 


When comparing the quality of the conditions and circumstances engulfing the 
three prominent links [peaks], we find that there are numerous points of sim- 
‘larity and concordance to the degree that makes it apparent that comprehend- 
ing any of the three cases is a necessary prelude for understanding the main 
indicators of the other cases. 


Therefore, nobody can deny the presence of certain flaws that some circles 
describe as a complete “crisis.” This description is a part of the intentional 
exaggerations that are meant to achieve certain goals, including the intimida- 
tion of the other parties to the relationship and the call for dealing with 
this “crisis” independently of the other economic and political problems of 
our modern world. We again ask: What are the roots, nature and essence of 

the flaws towards which all the parties of the international community have 
moved as a result of voluntary and involuntary factors connected with the 
direct or indirect relationship with the sources of energy and with the 
ability to control the changing elements? 


The aspects of flaw and instability in the world oil markets are connected 
basically with the crisis of the international capitalist system and with the 
predominance of the conventional economic relations that are built on a basis 
of inequality and inequity and the basis of constant feverish attempts by 
certain sides, led by the United States, to give these relations permanence, 
to use these relations according to their special interests, to deal ina 
fundamental manner with the knots from which their economies suffer and to 
overcome the intensifying crisis of world capitalism. The more the United 
States and the multi-national firms lose their ability to move freely and 
without any obstacles, the more the elements of the initative are transferred 
to the front of producers as an outcome reflecting one of the main aspects of 
the political dimensions of the conflict. Thus, the failure of the imperial- 
ist model, especially the VU. S. model, which has continued to control the 
elements of production and the oil relations throughout the past decades 
becomes fully obvious. This model is embodied in the following inclination#: 


Continued acquisition of oil energy at the cheapest prices. 
Offhanded and unprogrammed consumption of the oil energy resources. 


Following a line that wastes the limited oil resources that are nearing 
depletion. 


Entrench' ng the use of oil] as a fundamental source of energy. 


Neglecting the domestic oil resources that require relatively high costs. 














Disinterest in the alternative sources of energy. 


Within this framework, the flawed aspects have been embodied in the relations 
between the main producers and consumers and in all the other operations of 
the international oil industry and markets. These flaws have been especially 
reflected in the prices, the supplies and the role and importance of the mid- 
dlemen. The production of the domestic U. S. resources, which used to have 
the highest production and reserves, began to fall behind meeting the escalat- 
ing domestic consumption requirements and this caused the U. S. policy to turn 
gradually from self-sufficiency to a relatively increasing relisnce on foreign 
oil imports. This is why the price corrections made by the other oil producers 
affect, in the view of the United States, the U. S. economy and its balance of 
payments in particular--an effect measured by the difference in the volume of 
the oil imported and by the terms for acquiring this oil from its foreign 
sources. This is the reason that makes the United States defend ceaselessly 
its conventional model for acquiring oil energy at the cheapest and lowest 
prices. But this picture does not reflect the full truth because the United 
States plays to some degree or another the role of the international middleman 
in the oil drilling, production and transportation operations, in the oil 
refining industry, in the petrochemical industry and in marketing oil and its 
derivatives in the various countries of the world, especially in the industrial 
capitalist countries. Japan depends completely on foreign imports and Europe 
meets two thirds of its demands by way of such imports. The Japanese and 
European imports of oil derivatives are increasing constantly and the United 
States and the multi-national monopolies exploit this situation to push the 
prices upward, especially the prices of derivatives. The United States raises 
these prices within the framework of the link that connects it with the other 
consumers to make up doubly for the price corrections imposed by the producers, 
to increase the profits of the monopolies and to maintain the rising financial 
revenues accruing to the governments of the advanced capitalist countries in 
the form of taxes and rees. In the late 1960's, the difference between the 
total cost of an oil barrel and the price at which the barrel was sold to the 
final consumer in the form of derivatives amounted to nearly 7 dollars, of 
which 13 percent went to the oil exporting countries. The share of t..e monop- 
Olies amounted to more than 10 percent and the governments of the oil importing 
industrial countries got 77 percent of this sum. This picture still persists 
in one form or another, depending on the degree of control by the imperialist 
and U. S. monopolies, especially their control of this or that phase of the 
oil industry in the underdeveloped parts of the world. Despite all this, the 
talk concerning the impact of the oil price adjustments on the balances of 
payments and the inflation rates in the United States persists. The White 
House leaders even try to exploit these intentional exaggerations to justify 
their measures and stances against the OPEC and the Arab oil producing coun- 
tries in particular. Here, Comrade Saddam Husayn underlines this connection 
in the following statements: 
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"The state of iustability currently prevailing in the world oil market proves 
that as long as the U. S. and capitalist oil monopolies generally continue to 
control any of the phases of the oil industry they can tamper with the supply 
and demand factors, can increase prices to reap astronomical profits at the 
expense of the producers and the consumers and can serve the imperialist plans 
in our Arab homeland at the same time when they can absorb the oil price 
increases through the inflation factor and the factors of the capitalist eco- 
nomic and financial game at a later phase, thus practically nullifying the 
value of the price increases and actually harming the economies of the oil 
countries, in addition to the third world countries generally.” 


Despite these indubitable facts, if we examine the impact of the oil prices 
on the economies of the advanced industrial capitalist countries in an objec- 
tive manner that is free of the dual formula for exploiting the price adjust- 
ments, we cen prove the following: 


First, that the record price figures of the manufactured gocds exported by the 
advanced countries rose in the period from 1958 to 1970 by % percent or the 
equivalent of 3 percent annually whereas the prices of oil exports dropped 


tangibly. 


What proves that the oil exporting countries were the party that suffered the 
greatest harm as a result of inflation and of the major disorders in the econ- 
omies of the industrial countries that are transferrel to the developing coun- 
tries--what proves this fact is that the prices of tne barrel of oil rose by 
nearly 121 [percent] in the second quarter of 1978 (considering the prices of 
January 1974 as the base price) whereas the rise in the prices of the commodi- 
ties and services exported to the oil countries rose in the same period by 300 
{(percent]. This is in addition to the impact of the declining dollar prices 
on the actual value of the oil revenues. 


Second, a study conducted by Dr A. Merklin, director of the International 
Institute of Texas University, on the impact of the oil price corrections in 
13 industrial capitalist countries (including the United States, Japan, 
Britain, France, West Germany and Italy) makes it clear that the rate of infla- 
tion amounted in 1974 to 12.3 percent, that only 2.4 percent of this inflation 
can be attributed to the oil price corrections and that the reasons for the 
rest of this percentage must be sought in other spheres. 


Third, when comparing the gross national production of the member states of the 
(OCID?) Organization, including the total value of the oil imports of these 
countries, we find that this gross national production amounted in 1974 to 
3,553 billion dollars whereas the value of their oil imports did not exceed 

92 billion dollars or 2.6 percent. 


Fourth, the disorder in the balances of payments of the oil importing countries 
dates back to numerous years prior to the oil price adjustments, as is well 
known. Moreover, this disorder was a direct cause for devaluing 4 number of 








international currencies, such as the dollar and the pound sterling. This 
devaluation compelled the OPEC countries to dezand adjustment of the prices 

of their oil in order to preserve the real value of their revenues (the first * 
and second Geneva agreements). For example, the ie“icit in the U. S. balance 

of payments amounted in 1971 to 29 billion dollers. in 1972, this deficit 

dropped to 10.3 billion dollars and went on dropping until it reached nearly 

5.3 billion dollars in 1973. Meanwhile, the surplus in Japan's balance of 

payments turned into a deficit of 6.3 billion dollars in 1973. ‘The deficit 

in France's balance of payments amounted to 1.9 billion dollars and in Italy's 
balance amounted to (0.2) billion dollars. 


Fifth, insofar as the production cost of the final goods is concerned, the 
direct oil requirements, even after the oil price correctica:. do not consti- 
tute more than one to two percent of this cost whereas the ***. tes of the yoods 
exported by the advanced capitalist countries rose e* high «i: imcompatible 
with oil's share of the total cost. 


Price Developme:ts 


Despite all these facts, the endeavors of the oil producing countries to secure 
some of their legitimate rights and to proceed along lines that give their oil 
resources their relatively true value were always confronted under the then 
prevailing political and economic relations with serious obstacles, with rabid 
campaigns and with the greedy acquisition of astronomical profits by the multi- 
national monopolies and by the imperialist countries, led by the United States. 
In the period from 1913 to 1947, the revenues of tiie producing countries did 
not exceed 21 cents per barrel whereas the monopolist companies were getting 
ninefold these revenues or 1.86 dollars per barrel. 


This grim picture persisted and even got worse in the period from 1948 to 1970 
when the monopolies continued to plunder the oil resources of peoples at the 
cheapest prices through their undisputed control of the prices in the inter- 
national markets. This was happening despite the attempts of OPEC since its 
emergence in 1960 to reach a clear-cut formula on whose basis prices and pro- 
duction rates are set in accordance with sound economic considerations and on 
the basis of consultation between the two sides to the relationship. This is 
why the revenues of the producing countries in the period from 1960 to 1965, 
i.e. after the two artificial price reductions to which the monopolist compan- 
ies resorted in the years 1959 and 1960, continued to be very low and did not 
exceed & cents per barre). 


As a result of the emergence of some aspects of imbalance between the supply 
and demand in the international markets in 1970 and of the continued pursuit 
by the monopolies of the intentional policy of harming the interests of the 
real owners of the resources, the OPEC was able to organize its demand for 
adjusting the posted prices and for raising the royalties of its member coun- 
tries. The initial results of this organized demand became apparent in the 





Tehran agreement of February 1971 which was followed by the Tripoli and the 
Eastern Mediterranean agreements. All these agreemnts were based on “new” 
foundations which had been previously rejected by the monopolist companies. 
Foremost among these foundations were: 


Setting the posted prices through agreement between the companies and the 
governments of the oil producing countries. 


Annual increase of the posted prices with the aim of alleviating the infla- 
tionary effect’, exported by the capitalist countries. 


Compensating the oil exporting countries for the increase in the prices of 
oil derivatives in the markets of the industrial countries, making a general 
adjustment i: the prices amounting to 35 cents per barrel for the Arab Gulf 
countries ard 44 cents per barrel for the Mediterranean Basin countries. 


Paying an aiditional compensation for low sulfur content and for the advantage 
of geographical location and a temporary bonus for the closure of the Suez 
Canal. 


Adjusting the tax share [royalties] rate from 50 to 55 percent. 


Thus, the price posted in accordance with the above-mentioned agreements rose 
from 1.8 dollars to 2.18 dollars per barrel. This adjustment was not in line 
with the imported rates of inflation, with the successive increases in the 
prices of manufactured goods and the drop in the dollar value. This proves 
that the achieved results did not meet the minimum demands of the OPEC coun- 
tries. At a time when the agreed upon infletion rate determining the annual 
oil price increase was 2.5 percent, the .ctual inflation rates exceeded this 
figure greatly. Moreover, the agreed ugon increase of 5 cer*s for the rise 

in the prices of the oil derivatives in the markets of the industrial countries 
was very low and unreliable economically. 


In view of the intransigence of the monopolies, their refusal to respond to the 
OPEC demands and their insistence on opposing all the formulas that would secure 
some of the legitimate rights of the oil wealth owners, the OPEC adopted its 
historic resolution in October 1973 in accordance with which they followed the 
system of posting their prices unilaterally on the basis of the factors and 
economic considerations prevailing in the international market, without the 
need [rest of sentence invisible]. At the outset of 1974, the OPEC conducted 
& comprehensive survey of the oil situation. As a result of this study, rel- 
atively large adjustments were made on oil prices to partially make up for the 
financial and economic losses incurred by the OPEC members throughout the past 
3 decades and to achieve the following goals: 


1. Make oil prices parallel to those of the other energy alternatives. 

















2. Give the oil resource a proper value to make up for the rates of depletion 
to which this resource is exposed and so that the producing countries may 
develop other permanent sources of income after the depletion of this resource 
in the future. 


3. Make the pice adjustments in a manner truly compatible with actual drop 
in the purchasing power of the oil revenues as a result of the exported infla- 
tionary factcrs, of the rise in the prices of the imported manufactured goods 
and the drop in the value of the dollar. 


4. Exert efforts to channel oil toward exemplary uses by employing it as a 
raw material in the petrochemical industries and stop the wasteful use of oil 
as an industrial fuel and in other uses which can be replaced by other sources 
of energy. 


Serious Difficulties and Obstacles 


Since *hen, the historic initiative has been transferred to the hands of the 
OPEC countries, the real owners of this resource, to determine the prices of 
erude oil. However, the producing countries have not been able to carry out 
th's operation, whose legitimacy is made obvious by its direct connection 
with the right of a state's sovereignty over its resources and in the noble 
and just goals that it has adopted, freely and without obstacles and diffi- 
culties resulting from the structure of the OPEC itself on the one hand and 
the pressures and interventions which have become a part of the daily concerns 
of the leaders of the United States and of the imperialist and monopolist 
forces in the world on the other hand. 


OPEC includes, as is well known, countries that have achieved full control over 
their oil resources, other countries that have been able to nationalize most of 
their oil resources, a third group of countries that depend on the partnership 
system in its various forms and a final group that is still the captive of 
direct [foreign] concessions and exploitation. These conditions produce the 
elements of discord and lead to a relative difference in positions toward the 
various conventional and new probleme faced by the OPEC, foremost of which are 
the problems of prices and of programming oil production. However, dealing 
with the similar problems resulting from the conditions cf backwardness, from 
the imperialist and monopolist inclinations to exploit and plunder the resources 
of the OPEC countries and the common interests and aspirations of dealing with 
this situation push the opposed directions toward meeting and toward overlooking 
the differences and disagreements to the degree necessary to secure the legit- 
imate interests of their peoples while taking into consideration the suprume 
interest of all the peoples and nations of our modern world. in tnis regard, 
the conference of the OPEC kings and heads of state which was hel’ in Algiers 
in the period from 4 to 6 March 1975 underlined “the solidarity tnat unites 
their countries to safeguard the legitimate rights and interests of their 
peoples, declaring anew the right of their countries to own, exploit and 
determine the prices of their natural resources. This is one of their indias- 
putable sovereignty rights. They also reject any notion or endeavor liable 








to undermine these fundamental rights and to result in challenging the sov- 
ereignty of their countries. They also reaffirm that the OPEC member coun- 
tries work to achieve the supreme interest of the international community 

in its entirety and to guarantee its progress through fi. and solid defense 
of the legitimate rights of this community's peoples. The OPEC countries are 
thus following the course that the developing countries, which produce the raw 
materials, aspire to follow in defense of the legitimate rights of their 


peoples.” 


In view of this, the OPEC countries are urged to adopt in their forthcoming 
meeting which will be held in Geneva at the end of this month a firm formula 
according to which prices are determined on the basis of sound elements and 
considerations, taking into account the need to preserve the depletable and 
unrenewable oil resources from the tendencies for wasteful and irresponsible 
consumption. This must also be coupled with steps and measures seeking to 
coordinate the production policies of the oil countries and to guarantee that 
their production is programmed in light of their actual financial and develop- 
mental needs and the actual needs of the international markets. in this 
respect, the Algiers conference pointed out that the “artificial reduction of 
oil prices in the past led to the excessive exploitation of this limited and 
depletable resource. The continuation of such policies harbors a catastrophe 
in terms of preserving this resource for the international economy. This is 
why the kings and heads of state see that the interest of the OPEC member 
countries and the interest of the rest of the world require that the price 

of oil be determined on the basis of its being the fundamental element in the 
national income of the member countries, taking into consideration the follow- 


ing: 


"The need to conserve oil, considering. that it is depletable and that it will 
be more scarce in the future. 


"The price of oil according to the basis of its use for purposes other than 
energy. 


"The conditions of alternative sources of energy, its availability, use, and 
costs. 


“Furthermore, the price of oil should be fixed by linking it to certain objec- 
tive norms such as the price of manufactured products, the rate of imported 
inflation, and the conditions of the transfer of commodities and technology 
for the developing countries which are members of OPEC." 


BL ol, 
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IRAQ 


KURDISH STATEMENT ON POLITICAL OBJECTIVES 
Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 28 Jun 79 p 5 


[Text] A statement by the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) said yester- 
day the formation cf the Iraqi-Syrian Joint Political Leadership and the 
agreement on constitutional principles represent an objective achievement 
to counter the danger of American-Zionist-Sadat alliance. 


The statement from the KDP Politburo said the outcome of the Higher Politi- 
cal Committee meetings placed the Arab struggle movement on the threshold 
of a radical transformation crystalising practical and ideological formula 
for a line up in the direction of liberation and thwarting the treasonous 
“Zgreements. 


"The hostile forces from abroad try to counter the serious nationalist role 

of Iraq in the Arab arena and escalate their feverish conspiracy in accordance 
with premeditated plan serving imperialist and Zionist objectives," the 
Statement added. 


"Enemies of the Iraqi people, Arabs and Kurds do not like to see stability 
having reigned in the areas of Kurdistan nor do they like to see the 
progress being achieved by the Autonomy experiment and the deepening of the 
progressive changes." Autonomy has become a veritable strength for Iraq 
and the Kurdish people and an impetus for solidarity, unity and harmony in 
the one homeland. 


"The experiment of the Autonomy now represents a historical turning-point 
serving exercise of the legitimate national rights of the Kurdish people and 
the running of their own affairs by themselves. It is a humanist, revolu- 
tionary, strategic and constructive achievement that created the best 
atmospheres for further establishment and development of Autonomy institu- 
tions and their exercise of legislative and executive powers." 


The statement made reference to the enormous social, economic and services 
development, the wider spread of education and the large-scale modernisation 
and cultural projects implemented in the Kurdish-populated region and 
strongly criticised “a band of people counting themselves as part of the 
national fold" for joining anti-revolutionary activity. 
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The National Progressive and Patriotic Front (NPPF), the statement con- 
tinued, will ever remain steadfast and performing its full assignments 

as cited in the National Action Charter. The sliding of certain people 

to the side of the enemies and their attempt to distort the Kurdish struggle 
movement will not affect the forward march of the front, said the statement. 


The statement called for creating the solid material base that enables the 
country to perform its nationalist tasks and place its capabilities in the 
Arab arena for countering the imperialist-Zionist-Reactionary alliance and 
block the road before all manifestations of apostasy, capitulation and 
conspiracy. 


CSO: 4820 
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IRAQ 


BRIEFS 


OLL PIPELINE PROJECT--At the State Establishment for Oil Projects, a con- 
tract was signed with an international firm for the construction of a 
pipeline network for the Southern Gas Project. The project, being executed 
at a total cost of ID. 2.6 million is to be completed in 21 months. 
[Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 28 Jun 79 p 4] 
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ISRAEL 


EDITORIAL SEES NOTHING NEW IN NATO COMMUNIQUE 
Jerusalem AL-QUDS in Arabic 1 Jun 79 p l 
[Editorial: "There Is Nothing New in the NATO Communique") 


[Text] The NATO foreign ministers issued a communique yesterday at the 
conclusion of their conference, which was held in Holland. What is of 
particular interest to us in the communique is that part which touches on 
the Arab-Israeli dispute and the solutions proposed for it. 


At first glance, it appears that the communique is something new since it 
calls for the recognition of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian 
people and the participation by all parties, including the representatives 
of the Palestinian people, in the effort to find a comprehensive settlement 
based on UN resolutions. However, when this position is compared to that 
part of the Camp David agreement dealing with self-rule, we find that the 
NATO communique is an exact copy of the Camp David agreement and does not 
go beyond it one iota, The Camp David agreement calls for the recognition 
of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people and the participation 
of all concerned parties, including the representatives of the Palestinian 
people, in the effort to achieve a settlement in accordance with the UN 
resolutions--Resolution 242, for example--in their entireties. All of 
these are principles which are contained in the NATO communique, as is 
clear. 


While the communique did not unequivocally support the Israeli-Egyptian 
treaty--based on France's indicated position--it praised the efforts of 
Presidents Carter and Sadat and Prime Minister Begin to achieve a peaceful 
solution. Thus the NATO alliance reaffirms that it is unable, now and in 
the future, to get out from under American control, even a little bit, or 
to move out of the framework of America's policy. This is also established 
by the rest of the provisions of the communique which deal with other 
world matters. 
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ISRAEL 


PUBLIC POLL INDICATIONS ON GOVERNMENT'S FUNCTIONING 
Tel Aviv YEDI"OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 20 Jul 79 p 1 TA 


[Text] The government's functioning, except for its functioning in the se- 
curity sphere, has reached a low point in the public's eyes. This is the 
conclusion that must be drawn from comparing public polls conducted on this 
issue over a year, from June 1978 to June 1979. YEDI'OT AHARONOT looked in- 
to the issue in the framework of the current public polls conducted by the 
Institute for Applied Social Research and the Institute for Communications 
attached to the Hebrew University. 


The results of July 1979 and in comparison, the results of the previous 
months to follow: 


The percentage of people satisfied with government's functioning 


Generally Satisfied with Political Security 

Satisfied Economy Sphere Sphere 
July 1979 28 14 35 63 
February 1979 29 14 32 66 
November 1978 35 21 40 66 
June 1978 40 37 35 69 


In the framework of the above July public poll questions were also posed 
about the government's settlement policy. The results follow: 


a. A small percentage (15 percent) justifies expropriation of private Arab 
lands in the territories for settlement which is not needed for security. 


b. Nearly two-thirds (63 percent) are of the opinion that we should settle 
primarily or only in areas which are not densely populated with Arabs. 


c. Over half (58 percent) believe that the government should not increase 
the pace of settlement in Judaea and Samaria. 








d. About half the public (52 percent) think that settlements should also 
be continued during the negotiations with Egypt. 


Question: In your opinion is it justified to expropriate private lands from 
Arabs in the territories. 


Answer: [in percentage] 


Unjustified in any condition 8 percent 
Justified only security needs 7 
Justified also for settlement's sake 55 
Justified under any condition 30 
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ARMS EXPORTS DIM, AS MARKET SHRINKS 
Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 11 Jul 79 p 1 


[Article by Hirsh Goodman] 
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IDF IS FIGHTING TO MAKE ENDS MEET 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 9 Jul 79 p 1 


[Article by Hirsh Goodman military correspondent] 





3 292599224 732 
te ia! fia F 


Per 


5: fp: gis pati syst 
; i iy ql iH i 
ay EE Rie He J 
J 
te LEE 9J 
— J— Hane i 





4820 


cso: 


lll 








ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


HOUSING PLAN FOR DRUZE--The Golan Heights, 19 Jul--The Golan Heights mili- 
tary government is about to propose a “build your own home” plan for the 
young Druze couples in the area. The ITIM correspondent reports that the 
military govermment, with the aid of the Israel Land Administration, has 
located areas close to the village of Mas'adah. These areas will be divided 
into plots to be put up for sale for the young Druze couples in the area 

to use to build their homes. It should be noted that the Golan Druze 
notables have raised the issue of the lack of sufficient housing facilities 
for the young couples to the military government many times. [Text][Tel 
Aviv ITIM in Hebrew 1305 GMT 19 Jul 79 TA] 


FUEL PRICES RISE--This morning, fuel prices rose by 40 percent; 1 liter of 

83 octane benzine will cost 15.80 Israeli pounds, 1 liter of 94 octaine 
benzine will cost 16.90 Israeli pounds, 1 liter of diesel fuel will cost 
6.10 Israeli pounds, 1 liter of kerosene will cost 6.60 Israeli pounds, a 
bottle of cooking gas will cost 185 Israeli pounds and a ton of mazut will 
cost 3,090 Israeli pounds. The price of electricity remains unchanged. How- 
ever, our correspondent on economic affairs Tzvi Qesler believes that, in 
view of the hike in oil prices, a rise in the price of electricity is to be 
expected as well as an increase in the price of water. The ministerial con- 
mittee on energy affairs is of the opinion that the rise in oil prices itself 
will cause the cost of living index to rise by 2.2 percent. However our 
correspondent points out that only a third of this rise will be reflected 

in this month's index and the rest will reflect in next month's index. [Text] 
[Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0500 GMT 19 Jul 79 TA] 


ELECTRICITY TO SAMARIA--Plans to link Samaria to the national electricity 
grid are nearing completion and work in the field is to begin soon. In the 
first stage, the area along the new road called "the East-West Samaria road" 
will be hooked up. During this work all the new settlements and neighborhoods 
along the road will be linked up to the national electricity grid. It has 
been learned that the military government is inclined toward helping those 
Arab villages who want this to link up to the national grid. Many public 
figures in Samaria, especially in Nabulus, oppose being linked up to the 
Israeli electricity grid. Meanwhile, two Samaria towns, Tulkarm and Qalqilyah, 
and several villages in the vicinity of the green line are linked up to the 
national electricity grid. [Text] [Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 20 Jul 79 p 2 TA] 
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*ZLONISM’ WANING IN ARMY--Israel's soldiers “are not as good, and very 
much less inclined towards Zionism, than the country’s young people of 
earlier years,” the Chief of Staff, Rav-Aluf Rafael Eitan told the Knes- 
set Education Committee this week. He said: “Zionist motivation today 
is on the decline, and cannot be found in our homes, in our schools or 
in our universities.” As for the general problem of ignorance and lack 
of schooling in the army's ranks, he attributed this to shortage of money. 
According to Eitan, only 0.1 percent of the IDF’s budget is earmarked for 
education. He also admitted to the comeittee members, “Drugs are indeed 
being used by soldiers, even by our best people--including soldiers who 
hall from kibbutzim."” [Text] [Jerusaiem THL JERUSALEM POST in English 
1) Jul 79 p i] 
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JORDAN 





BRIEFS 


NEW AMMAN RADIO--Amman-~-The Greater Amman Radio has begun its transmission 
with 1 mw power. This is the first stage of experimental transmission. 
AL-RA'Y has learned that a transmitter will be added to the current one in 
the next 2 weeks, also to have 1 mw power, as the total power of the Creater 
Amman Radio station will be 2,000 kw. The Greater Amman Radio service will 
cover most of the Arab world both day and night. AL-RA'Y has learned that 
preparations are underway at the Jordanian Radio to broadcast four programs, 
two of which are to be in Arabic and two in English. The present radio will 
transmit local national programs, while the new radio will transmit general 
programs. It was also learned that the present Amman radio will retain its 
current name, the Broadcasting Service of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
while the new station will be given a new name. [Text] [Amman AL'RA'Y in 
Arabic 19 Jul 79 pp 1, 13 JN) 
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KUWAIT PAPERS COMMENT ON ‘ARAFAT-KREISKY MEETING 
Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 0750 GMT 9 Jul 79 LD 


[Text] Kuwait, 9 Jul--The newspapers Al-WATAN and AL-RA'Y AL-'AMM comment 
on yesterday's meeting in Vienna between PLO Executive Committee Chairman 
Yasir ‘Arafat and Austrian Chancellor Kreisky and former West German Chan- 
cellor Willy Brandt. 


Irrespective of the results, AL-WATAN writes, the meeting constitutes an 
important step toward the European countries’ recognition of the legitimacy 
of the Palestine gun “which must always remain the pointer and guide for 
return.” 


The Israeli enemy's anger at the Vienna talks has shown its true intentions 
toward the Palestine people. The enemy “not only refuses to recognize the 
existence of the Palestinian people but also resents any recognition of the 
Palestinians by any world country.” 


On the other hand, AL-RA'Y AL-'AMM expresses doubts about the intentions of 
Austrian Chancellor Kreisky with regard to the Palestine question, saying 
that he is no more than a member of the Zionist orchestra. 


The paper states: "This rallying of non-Israeli Jews in the United States 
and elsewhere has astonishingly been timed to coincide with the intended 
liquidation of the Palestinian question.” The paper enumerates the Jewish 
personalities who have thus rallied. They include Kissinger, Strauss and 
Kreisky. 


The paper also asks: “Is it not strange that they could not find, for ex- 
ample, in the whole of the United States anyone other than the Jewish 
Strauss to be the American partner in the Palestine self-government farce"? 


The paper also asks about the reason why Austrian foreign policy has con- 
fined its attention almost entirely to the question of Palestine and how 
superficially Kissinger was kept out of the position of direct responsibility 
“to be replaced by another Jew, namely Robert Strauss, to continue the work 
as though nobody other than the Jews have the right to tackle this Jewish 
question.” 


In conclusion the paper says: "Soon we will discover that we were the only 
victims of Nazism and not all these Jews in power in occupied Palestine, 
Washington, Vienna or the socialist international." 
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KUWAIT 


FOREIGN MINISTER'S TOUR--Kuwait--A Kuwaiti paper today discusses the tour 

of Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad 
al-Sabah to Amman, Damascus and Baghdad. The paper says that the tour is 
being made to reach a consensus on a date for holding a new Arab summit con- 
ference. Quoting Arab diplomatic sources, AL-QABAS adds that Kuwait has 
been chosen to host the conference, which is to discuss drawing up a minimum 
the Arabs can accept as a basis for a just, comprehensive settlement for 

the Middle East crisis. The paper describes the new summit conference as 
one of the most important Arab meetings. It will be preceeded by a meeting 
of foreign ministers. The paper does not mention any date of the summit con- 
ference. [Excerpts] [Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 0713 GMT 11 Jul 79 LD] 
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LIBYA 


WATER RECLAMATION PROJECTS MAKE PROGRESS 
Valetta THE JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 9 Jun 79 p 12 


[Text] Allocations for municipalities within the Transformation Plan for 
the year 1979 are 155 million Libyan dinars of which 34 million have been 
spent between January 1 and March 31, or 21.9% of total allocations. 


In the quarterly report published recently by the General People's Commit- 
tee for Planning, 58 projects with a total value of 81 million Libyan 
dinars have been spent this year, 149% of the value of contracts for the 
same period in 1978. 


The report said the consumer complex construction plan received the lion's 
share in allocations reaching 56.7 million Libyan dinars or 70% of the 
total value of all contracts given out this year. The report said the 
total value of obligations for municipalities during the transformation 
plan of 1976/1980 are put at 906.8 million Libyan dinars. 


The total value of commitment undertaken till 30 March, 1979 has reached 
472 million Libyan dinars. 


Twenty-two artesian drinking water wells were bored this year producing 

a total daily capacity of 2,2 thousand cubic metres, Nine pumping stations 
were also constructed having a pumping capacity of 17.7 thousand cubic 
metres of water per day. Thirty-two storage tanks were also built with a 
total storage capacity of 17,8 thousand cubic metres of water. 


A water pipeline network of 44.4 kilometres long was also completed with 
an integrated pumping station with a total daily capacity of 360 cubic 
metres. 


Fifty-eight kilometres of roads have been asphalted and another 80.5 kil- 
metres lighted. Five gardens were also established and another three 
abattoirs. 


The report said the total amount of money allocated for drinking water 


project in 1979 is 26 million Libyan dinars of which 7 million have been 
spent between January 1 and March 31 or 27.9% of the total allocations. 
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Sewage budget allocations for 1979 are put at 50 million Libyan dinars cf 
which 9.2 million have been spent in the first quarter of this year or 
18.6% of the total allocations. 


The programme for the production and development of the environment for 

1979 has been allocated 8.5 million Libyan dinars of which 0.5 million 
dinars have been spent in the first quarter of this year, or 6% of the total 
allocation. 


The programme for planning research and training for 1979 has received a 
million Libyan dinars, of which 0.6 million were spent during this year's 
first quarter, or 40% of total allocations. 


The total amount of funds allocated for consumer complex construction pro- 
jects during 1979 is 30 million Libyan dinars, of which 6.4 million were 
spent during the first quarter or 21.2% of total allocations. 

The construction programme for tunnels and bridges of 1979, has been 


allocated 4 million Libyan dinars, of which 3.4 million have been spent 
during the first quarter, or 84.3% of total allocations.--(JANA) 
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LIBYA 


NEW PUBLICATION OF LIBYAN OPPOSITION REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 30 May 79 pp 1, 4& 


[Article: "The Libyan National Movement in Europe Publishes a Second 
Newspaper To Reveal al-Qadhdhafi's Crimes and To Call for His 
Overthrow" ] 


[Text] AL-AKHBAR has received a new newspaper, AL-JIHAD that is 
published by the Libyan National Movement in Europe. Its motto, "The 
best holy war is a word of truth spoken against a tyrannical ruler,” 
appears beneath the masthead. 


This is the second newspaper published by the Libyan National Movement 
for the purpose of freeing the Libyan people from the petty tyrant, 
Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi. The first newspaper, SAWT LIBYA [The Voice 

of Libya] had adopted a verse from the Koran as its motto: "Permission 
to take up arms is hereby given to those who are attacked, because 
they have been wronged" [The Pilgrimage:39]. On Wednesday May 23 
AL-AKHBAR had published a review of this newspaper which revealed the 
brutal massacres that al-Qadhdhafi had launched against the Libyan 


people. 


The first issue of the new newspaper, AL-JIHAD has appeared. Its 
editorial stated that its purpose was "to overthrow the despotic regime 
that is oppressing the homeland and the citizen" while the country 
suffers under the burden of foreign debts to the East. [It stated 
that] its national objective was to overthrow the reign of terror, 
oppression and corruption in Libya so that free nationalists can take 
part in establishing a genuine democratic regime in which the people's 
opinion would play an effective and a decisive role. [The full text 
of the editorial is cited below]. 


AL-JTIHAD states that Libya is now suffering from a declining economy 
that is sinking under the burden of foreign debts to the East and to 
the West. This situation is a natural result of the absence of an 
expenditures policy that is in balance with the state's general 
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revenues. Fopular resentment [aginst the government] is acute and the 
unrest among the Libyan masses is unprecedented. The regime is 
beleagured by this rancor and unrest because of the arsSitrary 
confiscations that al-Qadhdhafi carried out and is still carrying out 
under the slogan of the socialism of conquest and deprivation. His 
repime is beleagured by this unprecedented unrest and rancor because of 
its inability to provide and to meet the daily needs of the people, 
because of the absence of stability and because the citizen feels that the 
stute is playing the role of "We, the Arabs” and that it is spending 
Libyan funds without any oversight and disobeying God. 


AL—JIHAD stated that al-Qadhdhafi had introduced into Libya ways of 
torture that have hitherto been unknown. In some cases usage of these 
methods has caused the disappearance of the bodies of some prisoners. 
Among those victims are Lt Col al-Majiri, Cpt Muhammad al-Tumi and 
Cpt ‘Abd-al-Majid Husayni. 


The newspaper then stated that al-Qadhdhafi had abolished the laws of 
the state and had thereby created a state of chaos to ensure that his 
speeched and his directives would became the laws that citizens would 
have to obey. Then he dismissed more than 100 judges who dared to 
protest his action of repealing the laws of the land. 


Then al-Qadhdhafi interfered in the sentences of his puppet courts. In 
spite of their harshness and in spite of the fact that they do not 
follow any civil or military law, he revoked all these sentences and 
turned a 15-year sentence into a capital sentence; a 10-year sentence 
into a life sentence; and a 3-year sentence into a 10-year sentence. 
[In addition], he ordered the arrest of all those who had been 
acquitted by the courts. 


AL-JTHAD stated that al-Qadhdhafi had made bribery, corruption and 
favoritism a slogan for his government. Major projects and contracts 
were given only to his relatives and his aides who have responsible 
positions in his regime. A person who accepts bribes is considered 
honest because he has contacts, whereas an honest person remains at 

m loss inside the country and abroad and his honesty goes unrecognized. 
Al-Qadhdhafi is also wasting the wealth of the country on his trips, 
his dreams, his delusions and his efforts to glorify himself and his 
"Green Book." AL-JIHAD revealed serious incidents that took place in 
the Libyan army. It stated that al-Qadhdhafi had paralyzed the armed 
forces by placing his relatives, in spite of their ignorance, in command 
positions of militias and armies. The newspaper stated that he 
appointed police officers who were his relatives as provincial 
governors and commanders of entire military zones. Such [appointees 
include] Mas'ud "Abd-al-Hafiz, commander of the southern area and 
Ashkal, commander of the central region. Al-Qadhdhafi [also] retired 
or returned to civilian life all qualified officers whom he does not 
trust. 
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AL-JIHAD stated that al-Qadhdhafi had amassed more weapons from the east 
and the west than the officers and the soldiers can use in short 
periods of time. Consequently, many of these weapons are still in 
boxes, and those which have been unloaded will be turned into scrap 
metal. 


The Editorial 


"The Libyan National Movement believes that it is its duty to develop the 
method it has been using to mobilize the movement of the popular masses 
so that a unified action program may be formated for all the national 
forces and for all the political and ideological trends and tendencies 
that bespeak the hopes and aspirations of these people. The great 
people of Libya are being pushed on a road that is fraught with dangers 
and swept from all sides by storms and hurricanes while the tyrant's 
government is stepping up its terror and its corruption. The Libyan 
National Movement is working with the people to overthrow the despotic 
regime that is oppressing the homeland and the citizen. May this 
program then be an indication of an effort to estabJish the firm bases 
upon which the structure of an Arab Libya will be twilt.' 


"It is for this reason that the Libyan National Movement thought of 
publishing the newspaper, AL-JIHAD so it can serve as a crucible, 
contributing, albeit humbly along with others, to the process of fusing 
and forging opinions and ideas and national trends for the purpose 

of strengthening, furthering and guiding towards the achievement of 
national goals. 


"AL-JIHAD will make every effort to become a free forum and a true, 
honest voice for every patriot who opposes the reign of terror and 
despotism in Libya. It will also try to present an honest portrayal 
on its pages of the experiences of the masses and their true patriotic 
emotions so that these can became our non-depletable mentors and 
providers as well as the mentors and providers for all the patriots 
who are loyal to the national question. 


"AL-JIHAD is naturally not the first activity of the Libyan National 
Movement. Its members, like other nationalists had the honor of 
exposing the client Fascist regime. They indicated and pointed out 
to the popular forces and masses the way to determine what they want 
and, accordingly, to know what they are rejecting. This was done 
through meetings, leaflets, pamphlets and occasionally through 
articles in some newspapers and magazines that are published in the 
Arab world. 


"Thus AL-JIHAD is an attempt which we hope will gradually become 

stronger so that the reign of terror, opression and deviation in Libya 
may be overthrown. It is an attempt to participate with free 
nationalists in the establishment of a genuine democratic regime in which 
the people's opinion would be effective and their word would be decisive." 


The Libyan Nationalist Movement 
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AL-QADHDHAFI EMBROILED IN CONTROVERSIES, DILEMMAS 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 8 Jun 79 pp 24-25 


[Article: "Why is al-Qadhdhafi Provoking the Countries of the Baghdad 
Conference? Libyan Opposition Accuses al-Qadhdhafi of Financing the 
Tanzanian Invasion of Uganda" ] 


[Text] Col al-Qadhdhafi's letter, which has been called "the scornful 
blow” letter aroused the interest of political commentators and those 
who are interested in the developments of the Baghdad Conference Front. 
The colonel had sent the Arab kings and heads of state, except ai-Sadat 
and Sultan Qabus, a form letter that was made public by the Libyan 
News Agency. The letter criticized Arab silence on the Israeli 
agression against Lebanon and the resistance. The colonel expressed 
his surprise at this silence, saying “It were as though the Arab 
nation had accepted the nction that its role in life was to receive 
scornful blows without taking action or without reacting to protect 
its dignity." 


At. the outset it was thought that the purpose of the letter was to 
provoke Syria and eventually Iraq because Syrian troops were in fact 

in Lebanon. Anyone who wants to provoke Syria is always asking this 
question, "Why doesn't the Syrian army respond to the Israeli aggression?” 
But those who are asking this question are not thinking of the agression 
or of the response to it as much as they are thinking of their hostility 
to Syria. 


It has been said that the colonel was trying to respond to the 
accusations Iraq was making on Syria's behalf that he was not meeting 
the commitments to support Syria that he had made at Arab Summit 
conferences. The most recent conferences vere the Baghdad Summit 
Conference and the Conference of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and 
Finance. The Iraqi magazine AL—-RASID had attacked al-Qadhdhafi in its 
20 May 1979 issue because he had not paid Syria's subsidy share and 
had, instead, sent 10 million dollars in a suitcase to Syrian officials 
who refused to accept the funds: (AL-HAWADITH 1 June 1979). This was 
not the first time for the Iraqi publication AL-RASID to attack the 
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colonel. On 4& March 1979 it attacked his position on the Kurds and 
accused him of harboring the Syrian-Iragi unity ill will for domestic 
considerations and as a resuit of foreign recommendations. The importance 
of AL-RASID lies in the fact that it is not a periodical publication 

and that it appears on important occasions. The first critical remarks 
about Iraqi communists appeared on its pages. That marked the beginning 
of the fierce battle which ended with the liquidation of the communist 
“ally” in the army and the government and even the emergence of an 

Iraqi communist party committed to the principles of al-Ba'th. 


Al-Qadhdhafi had provoked Iraqi authorities when he was interviewed by 
French radio. Al-Qadhdhafi explained his theory of nationalities 
during that interview and announced that the Kurds were a separate 
nationality from the Arabs and that they were living on land joined 
with that of the Arabs. Therefore, [he claimed], they had the right to 
determine their destiny. [Al-Qedhdhafi said that the Kurds] vere 

like the Irish nationalists but that the Circassians, however, did 

not. belong to a nation and that for this reason they had to observe 
their duties and their rights in accordance with the laws of the land 
to which they belong. By contrast, as Arab logicians would argue, 

the Kurds are not obliged to abide by the laws of the land where 

they live. 


And so it was that some observers construed al-Qadhdhafi's disapproval 
of Arab silence regarding the aggression on Lebanon as part of a 
campaign to provoke the Syrians and the Iraqis. But the fact that Libyan 
and friendly media had stepped up their critical comments and had 
applied them to cover all the Arab countries, and especially those 

that participated in the Baghdad Ccaference, and the fact that 

South Yemen had responded quickly and had suggested that a summit 
conference devoted to the situation in Lebanon be convened made most 
observers believe that the purpose of all this went beyond that of 
embarrassing the Eastern Front. 


It is known that Col al-Qadhdhafi rejects the policy of summit 
conferences out of a commitment to the slogan that was coined by the 
late ‘Abd-al-Nasir who called them a “cover for reactionaries” and 

a “deflation of the mass movement.” After the first Baghdad Conference 
the colonel announced that al-—Jamahiri (Libya) would support any 
uprising in Egypt, Morocco or Yemen. [He made this announcement] in 

a speech he delivered at the Benghazi Festival on 9 March 1979. His 
minister of foreign affairs--who is called the secretary of foreign 
affairs after the abolition of the government--'Ali ‘Abd-al-Salam al- 
Turayki claimed in a statement to the Italian newspaper, IL MESSAGERO, 
that the Gulf states would follow in Iran's footsteps. He said that 
the Libyan position had remained unchanged even after an Arab consensus 
had been reached at the Baghdad Conference and the world had recognized 
Saudi Arabia's role in opposing the treaty. Libya's position remained 
unchanged even after Morocco broke off relations with Egypt and King 
Hassan chaired the Islamic Conference. Al-Qadhdhafi went to Algeria 
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where he met vith the Algerian colomel. The two colonels issued a joint 
communique calling for “the right of self-determination for the 
Polisario, including the right to establish their own state in El 
Saguia El Hamra and Rio di Oro.” This was also stated in a text calling 
for the full enforcement of the Baghded Conference resolutions, 

thereby suggesting that the Arab countries vere being accused on not 
enforcing then. 


It is known that the colonel's relations with the Fatah Organization 
are somewhat cool. The People’s Congress, which is now governing 
Libya after al-Qadhdhafi's announcement that “representation vas 
deception,” that “constitutions--all constitutions--were a form of 
farce,” and that "all governments signified the defeat of the people,” 
had issued a decree suspending support to the Palestinian organizations 
until they became united under one organization. This was because 
“the Libyans were bewildered by the multiplicity of funds for people 
killed in action and by the multiplicity of organizations that vere 
asking for support” (AL-HAWADITH No 1156). The Congress also 
suspended support to all the confrontation countries until they 

opened their borders to the resistance. It has been said that before 
this decree was issued, a discussion had taken place between Col al- 
Qadhdhafi and Hani al-Hasan, Yasir ‘Arafat's adviser. The colonel 
stated that he was willing to offer Fatah every assistance if he vere 
to become satisfied with the sound thinking of its members and with 
the ideology of the state that the organization would establish. 

This required [according to al-Qadhdhafi] that Fatah adopt the "Green 
Book" since it was the definitive pronouncement or the cornerstone of 
the philosophy that discovered for the human race and for all times 

the ultimate solution to the problems of democracy and economics. Time, 
[al-Qadhdhafi said) had not yet permitted the proclamation of the social 
solution, but it has actually been discovered and it is in the process 
of being printed. With his well-known diplomacy Hani al-Hasan said 
that the age of popular congresses had vanished with the disappearance 
of Greek cities. Hani al-Hasan suggested that Fatah distribute the 
book, but he declined to adopt it. He also cautioned the colomel 
against the limited effects it would have because the Palestinian 
Revolution had generated its own ideology that was immune to any outside 
ideology and that even the cammunists had wasted [the ideology of] 

Marx inside Fatah: [Marxist] brothers had failed to establish their 
ideological control over the revolution. And here the colonel became 
angry and exclaimed, "What is this paltry Marx compared to the "Green 
Book'?" 

The dialogue ended. The colonel wanted to make the Palestinian 
Revolution serve the interests of his theories, whereas the revolution 
believes that all Arab capabilities must be made to serve the interests 
of Palestine. 


Why a Baghdad Conference? 
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The question still remains: why is the colonel trying to get himself 
out of the framework of the Baghdad Conference? the easy explanation 
lies in discussions about a colonialist conspiracy and a U.S.-Soviet 
plan to break up the front that is rejecting the Israeli-Egyptian treaty. 
But because this is mere speculation or idle accusations, commentatars 
are calling attention to several factors that are making President al- 
Qadhdhafi's position inside the country critical and, consequentiy, 
requiring action on his part. This is in accordance with the theory of 
a space satellite which must stay in orbit or fail. 


The domestic situation is critical because of two factors: the ruling 
group is being liquidated; and there is an overall defeat on all the 
foreign fronts. 


The liquidations began with the removal of the members of the revolutionary 
Council. Al-Majrif was killed the marning after he had criticized 
conditions in Libya to British Journalists. Al-Muhbciyshi and al-Huni 
have escaped to Egypt. ‘Awad Hamzah, Bashir Hawadi and Muhammad Najm 
have been confined to their residences. Mustafa al-Kharrubi and al- 
Khuwaylidi al-Hamidi have been silenced. Wo ome but Jallud and Abu 
Bakr Yunis remains in the government. Yunis's mandate to revolutionize 
the army has been curtailed, and he has been relieved of his duties 

of supervising intelligence. Naturally, the centers of power of the 
fallen members had to be liquidated, and the rest of the members had 
to be divested of any bases that they may relie on in the game of 
musical chairs which usually ends vith the survival of one chair for 
the leader. It was thus that the slogan of abolishing [government] 
organizations was proposed; this included the Revolutionary Council 
which has practically been liquidated. Jallud has been removed as 
government chief, and he has been nominally replaced by ‘Abd-al-‘Ati al- 
‘Ubaydi who has the title of secretary general of the i'eople's 
Congress. The army has been reduced to the level of a popular 

militia and a national guard, and power has theoretically been shifted 
to the masses. Actually, power has been shifted to the colonel's 
organizations whose formation was aided by Nasirist and Soviet 
expertise. 


Because of the government crisis that vas provoked by these liquidations, 
the bourgeois class hoped to take advantage of this situation and the 
bourgeoisie asked for some political freedams along democratic lines. 

But the regime som dealt this class a fatal blow by applying to [its 
members] the second volume of the "Green Book” which deals with economics. 
It proclaimed the slogan of “partners not hirelings;" "a home belongs 
to its occupant;” and “no individual ownership in production.” Such 
notions paralyzed the Libyan bourgeoisie who were forced to immigrate 
and to smuggle their funds abroad. For the first time Libyan opposition 
nevspapers appeared abroad. The quality of their printing and subject 
matter indicated that they were well supported by effective Libyan 
intellectuals and financiers. The Libyan bourgeoisie were discovering 
that the regime which they had supported to protect oil funds fram the 
greed of neighbors had turned against them to liquidate then. 
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On the foreign scene criticiam of the colonel‘s policy has intensified. 
A large segment of the ruling group disapproved of the support the 
colonel hac given Ethiopie against the nationalist movement in the 
Ogaden and Eritrea vhile at the same time he wes supporting the 
separatist demands of 5,000 Bedouins in Morocco, Opponents of the regime 
Look malicious pleasure in the failure of the policy to contain Malta. 
Thic |venture] had ended with the refusal of the Maltese suthorities to 
permit Radio Friendship and solidarity which had obtained 4 license 
from Malta in 1975 to continue its broadcasts. It had actually begun 
brondcasting early in 1978. However, last April Radio Friendship and 
Solidarity began to wage a campaign against President al-—Sadat and 
Israe]. Reuter News Agency stated that al-Sadat was called the losing 
president and the traitor on these broadcasts and the treaty was called 
the treaty of dishonor. The government of Malta refused an Egyptian 
protest, but suddently last May it revoked the station's license. 

It was said that this was a new indication of deteriorating relations. 
It was seid that Malta was asking for 30 million dollars and that 
Dominic Mintoff was claiming that al-Qadhdhafi had promised him the 30 
million dollars in annual aid to Malte for a period of 5 years if he 
were to break his relations with Britain and that al-Qadhdhafi had not 
kept hic promise. The cessation of operations st the radio station 
was preceded by a decision to roll up the Libyan f.iags that were flying 
on the buildings where Libyans reside. The Libyan flag was not to fly 
om any building other than those belonging to the Libyan government, as 
is the case with 411 foreign countries and their flag. Signing an 
nerremment to build a joint college for telecammunications was also 
ubandoned. The ship, Misratah, was ordered to leave Maltese [territorial] 
waiters. 


it is said that the conduct of Libyans--especially the fact that al- 
YWalbdhafi himself took part in the British evacuation celebrations and 
that. he was accompanied by a delegation of 1,000 Libyans--has provoked 
and angered the Maltese. The Libyan Embassy made quite an effort to 
play up the visit to excess. It invited journalists fram all over the 
world to the press conference that the colonel held there. This made 
the Maltese an easy prey for imperialist propaganda stating that they 
had replaced the colonialisn of Great Britain with that of Libya. A 
news dispatch from Malta stated that the communications the M ‘tese 
have had with the Arab world have persuaded them that Libya's friend- 
ship would keep from them much of the Arab subsidy that was available 
and that the control which Libyan intelligence was exercising over 
Malta was making them lose the opportunity to beneii. from Arab tourists 
who vere more interested in the island's climate and less concerned vith 
its policy. 


The support which the colonel provided the revolution in Chad ended with 
the deterioration of relations between Libya and Africa and the arrest 

of his adviser, Col al-Sayyid al-Hadi Fadl who was charged with embezzling 
the funds of the Chad Liberation Front, Frolinat. Beirut newspapers ere 
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also claiming that the most serious blow that was dealt to al- 
Qadhdhafi'’s foreign policy came from the Uganda operation. A leaflet 
distributed by the opposition stated that al-Qeihidhafi had financed 

the entire operation to overthrow Idi Amin. The total amount of 

money paid by the Libyan government to the government of Tanzania 

was 62 million dollars. [A total of] 100,000 dollars vas paid to 
ransom each Libyan prisoner (620 prisoners), whereas the costs of 

the Tanzanian campaign amounted to 50 miliion dollars. Thus, according 
to the claim of this opposition, the colonel would have fully 

financed the operation tc overthrow his friend, Idi Amin. This led 
Israeli and vestern circles to describe the operation to overthrow 

Idi Amin as “the perfect operation” whereas the opposition claimed 

that the Libyan people were calling it “the perfect crime.” Some of 
the opponents of the regime vere even saying that one of the conditions 
for a prisoner exchange was the surrender of Idi Amin. It was for this 
reason that Libyan authorities advised Idi Amin to go back to Uganda 
and to lead a guerilia war from there. 


It seems that Col al-Qadhdhafi fears that his archenemy, Anwar al-Sadat 
might take advantage of these conditions and, Nyrere-like, carry out an 
operation to liberate Libya. Therefore, in a statement he made to the 
Reuter News Agency Col al-Qadhdhafi stated that "Egypt which is being 
armed by the United States was preparing itself for a war against the 
Libyan Jamahiriyah. This forces us to draw even closer to the Soviet 
Union. This is not what we vant, but we are compelled to do so.” He 
added that he was looking into giving Soviet military vessels 
permission to use Libyan ports overlooking the Mediterranean” 

(22 May 1979). 


But will this information be useful in the formulation of a response 
the the question, "Why is the colonel provoking the countries of the 
Baghdad Conference? Why is he talking about a scornful blow to the 
Arad nation? 


[t has always been difficult to find a logical answer to the questions 
that the colonel thrusts onto Arab policy. 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


IND LA-LIBYA ECO)0MIC COMMISSION--India and Libya have signed a protocol 
providing for greater participation of Indian firms in big projects in 
Libya. The document was signed in New Delhi today by the industries 
minister, Mr George Fernandes, and the Libyan minister of electricity, 

Mr Jum’ah al-Arbash. The signing took place at the conclusion of the 

second session of India-Libyan joint commission on economic, industrial, 
scientific and technical cooperation. Under the protocol Indian firms will 
be negotiating for the construction of two electricity centers valued at 
about 1,000 million rupees. The Indian Railways Construction Company and 
the Rail India Technical and Economic Services will be participating in 
several railway projects in the Jamahiriyah. Contracts worth 500 million 
rupees have been awarded to the National Building Construction Company and 
the Hindustan Steel Construction Limited for construction of schools. The 
question of Libya's supply of crude oil to India on a long-term basis 

was also discussed. Speaking after the signing of the protocol, Mr Fernandes 
said India needs more oil and he is sure that it will be coming. The Libyan 
minister said a special Indian team will go to Tripoli soon to discuss a 
long-term contract. The question was also discussed by the petroleum 
minister, Mr Bahuguna, and the Libyan minister, Mr Jum‘ah al-Arbash. 

[Text] [Delhi Domestic Service in English 1530 GMT 6 Jul 79 BK] 


LEGAL PROFESSION ABOLISHED--Libyan television and Libyan radio have 
announced that Col Mu‘ammar al-Qadhdhafi has decided to abolish the 
colleges of law at the University of Benghazi and the University of 
Tripoli in order to put into practice the ideas of the third theory 
in the “Green Book.” The decision is to become effective at the 
beginning of the next academic year. Al-Qadhdhafi has also decided 
to abolish the legal profession in Libya and to make all lavyers 
employees of the government. The decision declared that the legal 
profession contributed to the proliferation of crime because the 
thief, the criminal and the murderer shared the spoils of their 
crime with the attorney. [Text] [Cairo Al-AHRAM in Arabic 3 Jun 79 


pl} 8592 


REPORT OF BATTLE LOSSES--Cairo, 8 Jul--The magazine OCTOBER today reports 
that the Libyan forces invading Chad lost 330 killed and many others 
wounded during the battle they waged against the Chadian forces on 

25-27 June. The Chadian Government forces have also seized large quan- 
tities of military equipment, including Soviet SAM-7 missiles mounted 

on armored vehicles. [Excerpt] [Cairo MENA in Arabic 0800 GMT 6 Jul 79 NC] 











PERSIAN GULF AREA 


PLO OFFICIAL: WO PLAN TO SCUTTLE TANKER IN HORMUZ STRAIT 
London AL~SHARAQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 7 Jul 79 p 1 LD 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT report: “London PLO Representative: Scuttling One or 
Two Tankers in Strait of Hormuz Not Under Consideration Now") 


[Text] London--PLO representative in London Nabil Ramlawi has said that the 
Palestinian revolution, which enjoys Palestinian and Arab support and which 
has more than 15 years’ experience, is capable of confronting the Israeli 
cabinet's decision to continue aggressive operations in order to strike at 
the real resistance in every place. 


In a statement to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT Ramlawi said that scuttling one or two 
tankers in the Strait of Hormuz is not under consideration now but is with- 
in the revolution's capability. 


He said that the decision as to war or peace in the area rests with the Pales- 
tinian people and nobody else and that the Western countries that have inter- 
ests in the Middle East must support the Palestinian people's struggle if 

they care for their interests. 


Remlawi has submitted a memorandus to the British Foreign Office fully ex- 
plaining the Israeli aggressive operations against the Palestinian people 

and the Lebanese people. He said in the memorandum that the Israeli cabinet's 
decision to continue the aggression confirms the policy of genocide which 

the criminal Israeli military gang is perpetrating against the Palestinian 
and Lebanese people with the approval and blessing of the United States. 


He said: The U.S. arms and the Israeli soldier which act together in one and 
the same operation against our people are closely linked to the current policy 
in the area and openly reflect the views of the Camp David parties on the 
distorted peace in the area. 


The Palestinian people, he affirmed, with the support of the Arab and peace- 
loving forces, are capable of resisting the onslaught and pacing the chal- 


lenge. 
He urged the British Government to adopt a more positive attitude in sup- 


porting the Palestinian people's legitimate rights, including the right to 
self-determination and the establishment of an independent state. 
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PERSIAN GULF AREA 


KUWAITI PAPER DENOUNCES IRANIAN CLAIMS ON BAHRAIN 
Kuwait AL-RA'Y AL-'AMM in Arabic 17 Jul 79 pp 1, 19 LD 
[Article by ‘Abd al-'Aziz al-Masa'id: "Rohani and the Arabism of Bahrain") 


[Text] We are unable to tell whether some of the ayatollahs in Iran are for 
or against Khomeyni's revolution. In fact, such statements as those Ayatol- 
lah Rohani keeps reiterating about Bahrain, for example, cannot be in the 
interest of the new Iranian regime. 


We sincerely hope that this man is a lone voice and that no others will echo 
such a discordant voice that harms the Iranian revolution and distorts its 


image. 


Bahrain, as everybody knows and as the 1971 UN referendum proved, is Arab 
regardless of what religious creed its population belong to. 


Therefore, Rohani's claim that religious leaders have submitted a memorandum 
to Bahrain ruler Shaykh ‘Isa containing certain demands and proposals or 
that they will demand annexation to Iran seems strange and surprising. Every 
citizen has a right to make demands and suggest reforms but it is impossible 
for a citizen to demand a change in the country's identity, 


We believe that this threat, which implies sectarian instigation, has noth~ 
ing to do with the image of the Iranian revolution which its well-wishers 
would like to see. By this action Rohani wants to divide Islam, whose 
strength lies in its unity and in the solidarity of its sons. Since ancient 
times Bahrain has been Arab in origin and its people were among the first 
to embrace Islam. We do not think that it is wise, clever or religious for 
certain people who claim to represent the Iranian revolution to come out 
with such ideas on the basis that the Persian armies at one time occupied 
this or that area. This logic is rejected. To say the least, it would in- 
vite the worst calamities and the most serious dangers to Islam and the 
Islamic countries because it would open the door to fighting between them-- 
doors that indubitably lead to hell and which only the enemies of Islam 
want open. 
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Furthermore, the regime in Bahrain is Muslim and Arab and, therefore, it is 
unjust to classify it in the way Rohani classified it. Rohani must bear in 
mind the fact that all the people of Bahrain, including the religious lead- 
ers--both Sunnites and Shi'ites--told the UN emissary in 1971 that the 
Arabism of Bahrain is incontrovertible and that they all reject allegations 
aimed at questioning Bahrain's identity. 


We do not think that anybody in Bahrain, be he an ordinary citizen, a reli- 
gious leader, a Shi*ite or a Sunnite would accept joining another country. 


The chaotic conditions prevailing in Iran do not give anybody the right to 
involve the Iranian revolution in new difficulties because otherwise he too 
would be conspiring against it. ‘May God protect Khomeyni's revolution from 
its friends. 
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PERSIAN GULF AREA 


SEVEN COUNTRIES MAKE EFFORT TO UNIFY HEALTH CARE 
Manama GULF MIRROR in English 6 Jul 79 p 3 


[Text] 





A TECHNICAL committee by the technical committee 
representing seven Gulf health; the aeed 
countnes met in Bahrain last for a information and 
week for discussions aimed at research centre for 
unifying bealth care training health care; the of 
and stem@ards throughout the primary, secondary and 
5*8 training s-- - health 
committee decided on 
several recommendations cage staff, and job descnption 
which are to be submitted to for staff 
the General Secretariat for seven countries rep- 
Health Ministers in the Guif, resented at the meeting were 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, 
but details of the recommen- 
dations were not revealed. ~y 4 yy 4 
Five topics were discuseed rates. Arab Emi- 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


DIRECT OIL SALES TO EUROPE PRAISED 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 18 Jun 79 p 6 


"Direct Deals") 


{Editorial: 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


CHOICE BETWEEN PEACE OR WAR WITH ISRAEL SEEN 
Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 30 Jun 79 p 6 


{Editorial: “Human Mission"] 


[Text] Only Israel can send its army and warplanes on death mis- 
sions into other countries and get away with it. Words aside, 
the international community that has appointed itself as guar- 
dian of human rights and moral principles, is continuing to 
show precious little commitment to these principles when they 
apply to the Jewish state. Israel can continue to flaunt every 
principle of international law and human rights, in the secure 
belief and knowledge that its benefactors will not abandon 
their blind support. 

For a people that won international sympathy for the hor- 
rors they suffered from oppression, the Israelis are continuing 
to show an amazing similarity to their former tormentors. 
When Hitler attacked Poland in 1939, he claimed Nazi Ger- 
many was acting in self-defense to protect its citizens. 
Menahem Begin, borrowing a line from Hitler, warned Syria 

* not to interfere in our human mission” of * defending “ 
Israelis. In Begin’s lop-sided logic, Israels security lies in the 
rubble of devastated Lebanese villages, and in the moans of 
the dying. 

Begin is excused for viewing the issue the way he does. He 
did not exactly make his name through social work or 
humanitarian aid. Once a terrorist always a terrorist. What is 
not excusable, however, is the attitude either of the Arabs or 
the international community. Begin will continue with the 
new genocide in the absence of an effective Arab deterrent, 
which can only be force, and of international sanctions that 
would make his adventures an expensive political and 
economic risk. 

While the West, for reasons beyond our comprehension, is 
unable or not willing to take a tougher line with Israel, the 
Arabs are morally bound to safeguard their people and their 
interests. The growing tension in Lebanon is not a storm in a 
tea cup and the mounting violence and casualties take us a step 
forward towards war. In their preoccupation with ostracizing 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


SWISS COMPANIES TO ASSIST IN ALUMINUM, FLOUR PROJECTS 


Jiddah SAUDI BUSINESS in English 28 Jun-4 Jul 79 pp 4-5 


{Article by Timothy Sisley] 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


INDONESIAN WORKERS--Jeddah, June 20--The City of Jakarta is to provide 
Jeddah with technicians, laborers and gardeners under a long-term agree- 
ment reached between officials of the two towns here this week. Jeddah 
Municipality announced Wednesday that Mayor Muhammad Said Farisi and 
visiting Jakarta Governor Gen M. Tokroponolo had agreed on a contract to 
provide Indonesian workers for Jeddah projects. Indonesians will work as 
street-cleaners and in the Municipality's vehicle maintenance shops and 
gardens. in the course of the governor's visit, which began last week, 
the two officials discussed Indonesian supervision for an amusement 
park which is proposed for the northern Corniche area. The project, 
which is likely to cost SR900 million on completion five years from now, 
will include children's playgrounds, green open spaces, swimming pools 
and an aviary. Farisi is seeking the approval of Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs Prince Majed for a budgetary allocation. The two city 
fathers also signed an agreement whereby Jeddah and Jakarta will become 
“sister towns." [Text] [Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 21-22 Jun 79 p 2 


ARMAMENTS FACTORY EMPLOYMENT--Jeddah, June 22--Defense oriented industries 
in the town of Al-Kharj, south of Riyadh, employ more than 3,000 Saudis, 
Defense Minister Prince Sultan said Thursday. Speaking on arrival at Kha- 
mis Mushait airport, Prince Sultan told "UKAZ" that technical training 
among Saudis had progressed to the stage that the Khaj munitions factories 
now employ over 3,000 Saudi nationals--"with only six foreign experts as 
instructors,” Prince Sultan said. Prince Sultan also said “Arab joint 
defensive measures are a dire necessity because of the threats menacing 

the security of the Arab nation.” He did not elaborate. [Text] ([Jiddah 
ARAB NEWS in English 23 Jun 79 p 2] 


ROAD BUILDING--Jeddah, June 22 (SPA)--The Kingdom's target of 12,500 kilom- 
eters of roposed in the second five-year plan will not be met by the 
end of « ext summer. Instead, Communications Minister Sheikh 
Hussein Maus 1 expects 10,000 kilometers to be paved and the balance 
carried over icto the third plan. To date, the ministry has completed 
8,000 km of expressways, dual~lane highways and main roads and 1,165 km 
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of dirt surface country roads. Designs have been drawn up for a further 
1,845 km of road. Of the major roads, the ministry is now building 
duai-lane and expressways totalling 695 km, of which 315 km has been conm- 
pleted. The most important of the current scheme are the 73.2 km Jeddah 
eight-lane higiway to Mecca; the 36.7 km expressway from Mecca to Arafat 
and the Holy Places; and Jeddah's 27 km road from Palestine Square to 

the Cement Factory. In the Riyadh area, the most important projects 

are the 80 km six-lane highway to Kharj; the 25-km expansion of the 
Riyadh-Khurais highway; and the six-lane expressway from Riyadh to 
Muzahimiah. [Text] [Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 23 Jun 79 p 2) 
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RURAL DEVELOPING CORPORATION WILL AID RURAL /.REAS 
Khartoum SUNA BULLETIN in English 17 Jun 79 pp 4-5 


[Text] Khartoum, June 17, (SUNA)--In a press conference held here yester- 
day, Director-General of the Sudan Development Corporation (SDC) Mohamed 
Abdel Magid announced that preliminary steps were taken to establish a 
Sudan Rural Development Corporation (SRDC). 


The SRDC is aimed at developing rural areas throngh extending financial 

and technical assistance to small and medium size rural development projects 
which will lead to promoting socioeconomic standard of living there, said 
Sayed Abdel Magid. 


The proposed image of the SRDC comprises three integrated bodies including 
Rural Development Corporation, Technical Aid Centre and the Finance and 
Investment Organ, he said. 


Comprehensive studies were conducted to establish the SRDC and an inter- 
national meeting was held in London, April 1977. It was established that 

a substantial support for the plen was to be expected from a number of 
foreign agencies, financial institution: and development financing companies 
in the western world, he further added. 


Encouraged by these positive results, an international task force comprising 
the U.S.A., Canada, Belgium, France and England was created to prepare a 
feasibility study for the pian, The task force made its report during 
1978, said the SRDC Director General. 


The authorised capital of the SRDC will be 10 million dollars. The SDC 
will subscribe for 60% of the shares whilst 40% of the shares will be 
offered to national institutions such as the banks, the National Planning 
Ministry and other Sudanese entities, he said. 


Sayed Albdel Magid reaffirmed that the SRDC project will lead to the inflow 
of foreign investment and it will coordinate, for the first time, the 
inflow of all aids extended to promote small and medium size projects in 
rural areas beside consolidating decentralization policy economically 

and socially. 
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It is to be recalled that President Nimeri, in his monthly “Face the 
Nation" programme Feb. 1978, indicated the establishment of SRDC as a new 
branch of the SDC. He said that the SDC has allotted 10 million dollars 
for rural development projects. 


Plans were set to establish 400 projects to be located in the more under- 
developed areas comprising projects of services, agricultural and animal 
production and the development of traditional crafts in rural areas, 
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PROGRAM TO IMPROVE GROUNDNUTS PRODUCTIVITY BEGINS 
Khartoum SUNA BULLETIN in English 13 Jun 79 pp 8-9 


[Text] Khartoum, June 13, (SUNA)--Measures for improving the groundnuts 
productivity project, financed by the Sudan Oil Seeds Company at the cost 
of L.S 800,000 began last May. 


The 3-year project which is implemented in collaboration with the Agricul- 
tural Research Corporation, aims at raising the production rate of ground- 
nuts nationwide, Professor Hassan Mohed Ishaq said. 


Professor Ishaq who is Head of the Crop Physiology Division and National 
Coordinator for Groundnuts said: 


The project will also cover research, agricultural extension and seed farms, 


Several seed farms have been established in the Gezira, Rahad, Souki and 
New Halfa, he added, 


Professor Ishaq indicated that the decline in groundnuts production is 
attributable to the weeds, which may cause up to 80% damage. Pests may 
cause between 10% and 25% damage, he said. 


Agreement was reached between the 011 Seeds Company, the Gezira Board, 
and the farmers, to the effect that the company would provide them with 
weed combat materials. 


The company will also buy the farms products for a 5% increase over the 
declared prices as an incentive for the farmers. The farmers, in return, 
should deliver all their products to the company, 


Professor Ishaq attributed the decline in groundnuts production in Rahad 
Scheme to the lack of water, 


He concluded by saying that there was no connection between the groundnuts 
seeds sown and the decline in the rate of production in Rahad Scheme. 
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SUDAN 


SSU GROUP ENDORSES BUDGET BILL 
Khartoum SUNA BULLETIN in English 26 Jun 79 pp 1-2 


{Text] Khartoum, June 26, (SUNA)~-House SSU Group approved with a great 
majority yesterday the 79/80 general and development budget. 


Chaired by Amir Gamal Ed Din, the Group had assigned a subcovmittee to 
contact Ministers of Finance, Planning, and Cooperation, Trade and Supply 
for consultation, They agreed to submit recommendations to the President 
of the Republic, concerning the exemption of the following commodities 
from the Defence Tax: 


1. Agricultural machinery 

2. Fertilizers 

3. Insecticides 

4. Seeds 

5. Sacks 

6. Raw materials utilized in local industries 
7. Medicines, veterinary and human 

8. Milk powder 

9. Dates 

10. Bicycles 


Furthermore Finance Minister agreed to earmark L.S, 3,600,000 to subsidise 
sugar price in the provinces, L.S. 200,000 for each. 


The Group also recommended mapping out specific criteria to raise produc- 
tion and promote efficiency of performance at various levels. It also 
called for tackling inefficiency at some economical structures and urged 
for ensuring the success of the economic stabilization and financial 
reform programme. 


Furthermore it urged the House specialized committees to shoulder their 
responsibility towards supervision and follow-up of performance, 


CSO: 4820 








SUDAN 


PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY APPROVES BUDGET 
Khartoum SUNA BULLETIN in English 27 Jun 79 pp 6-7 


[Text] Khartoum, June 27, (SUNA)--In its yesterday session, the People's 
Assembly approved the general and development budget for the fiscal year 
1979/80 at the third and report stages. 


The budget which has been approved in single chapters, comprises Chapter I, 
government services, reaching a net of L,S.112.77 million appropriated 
among 60 sectors of the constitutional organizations (L.S.9,786,440); the 
Defence Ministry, L.S.3,082,395; the Foreign Ministry, L.S.3,971,505, the 
Attorney General's Chamber, L.S.501,550; the Judiciary, L.S.4,804,185; 
the Public Service Ministry, L.S.2,182,375; the Construction and Public 
Works, L.S.2,996,375; Health Ministry, L.S.9,293,145; Transport, 
L.S.2,433,950; Finance Ministry, L.S.5,067,285; Planning Ministry, 
L.S.1,020,100; Cooperation Ministry, L.S.1,236,110; Industry, L.S.355,420; 
Energy, 603,410; Irrigation, L.S.5,073,335; Agriculture, L.S.8,371,630; 
Culture and Information, L,S.2,681,550; Education, L.S.5,789,525; Egypt's 
Affairs in the Sudan, L.S.53,085; National Commitments, L.S.44,300,000, 
and a general cut back of L.S,833,385, 


The net of Chapter II reached L.§.701,508,415 while Chapter III reached 
L.S,284,936 of which L,5.155,000 is a domestic component and L.S.129,938 
a foreign component. 


The House has also approved the report by the Economy Committee on the 
budget. 


Several provisional orders have also been endorsed by the House including 
Customs duties, the Defense tax 1979, the Stabilization Fund (amendment 
1979) and the domestic rates Act, 1979. 





Goods imported under the provisional orders in accordance with the Diplomatic 
Immunities and Privileges Act, 1956, Sugar and passengers properties have 
all been exempted from the Defence tax. 


Customs rates on all imported alcohols have been amended in line with the 


state's policy of combating alcohols consumption, besides amendments on 
cigarettes prices. 
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The House also endorsed a draft bill on provisions for government services, 
development and the government's contributions to capital investments with 
companies and corporations for fiscal 79/80. 


Being deductible against the overall revenue estimates of L.S.912,006,000, 
some L.S.820,279,000 will be allocated for government services for the 
fiscal year 1979/80. 


Some L.S.284,938,000 will also be allotted for development to be deductible 
against the general reserves. L.S. 20 million will be allocated for 
government contributions for capital investment with companies and 
corporations. 


The penalty for budget over-spending has been fixed at 10 years service, 

a fine or both penalties for everyone convicted of overspending, mis- 
appropriation of public funds, negligence and re-allocation of funds with~- 
out approval of the Minister of Finance. 


The House has also endorsed a draft bill for additional provisions to the 
78/79 budget for the adoption of the Job Evaluation and Classification 
Scheme (JECS) 1979, for both phases. 


The Chairman of the Committee for Legislation and Legal Affairs Abul Muniem 
Mustafa indicated that the draft bill earmarked L.S.90 million deductible 
against the general reserves to cover the JECS costs which rose from an 
initial estimate of L.S.37 million to L.S.127 million besides covering the 
78/79 deficit. 


The Committee recommendations touched on the errors of the 78/79 budget 
and called for restricting expenditure to the limits of approved funds. 


The re-allocation of budget items, misappropriation, or overspending should 
be prohibited unless an approval was obtained in anticipation from the 
People's Assembly. 


The Committee also called for accountability against violations of the 
78/79 budget regulations. 
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SUPPORT FOR SADAT DOOMS NUMAYRI REGIME 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 4-10 Jun 79 pp 18-19 


[Article: "The Joint Libyan-Sudanese Statement Was Not Published in Khartoum; 
Al-Hindi Confirms That the Authority Is Declining and Rejects Any Dialog With 
the Existing Government" ] 


[Text] The popular resistance to the Sudanese regime increases day by day. 
There is no other evidence of this except the continuing arrests of scores 

of nationalists and the arbitrary trials of military personnel who were 
charged with intending to carry out “racial conspiracies." President Numayri's 
regular monthly speeches reveal a golden opportunity for the Sudanese to dis- 
cover more of the regime's scandals and to become acquainted with the nature 

of the authority that they are collapsing under. 


There was a long chain of scandals and abundant information about the eco- 
nomic and political crises that Sudan is undergoing in Numayri's last speech. 
The Sudanese president stopped procrastinating about the electricity crisis 
and the cutting off of electricel power to various cities and areas. He 
claimed that the cause of this was attributable to the fact that the employees 
in the government agencies were not careful in turning off the lights after 
leaving their offices. He complained that most Sudanese were deprived of 
enjoying watching television as a result of this. He means naturally the 
absence of his picture and voice for millions of citizens. He did not forget 
the serious fuel crisis and the breakdown of transportation and communication 
between areas and the plight of the farmers whose crops were ruined because 
of this crisis. However he heaped reproach on the Iraqi Government and its 
attempt to impose an economic blockade on his regime. Then he turned to 

the news and stories that the citizens are circulating about the corruption 
of a large number of “leaders"=--their not carrying out their responsibilities 
and their turning to drinking alcohol and gambling. He admitted that this 
news is true and is applicable to most of the leaders in the government. 
However he gave an explanation, logically and scientifically, for this 
phenomenon. He said that he does not like to impose his personal views on 
others. All that he is able to do is wish that they would adhere to the 
Islamic values. He, himself, is a "model" for others to follow. 
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There is nothing for Numayri now except to try once more to gain time by 
means of a policy of openness to designated Arab states. Therefore he wants 
to separate the popular opposition leadership from the semi-comprehensive 
Arab support which it continues to enjoy. So far he is still exerting every 
conceivable effort to entangle Al-Hindi, the main opposition leader, in a 
new national settlement. However Al-Hindi's followers stress that these 
games are exposed and no one is deceived. They look with scorn mixed with 
confidence at the semi-daily attacks which the official information agency 
directs at Al-Hindi because the rising pitch of these attacks indicates the 
worry and enxiety which continue to plague the head of the Sudanese regime. 


It is true that an official Sudanese delegation headed by Al-Rashid al-Tahir 
and ‘Umar al-Tayyib visited the Republic of Libya recently. A joint state- 
ment was issued in Tripoli condemning the “imperialist plots" and the at- 
tempts to split the Arab ranks and to harm the established national rights 

of the Palestinian people. This statement supported the decisions of various 
Arab summits beginning with the three "no's" of Khartoum and ending with the 
measures of the Baghdad conference which called for the rejection of the 
American settlement and the Egyptian-Israeli treaty and boycotting the Sadat 
regime diplomatically and economically. The Sudanese party did not fail to 
express its opinion within the joint statement on various African issues 
which was in clear contradiction with Numayri's present policy. According 

to the statement Khartoum stood with the "Polisario" Front against the monarch- 
ial regime in Morocco. It rejects the present Chadian regime and has a 
positive view of the steps of the Ethiopian military regime of Mengistu 
Mariam. 


However this is what was broadcast in Tripoli immediately after the Sudanese 
delegation left the country. In Khartoum, the statement never saw the light. 
Neither the government nor the official or semi-official agencies broadcast 
it. Informed sources say that the reason that the joint statement was not 
broadcast in the Sudan is attributable to the disagreement that broke out 
between Al-Rashid al-Tahir and ‘Umar al-Tayyib on the one hand and Ahmad 

"Abd al-Halim and Abu al-Qasin Muhammad Ibrahim, the first vice president, 
on the other hand. Abu al-Qasim thought it best not to allow anyone other 
than himself to handle such important issues as this. He is the only one 
who has the right to reopen the dialog with Libyan officials. If the common 
points between the two countries were to be defined, he alone would have 
direct supervision of this. Accordingly, Ahmad ‘Abd al-Halim was delegated, 
by the direction of the first vice president, to draft another statement that 
contradicted all the articles of the joint statement. He asked the informa- 
tion media to broadcast it. President Numayri intervened here and issued 
orders to stop the two statements on the pretext of the existing "struggle" 
within the authoritarian wing and the absence of common agreement about the 
position on Sadat's regime and the Egyptian-Israeli treaty. Numayri did 

not mention anything about his government's new policy in his monthly speech. 
He was content with making comprehensive attacks on Iraq and the Iraqi 
authorities. 
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The Sudanese opposition did not consider Numayri's position as surprising 

or contradictory. Rather it expected that at one time or another he would 
resort to trying to break the isolation of his regime and gain as much time 
as possible vis-a-vis the progress of the popular expansion hostile to him 
in the Sudan and abroad. In the Council of Ministers which is being convened 
these days, Numayri talked about "the disloyalty of everyone" towards him 
beginning with his closest relatives going on to the Muslim brothers and the 
Ummah Party and arriving at Al-Sharif al-Hindi and the Democratic Unionist 
Party. What he is saying in this context is that the people have merged in 
a violent revolution as a result of “irresponsible and unethical" actions 
which have been committed by those who took the trust in their hands. He 
considered them his loyal soldiers. He did not exclude his present ministers, 
of whom he said “they relinquished their duties and were inadequate at every 
task assigned to them." The people reject them on this basis. Nothing re- 
mains except himself. According to his words, he is "the object of trust” 
because he is maintaining the cleanliness of the presidency morally and poli- 
tically. As for the Muslim brothers and the Ummah Party headed by Al-Sadiq 
al-Mahdi, he says that they are plotting against him. They agreed to the 
settlement in order to infiltrate the government from within and to over- 
throw the existing regime. Winding up, Numayri stopped procrastinating about 
Al-Hindi and expressed his bitter feelings and his desperation. He accused 
him of preparing a regular army now to attack the Sudan and to overthrow the 
present regime. Whenever Numayri reached this point he would break into sobs 
and leave the meeting room in a pitiful state. The Sudanese and the offi- 
cials notice that bursting into sobs appears natural for Numayri and they 
are helpless to explain it. There are those among them who say that it is 
merely an act arranged in advance for the sake of gaining sympathy and sup- 
port after being incapable of gaining loyalty for himself by repression, force 
and prisons. There is another opinion which asserts that the mental condi- 
tion of the Sudanese president is one of desperation and a complete break- 
down fearing the unknown and the mysterious future. 


One must not overlook Numayri's disappointment as a result of his complete 
dependence on Prince Fahd, the Saudi crown prince, who tried to thwart the 
Baghdad conference and prevent the issuance of the resolutions to boycott 
the Sadat regime and to reject the Egyptian-Israeli treaty. 


Informed sources say that Prince Fahd reassured Numayri that the Baghdad 
conference would be "merely a comedy" and would not lead to any practical 
result. Therefore he advised him not to attend it. He gave him his per- 
sonal idea of the nature of the movement in the coming stage. The Saudi 
crown prince is thinking of sending a high-ranking “Islamic delegation" to 
go to Washington and meet with President Carter and members of his admin- 
istration and Congress to induce them to create a clearer link between 

the partial Egyptian-Israeli agreement and the articles of the solution of 
the Palestinian problem, starting from the concept of autonomy. However the 
U.S. President refused to meet any delegation that Prince Fahd proposed. 
He asked him to try to support President Sadat in his present position. 
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Prince Fahd was at a loss. He decided on political “isolation” temporarily. 
He sided with the opinion of the “nationalist wing" within the royal family 
since Riyad finally supports the position of the other Arab states who forn- 
ulated the well known Baghdad resolutions. Thus Numayri found himself “be- 
trayed™ and did not know what to do. He had no other choice but to split 
with Iraq claiming that there were revolutionary attempts being devised 
against him and attempts to impose the economic blockade around his regime. 
At the same time Foreign Minister Al-Rashid al-Tahir sent to the republic 
his belief that Colonel al-Qadhdhafi will agree to cooperate with him if it 
is possible. What slipped the Sudanese president's mind was that Sadat would 
not agree to anything except total and open support for his present policy. 
He is ready to use his military forces located on Sudanese land to achieve 
this. 


The Egyptian vice president, Husni Mubarak, made a brief visit to Khartoum to 
discuss with Numayri the consequences of openness to the Jamahiriyah and to 
warn him about going too far in issuing joint statements opposing the tre- 
aty and the talks between Cairo and Tel Aviv. 


Vis-a-vis this situation President Numayri came up with another idea. He 
intends to make a comprehensive Arab tour to call for Arab solidarity, for 

a closing of the ranks, and for elimination of differences. Official Sudan- 
ese sources say that this idea received Sadat's blessing on the condition that 
it is done in order to smooth the path toward removal of the "Arab blockade" 
of the Egyptian regime and in order to convince others of Cairo's earnest- 
ness and determination to "free" Arab Jerusalem and restore the legal rights 
of the Palestinian people and of the notion that autonomy itself is only the 
first step and will be followed by other steps. Both Sadat and Numayri agreed 
to point out all the difficulties and pressures to which President Carter is 
subjected in regard to this matter. He is not able to obtain other "con- 
cessions” from the Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin and the US. presi- 
ential elections are forthcoming. Thus it is essential for the Arab states 
to lessen the intensify of their opposition so that President Carter can be 
reelected and begin treating the Palestinian problem in a more comprehensive 
and profound manner. 


However, this Egyptian-Sudanese scenario was sentenced to failure before it 
began because the present stage could not accommodate proposals such as these. 
The Sudanese citizens expected that Numayri would be required to challenge 
Sadat directly since it is believed that he is able to gain the support of 
other Arabs--especially with regard to economic and material assistance. 
Cairo is urging the adopting of a decision to occupy the Sudan and announ- 
cing the unified Nile Valley nation. Khartoum is taking refuge in total 
isolation, with the Sadat camp. The pitch of the internal crisis will in- 
crease economically and politically, and this will be a sign of the intern- 
nal movement which is supported by Arab external forces to bring down the 
present government. 





If Numayri chooses to stay put he will again find himself isolated and 
threatened by downfall at any moment. Thus the Sudanese opposition under 
the leadership of Al-Sharif al-Hindi, a leader of the Democratic Unionist 
Party, will act with complete confidence. It rejects any type of “useless 
dialog” with a regime that is doomec. The Sudanese population has become 
unified against this regime in an unprecedented manner. The sons of the 
west, south, middle, east and north are now launching their political and 
military activity, seeking to find a common denominator to unite them in 
one front to await the zero hour. The official agency's report about a 
“racial plot" comes in the midst of this, trying to defame the popular move- 
ment and to split its ranks by playing on tribal incompatibility, sectarian- 
sim and ethnicity. 
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BRIEFS 


DENIAL OF AIR BATTLE--Kuwait, 10 Jul--Sudanese Ambassador to Kuwait Musa 
al-Awad Balal has denied reports published here recently about a recent 
air battle between the Ethiopian and Sudanese air forces. In a statement 
to the Kuwaiti newspaper AL-QABAS, the Sudanese ambassador said that 


these reports are groundless. [Text] [Doha QNA in Arabic 0810 GMT 
10 Jul 79 JN] 
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SYRIA 


RETAIL OUTLETS SUCCESSFUL BUT HAMPERED BY LACK OF TRANSPORT 


Damascus AL-~THAWRAH in Arabic 14 Jun 79 p 5 
[Article: “Latakia’s Retail Outlet Company: What's New?"] 


[Text] The experiment in public retailing is gaining momentum and showing 
increasing evidence of becoming an effective way for serving the consuming 
public at moderate prices. Much of the credit for the success of the exper- 
iment goes to the workers. The experiment is also giving evidence that our 
salvation as consumers lies in going the publicly owned, retail outlet way. 


The experiment, as I predicted repeatedly, is spreading to all parts of the 
country, and proving its effectiveness. The State Retail Company is offering 
a variety of good quality consumer products at reasonable and fixed prices. 
hut every experiment is bound to encounter some difficulties at some stage, 
and the retail experiment is no exception. But the [consumer] difficulties 
are miniscule compared with those facing the experiment's administrators and 
workers. 


On my visit to Latakia, I met with the retail company's branch director, Mr 
Naim Houriyyah, who told me some of his problems. We said that outlets close 
to Damascus--where the administration is located-~have no problem getting 
their allocations of supplies. Distant branches, Latakia included, however, 
do not fare an well: they often get less than their allocations. Reason: 

The administration does not deliver and the branch outlets have few trans- 
portation vehicles. The Latakia branch's four or five trucks are scarcely 
enough to transport the city's sugar and rice allocations. “How,” said Mr 
Houriyyah, “could we send therm to Damascus to bring in the bulk of our sup- 
plies?" He cited as one example Latakia’s allocation of 915 refrigerators 
for the period from January to May of this year. Only 319 units have been 
delivered to date, and these came directly from the factory in rented trucks. 
Branches close to Damascus, however, get all their supplies. Delays in 
getting supplies, according to the branch director, are unfair to the adminis- 
trative workers who, against their will, fail to meet their marketing quotas. 
"Had the refrigerators arrived on time," the director claimed, “they would 
have not only fulfilled their marketing quota, but exceeded it by 600,000 


Syrian pounds.” 








Another difficulty facing the distant outlets is the lack of telephones. The 
Mar Tafla outlet, believed to be the top performer, does not have a single 
telephone. “How,” asked Mr Houriyyah, “can the administration keep in contact 
with the branch outlets?” He suggested jestingly that they should be equipped 
with radios, similar to those used by the Ministry of Supply. He added that 
two of his major problems, the lack of transport vehicles and the unavail- 
ability of a warehouse, have not yet been solved. He summed up: "We are 
working under difficult conditions, but we have managed to surpass ovr mar- 
keting quota. We have added two new outlets, one at Jablat al-Juwaybat and 

a second one in the public park area in Latakia.” 


Turning to other problems, Mr Houriyyah informed me of other areas of concern. 
Applications for opening new outlets are inordinatei~ delayed by the Ministry 
of Public Works technical office and by officials of five departments, despite 
repeated requests by Latakia'’s governor to speed up processing and grant per- 
mits. 


Mr Houriyyah continued: “Last month we opened an outlet in ‘Ain al-Bayda; 

in 3 months another outlet will open in the al-Fakhurah district. We must 
mention at this point the economic advantages of imported clothing, especially 
Chinese made clothing. We have virtual monoply in this area and the product 
is selling well, Local officials, including the governor and the party's 
secretary general are very helpful in solving our problems. The municipal 
government, on the other hand, is not. They do not cooperate with us and re- 
fuse to give us land to expand. When they consent to sell ws a parcel, they 
demand full payment at once. We bought from them a lot near the city's en- 
trance--our seventh project--where we built a two-story building, capable of 
serving 50,000 people.” 


Mr Houriyyah explained that his most pressing need is for transport vehicles, 
unless the administration accepts the responsibility to deliver allocations. 
He added that this problem is not limited to the Latakia operation. 
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SYRIA 


COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO PREPARE FOR RAJU DAM PROJECT 
Damascus AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 8 Jun 79 p 5 
{[Article: “The Syrian Parliament Approves Construction of the Raju Dam") 


[Text] On 29 March 1979 the Syrian Parlaiment approved a resolution to create 
a committee to study the Raju Dam location and to report on the dam's environ- 
mental impact and other factors related to its construction. The committee, 
to be chaired by Muhammad Sa‘id Hammoudi, chairman of the Public Services 
Committee, will have four additional members, all members of Parliament. They 
are: Ibrahim Hindi, ‘Omar Ibrahim, Zafir Khayrallah and Ibrahim ‘Uthman. 


On 18 April 1979, the committee visited Aleppo and held a series of special 
meetings. It met with the area's Socialist Ba'ath Party's secretary general 
and other party members as well as with party members from the ‘Afrin area, 
where the dam is to be located. The committee also met with Aleppo's governor 
and held a number of meetings with district officials in the affected area. 
Following that, the committee made an inspection tour of the dam's projected 
location and its immediate environs. 


The committee then met with Parlaiment members from the ‘Afrin area to gather 
additional pertinent information. 


With its investigation completed, the committee concluded that the 15 million 
cubic meter dam project should go ahead as planned. The rural area is in dire 
need of drinkirg and irrigation water, according to the committee, and any 
additional supply will prove beneficial to the country's economy. 


Back in Damascus, the committee prepared a detailed report on the dam's po- 
tential economic benefite for submission to Parliament. After a lengthy 
debate on 28 May 1979, and with support from the minister of public works 
and water resources, the report was approved. The resolution approving the 
committee's report cited these goals for the dam project: 


Irrigation of agricultural land around the dam--even though the affected area 
is relatively emall; 








Insuring a supply of drinking water for many villages, now without water 

(The report estimates that 3 million cubic meters could be set aside for this 
purpose compared with only 450,000 cubic meters obtainable from wells at a 
much higher cost); 


Reducing casts (The report estiusaces that each cubic meter of dam water will 
cost 60 Syrian piasters versus 250 piasters for well water); 


The potential for establishing fisheries in the future; 

Feeding surface springs over an extensive land area; 

Irrigation of olive tree orchards when rainfall is inadequate; 
Postponement, rather than cancellation of the iron foundry project. 


The selection of the dam's location--four potential sites were proposed--was 
made after careful study. The selected site is in a mountainous region fed 

by many streams converging in a long, narrow valley. Experts estimate an 
average of 25 million cubic meters of rainfall in the area, and that most of 
this rainfall flows into the ‘Afrin River, which carries it into a neighboring 
country. They estimate that up to 15 million cubic meters of water can be 
stored behind the dam, The committee recommended that the dam be constructed 
with this capacity. Their reasons: 


To realize all the potential benefits cited earlier; 


To reduce the cost of construction. The committee estimates that the cost of 
later modifications will be three times as high as the cost of original con- 
struction, It further estimates that the flooded area will vary in size from 
a minimum of 110,000 hectares to a maximum of 150,000 hectares, and that the 
storage capacity will range from 9 to 15 million cubic meters. 


The number of trees to be flooded will range from 4,776 to a maximum of 7,000. 
Of these 2,284 are small and relatively young trees. 


Having studied all the ramifications of the dam project, the committee made 
these recommendations: 


The dam should be constructed at the originally planned capacity of 15 million 
cubic meters; 


The transfer of land ownership and compensation to affected owners should 
proceed with the utmost speed; 


The government should find suitable public agricultural land for distribution 
to farmers who will lose their lands. This should be done within a maximum 

of 1 month after repossession as promised by Aleppo's governor. (The governor 
has ordered district officials to expedite this matter regardless of whether 
the flooded lands are publicly or privately owned.); 
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Trees should not be cut until they are directly threatened with flooding by 
the rising water; 


Giving priority to villages without a permanent supply of drinking water; 
Charging the affected ministries with finding ways to utilize surplus water 
for agricultural purposes alongside the entire length of the dam, particularly 


in the Raju area; 


Piping water from the dam to the Raju area and setting aside well water from 
wells being excavated by the Ministry of Housing as a reserve supply; 


Speeding up the implementation of other dam projects in the ‘Afrin area, 
particularly in view of their positive economic and social benefits; 


Linking the arca to the country’s electric grid no later than 1980; 


Budgeting for road construction in the area to facilitate the movement of 
people and agricultural products. (The committee estimates that 120 kilo- 
meters of new rural roads are needed.) 











SYRIA 


PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS IN TARTUS GOVERNORATE DETAILED 
Flour Mill, Town Hall 

Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 14 Jun 79 p 4 

[Article: "A Variety of Public Works Projects underway" ] 


[Text] Numerous public works projects are being implemented in Tartus Gov- 
ernorate with the solicitous encouragement of the party's secretary general, 
Comrade Hafiz al-Assad. The construction boom, which extends to all sectors 
of life, is being directed by the Syrian Construction Company. One major 
project is a modern flour mill which will go into operation in the first half 
of next year at a cost of 40 million pounds. The 80 percent completed mill, 
which will produce 200 tons of flour per day, is being fitted with electrical 
and mechanical equipment. Other projects include: A nearly completed model 
school and a 90 percent finished branch education office at a cost of 5 million 
pounds, expected to be ready in August; a 70 percent completed, 2 million 
pound Agricultural Bank warehouse, to be completed this year; a 50 percent 
completed, 2 million pounds town hall for the al-Harra district, to be com 
pleted next April. 


The Syrian Construction Company has also contracted with al-Harrah district 
officials for the construction of 11,000 square meters of public squares and 
a number of animal producing centers at a cost of 2 million pounds. The com- 
pletion date is targeted for the middle of next year. The contract also in- 
cluded the construction of a consumer complex and offices for the Retailing 
Company. This preject is 50 percent finished, and the framework will be in 
place in the first quarter of next year, at a cost of 2.5 million pounds. 
Also, the 1.5 million pound quarantine building will be finished this year. 
Furthermore, the Syrian Construction Company is working hard to complete 

the 3 million pound Tartus educational center by the end of next year. 


The Syrian Construction Company's branch director in Tartus confirmed that 

a contract has been signed with the Family Housing Association for the con- 
struction of 128 apartments, at a cost of 7.5 million pounds. Work on this 
project will begin this month, The company, reportedly, will sign a second 
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contract with the Family Housing Association for the construction of an 
additional 175 partments. The association is currently preparing plans for 
the project. 


School, Water, Road Projects 
Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 10 Jun 79 p 5 
[Article: "New Service Projects in Tartus Governorate™] 


[Excerpts] The governor of Tartus, accompanied by the superintendent of police 
and officials from the departments of housing, education, transportation, 
supply, as well as by the director of housing and transportation led an in- 
spection tour of current public works projects in the districts of Safita and 
al-Mashta, including water, schools, roads and others. 


The governor visited the water project at Khirbit al-Ma‘zah, the new secondary 
school at Ra‘as al-Khashufah and inspected paving and resurfacing operations 
on the ‘Eino-Bitaluth-Kufr Jawaba road. He was also brought up to date on the 
numerous improvements made on the Tartus-Safita road by the transportation 
department, including widening and straightening operations. 


The governor observed firsthand the repair work on the road leading into 
Safista from the west, inspected the water network, health clinic and road 
paving projects. He also held two meetings with Safita and al-Mashta village 
officials to discuss current projects in the two villages, giving particular 
attention to the Safita tourist hotel project and to finding a location for 
the construction of a consumer outlet at al-Mashta. The governor also showed 
special interest in the Shamamis water project, which supplies both Safita and 
al-Kirikish as well as 87 other villages and their farms with water. The 

10 million pound project affects the lives of 45,000 people living in the 
area. The meeting finally turned to finding ways to end disputes over water 
in the affected villages and to prevent its illegal use for non-drinking 
purposes. The total cost of these projects exceeds 5 million pounds. 


During his tour, the governor was particularly impressed by the excellent work 
performed by the Military Housing Organization. 


AL-THAWRAH's correspondent reports that both the tourist Safita and al-Mashta 
regions have impressive natural beauty, seldom found anywhere else. Bayt al- 
Wadi in the Dirikish region, in addition to its beautiful scenic location, is 
the site of an important archeological cave, no less impressive than the 
Qadisha and Ja‘ita caves in Lebanon. The colorful figures and wall inscrip- 
tions in the cave date back thousands of years. The Dirikish region is also 
the site of the Nabi Matta mountain with its 360 springs, one for each day 

of the year. 
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TUNISIA 


REMOVAL OF FRENCH CULTURAL TRACES URGED 
Tunis AL-RA‘Y in Arabic 21 Jun 79 pp 1-2 
{[Editorial: “Our Position: Dignity Is Not for Sale!™]} 


[Text] The most prominent event of the current week is the meeting of the 
Major Joint Tunisian-French Committee in Paris. 


This meeting is taking place under circumstances and in an environment that 
we could not have expected a few months ago. They make the “idealistic” 
quality that has graced relations between the two countries the subject of 
ridicule and sarcasm, 


Dealings between the two countries have been mutually incompatible. Although 
the doors have been wide open for French tourists who come to Tunisia without 
a visa, without a passport, without funds and without a vacation permit and 
although French female tourists come to Tunisia without any proof of having 
a relative or friend, we find that Tunisian citizens--and especially female 
Tunisian citizens--are being subjected to the worst indignities by French 
authorities. 


Although there is a tremendous deficit in our balance of trade with France, 
we find that French authorities are resorting to “protective” measures that 
are incompatible with the simplest principles of the alleged "idealistic" 
relations. 


Although Tunisia continues to consider the French language the first foreign 
language and although it continues to begin teaching French at the elementary 
level, we find French authorities adopting new restrictive measures against 
our students in France. 


it is in such an atmosphere that the Major Joint Committee is convening. What 
can it possibly yield? 


We are certain that this meeting will not yield results that will turn the 
situation around or even steer it towards a gradual change. We are saying 











this because we still remember the appeal that President Habib Bourguiba made 
when he was recently staying in France. He had expressed the hope that the 
favorable welcome afforded him by French authorities might be extended to the 
Tunisian community that had settled in France. This appeal had fallen on deaf 
ears. 


After the insistence of the Tunisian party this meeting may inevitably lead 
to an offer of “aid” from France regarding financing economical projects. Or 
it may lead to an agreement on some military affairs or to an endorsement of 
a former agreement [on that subject], It may [also] lead the French party to 
pledge expedition in alleviating the impact of the anticipated return of tens 
of thousands of citizens to the homeland. 


We are affirming our position on this occasion: above all else, duty requires 
that the dignity of the national community and the dignity of the citizens be 
safeguarded, This can be effected by adopting the principle of "reciprocity." 


We also believe that maintaining the present status of economic and cultural 
relations between the two countries would be a mistake because this means 
maintaining the state of subordination of our country to France. The change 
that we aspire to is, on the one hand, a fundamental change in our foreign 
economic relations--and especially our trade relations; on the other hand, we 
hope to bring about the end of the linguistic and the cultural colonialism that 
have survived in our country after a quarter of a century of independence. 


But how can the Tunisian delegation, and specifically, the minister of foreign 
affairs, adopt such a position when Tunisia’s position vis a vis France is one 
of weakness due to the fact that our country needs French aid or assistance? 
We think that the Tunisian delegation has two arguments upon which it can 
depend to make the opposite party change its position and to move relations 
towards equality. These two arguments are: 


1. The popular masses have been provoked by recent French measures pertaining 
to the treatment of our citizens who are working there and our male and female 
citizens who visit France, 


2. Tunisia will now be playing a new role after becoming the headquarters 
for the Arab league. 


Inasmuch as this view is derived from, or more accurately, is urgently in- 
spired by the recent past, it is also a view of the future. This is because 
according to the government's promise, the new society has been scheduled for 
an economic takeoff by the end of the current plan; if it does not complete 
its cultural components, this society will remain a lame society. 


A society that respects itself must command the respect of others, even if 
such respect entails deprivation of some financial assistance. Dignity is 
not for sale. 
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TUNISIA 


UGTT "LEGAL* LEADERSHIP REFUTES CLAIMS OF ‘ILLEGAL’ LEADERSHIP 
Casablanca AL-TALI'AH in Arabic 8 Jun 79 pp 6, 7 


[Statement of the "legal" leadership of the Tunisian General Federation of 
Labor, 14 April 1979, Tunis] 


[Text] Immediately after the participation of the il- 
legal leadership installed at the head of the Tunisian 
General Federation of Labor (UGTT) in the Khartoum ses- 
sion of the Arab Labor Organization (ALO), the legal 
leadership of the UGTT issued a statement of fact signed 
by Abdelaziz Bouraoui, Xhelifa Abid, Mohamed Zouaghi 
and Mahdi Abdeljaouad. AL-TALI'AH deems it important 
to publish the full text of this statement as follows: 


After studying the import of the speech delivered by one member of the lea- 
dership installed at-the head of the UGTT, Mustapha Makhlouf, during the 
sixth session of the ALO conference in Khartoum in the absence of the legal 
representatives of Tunisian workers, we believe that it is our duty to pre- 
sent the following explanation to all members of the ALO on behalf of all 
the union organizations which have expressed and continue to express their 
devotion to this leadership and their adherence to the decisions of the 
UGTT's 14th national conference. We do this so that Arab, African and world 
public opinion may come to know the facts of the union situation which our 
country is now experiencing 15 months after the grievous events of 26 Janu- 
ary. We also feel that it is our duty to eliminate every doubt about the 
representativeness of the UGTT's present leadership and the nature of its 
activity. Moreover, it is our duty to refute all the claims contained in 
Mustapha Makhlouf's speech which conflict with the facts and which the in- 
stalled leadership seeks to propagate in order to win the sympathy of the 
workers, who have not given it their trust despite the fact that more than 
6 months have passed since the prosecution of the federation's legal lea- 
dership and the imposition of harsh sentences on its members, including the 
secretary-general of the federation, Habib Achour, who was sentenced to 10 
years of hard labor. 


Firstly: The gains which the UGTT achieved prior to 26 January 1978 and 
about which Mustapha Makhlouf speaks were realized thanks to labor struggles 
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and the discipline of the workers, as well as the UCTT leadership's concern 
for the welfare of the country and its wholehearted dedication to strengthen- 
ing the labor movement as a constructive labor force working for the pros- 
perity of the Tunisian people in an atmosphere of freedom, justice and so- 
cialism after the laboring class, under the banner of its venerable organi- 
zation, has played the biggest part in the liberation of the nation from the 
claws of colonialism and has sacrificed numerous individuals to that end, 
first among them Farhat Hached. The UGTT legal leadership's devotion to the 
lofty principles for which the nationalist and unionist movement martyrs have 
sacrificed their lives has caused it to derive its legitimacy not from a 
higher decision nor from a sham “conference” but from broad labor bases of 
support and from an authentic union movement deeply rooted in the national- 
ist and unionist struggle--a movement proud of its glory-filled history 

and faithful to its men who have given their lives for the sake of honor 
and respect. And this devotion is what has caused the leadership to enjoy 
the trust of the workers, as well as enabling it to mobilize all the labor- 
ers mentally and physically in a close-ranked organization strongly commit- 
ted to the freedom of union employment within the framework of the workers" 
rights contained in the country's constitution. This leadership enjoys 
true public prominence and basic support as well as frameworks of leader- 
ship which are elected freely and directly at all levels, and defends the 
interests and honor of the workers and expresses their preoccupations. 


What are the grievous events of 26 January 1978 if not an operation arranged 
for the purpose of destroying the venerable national union force which the 
UGTT had begun to represent by those who conspire against the labor organi- 
zation and harbor secret resentment and envy against it and its leadership, 
and against those who are glad to have an organized national labor union 
acting with complete independence in conformity with its principles, deci- 
sions and basic constitutional law according to the means it deems appro- 
priate and the programs it controls on its own. 


Thus, it is not strange that Mustapha Makhlouf directs a “charge of error, 
deviation and political (variance)," which “resulted in the events of 26 
January," not at those who were actually behind the acts of violence and 
bloodshed, but at the legal leadership of the UGTT and at the administra- 
tive organization which was forced into a decision to hold a general admoni- 
tory strike in protest against the raid conducted on the headquarters of 
the federation and its activists--a strike held by an agreement reached by 
its members on 22 January 1978. It had actually been decided to hold this 
strike for 24 hours for the purpose of protecting the federation and its 
existence and defending its honor and the legitimate interests of the work- 
ing class. In the face of the success of the strike which was forcefully 
suppressed on 26 January 1978, recourse was had to arresting hundreds of 
union members and charging them with the responsibility for the bloody 
events, although most of them had been confined within the federation build- 
ings since 25 January 1978, which was well before the outbreak of the riots 
in the streets. We believe that if the legal leadership were tried under 
normal conditions, with respect for the rights of defense and the accused, 
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the truth would come out, and the true conspirators and those behind the 
bloody events would be unmasked and the plea of innocence made by the ac- 
tivists and union leaders who were falsely charged with collusion with the 
outside would stand. 


Secondly: Speaking of the “authenticity” and “legality” of the installed 
leadership, Mustapha Makhlouf stated that “it derives this legality from the 
Tunisian labor base which set out to rescue its organization from error and 
deviation.” He also asserted that the “leadership” which he represents had 
done “what duty requires and conscience dictates” in standing beside those 
arrested, making interventions with the purpose of freeing them and return- 
ing them to their places of work, and giving material aid to the families 
of the arrested union members. These are claims which have no basis in 
fact, as is clearly shown by the following: 


a) The current leadership was set up as a temporary organization right af- 
ter the arrest of the legal leadership and the announcement of a state of 
emergency and curfew in the capital, and then it was “elected” during a pro 
forma conference which it prepared by itself and which was held on 25 Febru- 
ary. This conference lasted only 8 hours, whereas the state of emergency 

is still in effect in the country. Despite this leadership's claims that 
the participants in what it called the "15th special conference of the UCGTT" 
represented 85 percent of the total number of participants in the 14th regu- 
lar national conference held from 24 to 27 March 1977--a claim for which 

it did not provide any proof--it is a confirmed fact that many of the unions 
and trade associations announced at the time that they were boycotting this 
“special conference” in view of the fact that it was being held under il- 
legal circumstances characterized particularly by the campaign of arrests 
which transcended the legal and lawful leadership of the federation to in- 
clude hundreds of activists and union officials. Moreover, many who par- 
ticipated with good intentions in the “activities” of this conference later 
expressed their adherence to the decisions of the 14th national conference and 
their solidarity with the legal leadership of the federation. Perhaps it 
would be profitable in this regard to mention the testimony of two promi- 
nent members who submitted their resignations from the installed leadership. 
Their names are (Khayraddin Bousalah) and (Moshen El Dridi), the former of 
whom was a member of the “elected executive office" during the "15th spe- 
cial conference." These two individuals announced to the press in Septem- 
ber 1978 that they had decided to resign “in view of the lack of indepen- 
dence of union activity, ite lack of basic support and the purging of the 
legal union frameworks of leadership from the main unions and the administra- 
tive district associations and federations; and in view also of the lack 

of a suitable climate in which to exercise union responsibility with com 
plete freedom and democracy and the general deterioration of the union 
situation in a way that does a disservice to the interests of the workers 
and the nation and is incompatible with the mission of the glorious UGTT; 
and in view also of the executive office's damaging of the reputation of the 
UGTT abroad, and its lack of faithfulness to the vows it made pertaining to 
the defense of the arrested union members" (AL-RA'Y), issuc 38, 14 September 
1978). 














b) The present leadership claims “to be standing beside the arrested in- 
dividuals, assigning lawyers for their benefit, and making interventions 
for the purpose of freeing them and returning them to their places of 
work." This is rejected because (Tijani Abid), who was appointed the head 
of this “leadership,” was in fact one of the convicting witnesses in the 
triai of the unionists. Moreover, most of the members of the installed 
leadership had consistently taken sides against the arrested brethren in 
their statements and speeches, especially in the newspaper AL-SHA'B, in 
attempts to damage the reputations of the loyal union members. By way of 
example, it is sufficient to cite what Mr Abid said before the National As- 
sembly in its general session of 12 December 1978 in response to an inter- 
vention made by Khalifa Abid, member of the legal executive office of the 
UGTT and representative in the National Assembly, who was demanding the 
release of the arrested unicnists: "The workers are demanding a union trial 
for the former leadership besides the judicial trial which has already 
occurred, because the acts of 26 January have damaged not only the Tuni- 
sian nation as a nation, but also the UGTT as an entity.” This is what 
Mustapha Makhlouf called standing beside the arrested brethren. However, 
the release of numerous unionists occurred as a result of national, Arab 
and international solidarity, not any other interventions. Nevertheless, 
a number of unionists found themselves barred from their work and source 
of strength. So what effect did those who claimed to be striving to return 
the dismissed unionists to their work actually have? 


c) With regard to the families of the arrested and dismissed union men- 
bers to which the present leadership of the federation offered financial 
aid, most of them chose to confront the manifold and accumulated physical 
hardships instead of accepting “aid” which they considered tantamount to 
an “insult” because it came from people who wanted to use it to win over 
the workers and public opinion and take on the appearance of “doing their 
duty.” It is worth mentioning that prior to that the families concerned 
in thin matter had categorically disproved the claims made by the present 
“leadership"--to no avail--by publishing a list of those who were taking 
advantage of its so-called aid (see AL-RA'Y), issues 36 and 37, 31 August 
1978 and 7 September 1978). The fact is that the material assistance which 
helps the families of the arrested unionists consists of the contributions 
which reach them directly from union members at home and abroad. 


d) As for the claim of “saving the labor organization and restoring it to 
its normal and proper path,” this ie reflected in the purging of the le- 
gal and representative union frameworks on the pretext of “renewing then" 
or “unifying them,” and in the prevention of numerous union officials from 
performing any union activity, the suspension of reasonable union work and 
the eradication of participation in basic issues with the use of various 
means of enticement or intimidation in the factories and installations. 


As for the legal leadership of the federation, which is committed to de- 

fending the just causes of the workers in accordance with the decisions of 
the federation's 14th national conference, this leadership is continuing to 
work for the release of the arrested brethren until it is possible for all 
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sincere wills to cleanse the political climate in the country and establish 
a frank and comprehensive dialogue that will tend to create a suitable at- 
mosphere in which peace of mind can take the place of self-withdrawal, and 
a national unity guaranteeing the return of popular zeal can take the 

place of division and alienation. This will enable the UGTT to perform its 
historical role, regain its public prominence domestically and abroad, and 
continue constructive work for econcmic development, social progress and the 
impregnability of the nation in an atmosphere of freedom, democracy and so- 


cial justice. 
"The dross passes away in vain; what people can use remains in the earth.” 
From the legal leadership of the UCTT. 

Abdelaziz Bouraoui 
Khelifa Abid 
Mohamed Zouaghi 


Mahdi Abdel jacuad 


Tunis, 14 April 1979 
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TUNISIA 


PRESIPENT URGED TO GRANT PARDON 10 POLITICAL REFUGEES 
Tunis AL-RA‘Y in Arabic 21 Jun 79 pp 1,3 


[Article: “Tunisian Opposition Abroad: a Phenomenon That, Wisdom Dictates, 
Should Not Be Ignored; the Suitability of the Decision™] 


[Text] We had called attention in a previous issue to the existing political 
problems in Tunisia and to the negative position that the men of government 
were taking regarding these problems. Among the problems that we mentioned 
was the fact that a Tunisian opposition had been established abroad. 


This opposition includes different groups of citizens who chose to live abroad 
because they did not agree with the policy of the regime; because they did not 
have the legal means to struggle for their views; or because they were com 
pelled to leave the homeland because they were no longer assured of their 
safety and their free“ .. 


This phenomenon is mot new. The late Ahmed T1ili had called the president's 
attention to this problem in the letter he had sent him from exile in January 
of 1966. We did publish this letter in AL-RA‘Y to commemorate the 12th 
anniversary of his death. 


But this phenomenon has become worse since the number of Tunisian workers and 
students abroad has doubled. Most of them resent the regime because of the 
political considerations that we mentioned, and they fault the regime for not 
providing employment or educational opportunities in the homeland. This 
phenomenon now constitutes a genuine threat to the security of the country 
because it may be used by regimes with expansionist or other intentions and 
objectives to undermine the stability of regimes that do not support then. 


We believe that ignoring the problem or attempting to deal with it by police 
methods will not help find a solution. National interest rather requires 
that it be given the attention it deserves; it dictates that wholesome po- 
litical and humanitarian solutions be provided. In our opinion these are as 
follows: 
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1. Legal measures are to be taken to guarantee freedom and safety to all 
those who wish to return to the homeland. 


2. The effects of the events of 26 January which have had a deep impact on 
our brothers abroad are to be removed. 


3. Basic freedoms must in fact be endorsed so that people can pursue their 
rights to assemble, to organize and to speak. These are rights they enjoy 
outside their country. It would be more appropriate if they can pursue those 
right« in Tunisia so they can express their opinions, defend them, and work 
to reform the regime and change its methods in a legitimate framework. 


We also believe that adopting a less demagogic and a more effective plan to 
benefit ouwr community abroad is imperative. This would remove or at least 
alleviate to a large degree the resentment that many of our citizens abroad 
feel towards the regime. 


We were hoping that during his stay in Paris the chief of state would have 
been led to deal with the problem of the Tunisian opposition abroad and to 
take the initiatives that would have solved the problem to everyone's advan- 
tage and in the homeland’s interests. But nothing of this nature took place. 


We are adding owr voice to the voices of those who are calling upon the chief 
of state--and he is the only one who is qualified to make the decision--to 
decree a wniversal legal amnesty that would enable the political refugees to 
return to the homeland. 


this is a decision that would spare Tunisia dangers it does not need. It 
would also clear the political atmosphere in the country. 
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TUNISIA 


REPORT ON TUNISIAN OPPOSITION ABROAD 
Tumis AL-RA'Y in Arabic 21 Jun 79 p 3 
{[Article: “Tunisian Opposition Abroad: What Are Its Organizations?” ] 


[Text] The existence of a Tunisian opposition abroad goes back a long time 
before independence. There were those who had belonged to the Yusufi Movemen: 
in the past and who had opposed independence because they considered it “a 
step backwards.” A few months later they opposed the independence agreement 
because they considered it deficient. 


It seems that the number of opponents to the rerime who rally around the ban- 
ner of the Yusufi Movement has dwindled with time and that those who continued 
to adhere to their position are issuing statements in some newspapers like 
AL-BALAGH, which is published in Beirut, or the AFRICA-ASIA Newspaper. 


Tunisian opposition is scattered in numerous Arab capitals. 


in Algiers the Committee of Political Refugees is active under the leadership 
of Mr ‘Ali al-Ka"bi the attorney. In Damascus and Baghdad elements who be- 
long to the Ba'th Party in the two capitals are active. Some members of the 
opposition in Libya have been integrated into Libyan camps and have been put 
to use in different tasks. 


But the vast majority of the Tunisian opposition is active in France because 
of the relative freedom its members enjoy there. Tunisian opposition in 
France is broad and diverse, but it is mot easy to determine ite numerical 
strength. The only reliable indicators for that may be the rate of success 
of the protest meetings that are held by the opposition every now and then. 
Attendance at some of these meetings amounted to 5,000. 


Tunisian opposition which is active in France is divided into two principal 
groups: the first group has Marxist tendencies, and the second s non-Marxist. 
The Marxist community is further divided into several sub-groups, some of 
which are: 
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1. The Free Marxists do not rally around any movement and do not have any 
newspapers. This group is activated by Mr Khemais Chamari who was one of the 
leaders of the student opposition in Tunisia and has been out of the country 
since 1971. 


2. The Ba'this are divided into two groups and publish two newspapers in 
Arabic: AL-HAQIQAH and TARIQ AL-HURRIYAH. 


3. All the communists are members of the Tunisian Communist Party which has 
been outlawed since 1963. They publish two newspapers, AL-TARIQ and L"ESPOIP. 
in French. 


4. The Leninist-Marxists publish two newspapers, AL-‘AMIL AL-TUNISI and AL- 
SHU'LAH. It is known that a case had been filed at the State Security Court 
against Leninist-Marxist fighters after cells of this party had been dis- 
covered, 


More than 200 persons were brought to trial, but supporters of Leninist 
Marxism formed a committee under the name of “the Defense Committee Against 
Oppression in Tunisia." 


The non-Marxist group consists oi two groups: 
l. The liberals, and they do not have any publication; 


2. The People's Unity Movement, and it consists of supporters of Mr Ahmed 
Ben Saleh and the experience of the sixties. 


(nme of its most prominent members is Dr Slimane Douggui. This movement pub~ 
lis»cs a newspaper in Arabic and in French called AL-WIHDAH AL-SHA'BIYAH. 


It is know. that 30 fighters who belong to this movement were tried by the 
State Secur'\ty Court in the summer of 1977 and were sentenced to serve prison 
terms that, for some of them, amounted to 4 years. A few months ago they 
were all released, 


It has been noted that Mr Ahmed Ben Saleh does not settle in any known place 
because it is said that he was the target of an assassination attempt. He 
communicates frequently with leaders of socialist parties in Europe, and he 
attended the conference of the Socialist International Organization in 
Vancouver, Canada. Recently, he also toured the United States where he con- 
tacted friends and lectured at some universities. 


The events of 26 January had an impact on the activities of the Tunisian 
opposition abroad. The Tunisian opposition tried to unify its position and 
coordinate its activities. It established an organization against oppression 
in Tunisia, and it held numerous public meetings to cond an the policy of 

the Tunisian government, to call for the releise of political and trade- 

union prisoners and to urge the declaration of public freedoms in the country. 
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It has been observed that European organizaitons in general and French organ- 
izations in particular--especially those that are affiliated with progressive 
and democratic trends--as well as a large number of internationally known 
scientific and cultural figures are supporting the 26 January Committee. They 
are asking their governments to intervene with the Trtisian authorities on 
behalf of the political and trade-union prisoners in Tunisia. 


it would seem that the activities of the Tunisian opposition in the Arab cap- 
itals are veiled in secrecy although the activities of the opposition in 
Europe are evident in articles, in newspapers and in protest meetings. This 
opposition is echoed in the parliaments of Europe and in positions taken by 
well-known political figures such as Mendes-France, Mr Willy Brandt and Mr 
Bruno Kreisky. 


It has been noted that most of this opposition which expresses different po- 
litical trends and currents that exist in the country--and some of them were 
affiliated with the regime itself--would not have resorted to actions abroad 
had they not lost the means to express themselves and to organize within the 
borders of the country because officials are insisting upon a one-party system 
of government inspite of constitutional stipulatics. 
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TUNISIA 


DIFFICULTIES OF PUBLISHING IN TUNISIA DISCUSSED 
Tunis AL-RA*Y in Arabic 21 Jun 79 p 6 


[Article: “Problems of Publishing in Tunisia: Book Publication in Tunisia 
Determined by Tight Market and High Cost”) 


|Text] A limited cabinet meeting was held last week to deal exclusively with 
the two organizations for publishing and distribution: the Tunisian House for 
Publishing and the Tunisian Company for Distribution. 


An Arabic book exhibition was organized last April. It included a number of 
titles in literature, in the sciences and in the arts. Tunisian books con- 
stituted a significant number of these books, 


In the course of making preparations for the next academic season, whose suc- 
cess is to a large degree controlled by the publishing firms, we offer our 
readers this review of the problems of publishing in our country. We offer 
this review in an article and an interview with two publishers: the owner of 
al-Jadid Publishing firm, Mr ‘Abd-al-Majid ‘Atiyyah, and the Ibn ‘Abdallah 
Corporation on whose behalf Mr ‘Abd-al-Wahid spoke. 


Until the end of the nineteenth century there were only manuscripts in Tunisia. 
These were valuable works in transcribing which hands and eyes had been worn 
out. They were preserved as rare objects, circulated among a few and only 
examined by the elite, Although the printed book has been on the scene since 
the age of colonialism, it remained the exclusive province of a minority of 
those who were educated in Arabic or in two languages. It did not lose the 
magic quality which the old manuscripts had. 


But today it may be said that books represent a part of our lives. This has 
+.en a result of the spread of education, the establishment of cultural centers 
and libraries, the improvement that is taking place in financial conditions 

as well as the development of publication and distribution activities. 


it cannot be denied that all the stages in the life of a book--beginning with 
its literary and conceptual creation, it production, its distribution, and 














finally when it is read--are stages that are closely tied to the organization 
and the structure of the publishing sector. They are all areas that reflect 
the effects of the socio-economic, the cultural and political organization 
lof society]. 


Publishing in Tunisia is unrestricted. There are two sectors: a private 
sector and a public one. These include three publishers: the Tunisian Company 
for Distribution, the Tunisian Firm for Publishing and the National Pedagogic 
Center. The first two are concerned with commercial publications, whereas 
the latter specializes in school textbooks. 


The Tunisian Firm for Publishing was formed in the mid-sixties to undertake 
all publications operations. The Tunisian Company for Distribution was formed 
almost at the same time. It gradually monopolized the importation of books 
and different publications. Publishing, however, does constitute an important 
operation in the company's activities. Until 1976 it had issued an average 
of 20 books per year excluding school textbooks. 


liowever, the efforts that were made did not prevent a publishing crisis from 
developing in Tunisia. It set the efforts of publishing firms to improve 
books on a collision course with numerous obstacles. 


One of the most important aspects of this crisis deals with the obvious and 
the continuous shortage in published books. The reasons for this are varied. 


lt is worth mentioning at the outset that publishing in the country lacks 
planning. That is, it lacks the determination of specific objectives to 
achieve which all resources are mobilized. If we were to read the text of 
the Lifth plan, we would not find a single reference to publishing questions 
im it. 


The bool. industry in Tunisia is still in its infancy. Publishing activity 
is to a large degree tied to the importance and the kind of equipmen: in the 
presses, the efficiency of the working staff and the cost of paper. There 
can be oo doubt that the road to good printing that would meet tne need at a 
reasonable cost is still a long one. 


Publishing activity in Tunisia suffers from strong pressure that is the re- 
sult of the interaction of two factors: the tight market for books on the one 
hand and the high cost of books on the other. 


We do not forget that about 45 percent of the population is illiterate and 
that another portion of the population is semi-illiterate. [his is because 
many people stop attending school at an early age. This factor has a direct 
effect on limiting the number of professionals in publishing firms who would 
read books. 


Furthermore, books are still considered luxuries in broad p-oular circles as 
well as amony educated individuals. This is because finan “ircumstances 
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do not permit the worker or the civil servant to acquire a collection of books 
and magazines that would enrich his mind and keep him informed about what is 
taking place around him. These groups of people are forced to acquire the 
necessities of life before anything else. Books do not take up but a meager 
portion of their expenditures. 


There is no doubt that the standard of distribution does also affect publishing 
activity. Although the distribution system is widespread and diffuse, it 
continues to suffer from constraints as a result of the fact that a signifi- 
cant percentage of the population is scattered in rural areas. In additions, 
there is a considerable shortage in the number of libraries. In 1975 there 
were 195 public libraries in 155 minicipalities. Some of those municipalities 
included a large number of residents. It is no secret that libraries play a 
major role in promoting books and reading. 


The crisis of publishing is also apparent in the complaints of authors who 
are offered no incentives and whose freedom is oppressed. Some firms resort 
to questionable methods to rob the writer of his rights, and this constitutes 
a stumbling block to literary creativity and intellectual effort. 


According to publishers, the crisis of publishing lies in the difficulty of 
distributing Tunisian books abroad. The Tunisian publisher often prints less 
than 5,000 copies of a book because the local market cannot accommodate more 
than that. Naturally, the costs of a book would be high, but the price of a 
hook could be checked, and the book could be distributed throughout the Arab 
homeland if between 5,000 and 10,000 copies or more were printed. It is evi- 
dent that publishing a larger number of books would directly reduce the cost 
price, This requires that the Tunisian book be within reach of the Arab 
reader. There is, however, no demand for Tunisian books, and the Tunisian 
publisher cannot sell [his books] unless he can buy [those of other publ .-hers]. 
He is, therefore, faced with one of two solutions: 


lie could give Arab publishers his books on an honor system, not asking them 
for a release in case the books are not sold, thus presupposing the actual 
‘ituation that the circulation of the book is net guaranteed. Besides, the 
law would prohibit such an arrangement. 


‘he Tunisian publisher can also import books from Arab countries in return 
ior having his publications distributed in the Arab countries. But he cannot 
do this because the Tunisian Company for Distribution monopolizes book im- 
ports, thereby dictating a de facto situation which is not stipulated by law. 


if the Tunisian Company for Distribution were to respond to publishers’ re- 
quests, matters would have been simpler. It can impose Tunisian publications 
jon the market] just as the comparable Algerian firm did. It would purchase 
hooks from whemever purchased books from it. Unfortunately, the Tunisian 
company is rot making the necessary effort to do this. What makes matters 
worse is that the comapny is indebted to a number of publishing itirms in the 
cast and in the west. It is a debt that sometimes is not paid on time and 
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sms not to end, This makes some of these publishing firms unwilling to 
deal with the Tunisian company until tr clears all its debts. This affects 
the absence of new intellectual production from the country. 


These are some of the principal features of and the reasons for the publishing 
erisis In Tunisia. These features and these reasons make it clear that an 
effort to overcome them requires making deep changes, not only in the areas 

of printing, publishing and distribution, but also in the social and the 
cultural and the financial standard of the broad popular groups; by putting 

a ceiling on the price of paper and improving the efficiency of press workers; 
by guatanteeing the freedom and the rights of authors; and by reconsidering 
the policy of the Tunisian Company for Distribution in a manner that would 
make its dealings with Tunisian, Arab and foreign publishers easier and at 

the same time publicize Tunisian books and reduce their costs. 


The observations that were made about publishing firms by some officials whom 
we had contacted leave room for more comprehensive and for deeper thought 
on the questions of publishing in Tunisia. We give them the floor. 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


TEACHERS ISSUE PETITION--A number of secondary school teachers issued a 
petition after the baccalaureate examinations were leaked. The text of the 
petition follows: "We, the undersigned secondary school teachers, having 
learned the news that the baccalaureate examination has been leaked and be- 
cause cheating and forgery have recurred during the examination season, do 
recognize the negative effects this has on the educator's eceputation and the 
dignity of the profession. We strongly denounce the prevalence of this phe- 
nomenon in the educational sector because it constitutes manipulation of the 
student's future and a drain on his intellectual and physical capabilities. 
We emphasize the fact that we reject the restriction of a teacher's role to 
the enforcement of resolutions from above without any consultations, and we 
reject the notion that the consequences of such scasdals should be endured 
by those who had no hand in them, We also emphasize that the Ministry of 
Education is fully responsible for what happened." Signed by 202 teachers. 
[Text] [Tunis AL-RA‘Y in Arabic 21 Jun 79 p 3] 8592 


DISCRIMINATORY TREATMENT DECRIED--All the newspapers with the exception of 
AL=-RA'Y and DEMOCRATIE are printed by a rotary press. This means that printing 
costs do not exceed half the cost of printing AL-RA'Y and DEMOCRATIE. But 
those who have a rotary press do not want to deal with us for reasons that 

are not secrets, These newspapers use imported paper that costs 242 milliemes 
per kilogram, AL-RA'Y and DEMOCRATIE use local paper that costs 380 or 420 
milliemes per kilogram, Some official papers use offset 64 paper ind purchase 
it from the Public Organizaiton for 315 milliemes per kilogram. Knhen we use 
the same paper, we buy it from the same organization for 420 milliemes per 
kilogram. The rest of the newspapers do not make a paper production payment 
(14 percent). AL-RA*Y and DEMOCRATIE make the 14 percent paper production 
payment. This has entailed payment of an additional 7,000 dinars in 1978. 
Pressure has been exerted on public and private economic institutions to make 
them participate in the official press. Pressure was exerted on some author- 
ized agents so they would not distribute AL~RA'Y and DEMOCRATIE. Different 
grants were made directly or by announcement to support the official press. 
The errors so far committed by AL-RA'Y and DEMOCRATIE have amounted to 

1,400 X 1.5 = 2,100 D. These are examples of the conduct to which AL-RA'Y 





and DEMOCRATIE are subject. If such conduct proves anything, it proves that 
the national media system in Tunisia is not a fair system and that officials 
in government are not capable of fighting with argument 


they rather depend on dishonest methods. [Text] 
21 Jun 79 p 12] 8592 


and proof, but that 
[Tunis AL-RA'Y in Arabic 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


INDEBTEDNESS OF THREE EMIRATES CAUSES FINANCIAL CRIS’ 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 18 May 79 p 14 
[Article by Jalal Kashak: “Financial Crisis in the UAE, a Unifying Factor™] 


[Text] In commenting on development projects in Libya, somecne once said 
that the best project would ' to transport the population to Italy and give 
each family its share of the acome to provide its support! This remark 
would be more correct if applied to the shaykhdoms of the UAE, which have 

a median income of $50,000 per person. This amount is enough to insure each 
UAE citizen a standard of living higher than the combined standard of living 
of 10 Americans--or even 15 Americans if we take into account the taxes and 
cultural obligations borne by the American citizen. Nevertheless, the acute 
crisis in the UAE is not the inability to pay this income, nor is it the 
disagreement over the constitutional powers of the federal authority or the 
appointment of a commander for the central or northern region! Rather, the 
economic crisis is reflected in the indebtedness of Dubai, Sharjah and Ra's 
al-Khaymah, which an article in the FINANCIAL TIMES estimated at $4 billion, 
such that the shaykh's checks have begun to be returned due to insufficient 
funds, and international governments, banks and companies have begun demanding 
payment of their debts. If we were in the era of gunboat diplomacy, fleets 
would already have come and occupied the custom houses and the wells as they 
did with Egypt during the reign of Khedive Isma'il. 


Ra's al-Khaymah, the poorest of the three emirates, has begun to incur debts 
from the Money Council in the UAE in one of the operations charged against 
the methodology of Ron Scott, the president of the council who was discharged 
and fled after his measures set off the famous liquidity crisis. By an agree- 
ment with Tawfiq Abu Khatir, an advisor to the governor now living outside 
the UEA, Scott gave Ra's al~Khaymah a loan for $350 million. Part of this 
loan was used to construct the Telecommunications Space Station, which cost 
$10 million despite the fact that there are no more than 700 telephone 
subscribers in the emirate and the land area of the emirate is only 650 
square miles, which means its people could carry on conversations from atop 
the minarets! This is the fourth satellite station in the UAE (two others 
are in Dubai and one is in Abu Dhabi). In addition, Ra's al-Khaymah has 
Secided to build an airport employing 100 persons around the clock to provide 
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services for the single plane which will land there. The remainder of the 
loan was spent on a private broadcasting system and the purchase of the 
HNorchester Hotel. If this is a domestic loan, there are other loans from 
abroad which the FINANCIAL TIMES article estimated at $109 million from the 
Austrian government, $90 million from foreign and domestic banks, nearly 
$20 million withdrawn openly from commercial banks and debts owed to con- 
tractors and companies. Some $40 million has fallen due to the al-Kat 
Company of Lebanon and the (Erikridin) Company of Greece jointly. 


On the occasion of Independence Day celebrations last December, when Ra's 
al-Khaymah was unable to pay emirate employees’ salaries and some local 
contractors threatened to go to the Supreme Council, Abu Dhabi gave Shaykh 
Saqr $26 million in emergency aid. However, Saqr’'s positions opposing the 
federal government provide faint hopes that all the emirate’s debts to 
Abu Dhabi, estimated at $500 million, will be paid unless a radical change 
in Ra's al~Khaymah's policy occurs, whether under the rule of its willful 
shaykh, who feels the bitterness of poverty and abandonment by the Arabs 
in the issue of the islands, and continues to live in dreams of the glory 
of the Qasims; or under the rule of his son, who is in a hurry te assume 
authority, and is more aware of the changes which oil has consolidated and 
the advantages which can be realized by raising the federal banners and 
transferring expenses to the budget of Abu Khalifah, long may he live! 


If borrowing is understandc*le for Ra's al-Khaymah, whose only resource is 
mineral water, how did Dubai and Sharjah change from emirates suffering from 
income surpluses to emirates needing to borrow money~--to the point that 
interest on Dubai's debts ($2 billion) is estimated at $450 million, while 
yields from all the emirate's investments do not exceed $200 million! 


Dubai, which has a population of under 50,000 enjoys an annual oil income 

of approximately $1.7 billion, and revenues from customs, investments and 
real estate may reach a total income of $3 billion. But because there is 

no budget in existence, and no boundaries separating the state's assets 

from those of the shaykh, no one knows exactly how expenditures and costs 
[sic] are balanced, no one is in a position to lend money to the emirate 

and no one can bear the burden of such a debt. The myth of Dubai's financial 
and administrative proficiency ended with the 1974 oil outburst, when it 
plunged headlong into sech fanciful projects as Jabal ‘Ali and the dry 
docking facility, the latter of which deserves to be placed among-~-or rather 
is a perfect example of--hopeless projects. There were also houses by the 
dozens, hotels, the airport, the port and so on. And there were the 
tabulous commissions which were transformed into palaces, carpets and a 
thousand evenings’ parties in Europe. 


As for Sharjah, despite the hopes which were attached to the refinement and 
simpie life of its shaykh prior to his sudden assumption of authority, the 
temptation of oil spending was too great for him to resist. As in every 
other oil state, the emirate drafted a development plan. This plan started 
with such necessities as houses, streets and schools, then evolved into 
suspension bridges, covered markets in the Ommiad atyle with Japanese touches, 








an airport, a seaport, and a museum, until it culminated in construction of 
three pedestrian tunnels under al-‘Urubah Street! This is what is aissing 
in London's Oxford Street, down which many times as many people pass in a 
single hour as there are in the entire population of Sharjah--counting cars, 
animals and foreigners! 


Hotels and dwellings prolierated while rising prices were protected during 
the first half of the 1970*s. Im the end, there were 10,000 vacant apart- 
ments, and hotels angled for patrons at Dubai airport. 


At first, the emirate followed a policy of encouraging Arab investors and 
expertise, giving them special incentives in work and residence. In fact, 
some were even granted tracts of land, which aided in development and in 
the establishment of projects for services and consumer production. But 
suddenly, the wave of nationalism which spread throughout the Gulf area 
swept the emirate, along with the ensuing move to purge the Arab presence 
in ownership and investments--a mve which was reflected in the condition 
of the houses they occupied and in the economic life which had flourished 
due, in part, to their spending. 


During the same time, the Qasims took revenge on the occupation of their 
country by the British by raising the flag of the shaykhdom over more than 
one palace in Great Britain, just as hundreds of swindlers of every color 
and class began to crowd into the emirate, and the ambitions and activity 
of the shaykh stimulated a response from such diverse groups as the Black 
Muslims in Chicago and the African club [as published]. 


The FINANCIAL TIMES estimates Sharjah's debts at about $1 billion, an amount 
equal to its oil income for 6 years or more. Most of these debts are owed 

to foreign banks and governments, a fact which creates political complica- 
tions. Shaykh Khalifah Bin Zayid was compelled to give his personal guaranty 
in order to get an emergency loan for $200 million, two banks in Britain 

are demanding $86 million and local banks are owed about $300 million. It 

is not known how much has been openly withdrawn from the Credit and Commerce 
Bank closely linked with the Shaykh of Sharjah and the government of Abu Dhabi. 
Nonetheless, Sharjah remains in a better position because of its shaykh's 
connection with Abu Bhalifah which gives him the right to make free with- 
drawals. If foreign sources: attempt to link Shaykh Sultan's federal positions 
with the amounts now due, they undoubtedly exaggerate and misinterpret, 
because his federal attachments are above suspicion, he is the master of a 
beneficial plight. ‘ 


If economic crises and staggering debts always lead to political reversals, 
then this situation in the UAE could be reflected in positive developments. 
it has dissolved much of Dubai's opposition to unification measures and has 
weakened the traditional pretext of the superiority of Dubai's administra- 
tion and its ability to limit spending. Similarly, Ra's al-Khaymah's debts 
have strengthened the unification movemnt in the emirate to the point that 
open opposition to the shaykh has appeared for the first time in the history 
of the Gulf area. As for Sharjah's federal leanings, they far exceed $1 
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billion. But more important than the leanings of the shaykhs is the fact 
that the debts have created an international interest in the continuation 
of the federation. For the continuat:on of Abu Dhabi’s extremely wealthy 
leadership is the golden envelop in which the drafts signed by the shaykhs 
of the emirates are enclosed. Those who hold the debts will oppose iso- 
lationist leanings, and will support any political “advantages” which the 
tederal authorities ask for in exchange for payment cf the installments. 
will the federal authorities take advantage of this unique situation? 
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SDAR DEFENSE MINISTRY COROQUNIQUE--S.D.A.R. (Liberated Territories) 22 Jul 
(APS)--"Thirty Moroccan soldiers have been killed and 50 others injured 
during 4 new attack by the Saharan Popular Liberation Army (S.P.L.A.) led 
against garrisons of Lebouriate and Abattih in southern Morocco,” the 
Saharan Defence Ministry declared in a communique published Thursday. “The 
new attack comes within the ‘Houari Boumediene’ offensive and shows the 
Saharan people's determination to militarily impose his independence to his 
aggressors,” the communique ad¢ 4. [Text] [Algiers APS in English 1017 
Gtt 22 Jul 79 LD) 


WEST SAHARA TOWN OCCUPIED--In a communique published today, the Polisario 
Front announced having occupied and partially surrounded the town of Smara, 
one of the main population centers in the Western Sahara. The operation, 
described as [word indistinct], caused several score of dead and wounded 

in the Moroccan ranks. The Polisario Front stated that it will supply more 
detailed information later. It is to be noted, on the other hand, that the 
Polisario Front has given proof of good will towards Mauritania by releasing 
a Mauritanian prisoner. The release has been demanded by the ad hoc com- 
mittee of the OAU. [Text] [Algiers Domestic Service in French 2200 GMT 

20 Jul 79 LD} 
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